Brigid 


February-March, 2000 


BY CHRISTOPHER GENOVALI, RAINCOAST 


CONSERVATION SOCIETY 


In the Raincoast Conservation 
Society’s field work and reconnaissance 
in the remote river valleys of the Great 
Bear Rainforest on Canada’s Pacific 
Coast, we are finding a disturbing ab- 
sence of grizzly bears, even along salmon 
producing systems during the fall runs 
when predation activity should be high. 
Another troubling sign is that black 
bears are proliferating in areas that are 


historically grizzly bear strongholds, 


something which grizzlies (if present) 
would never tolerate. Independent wild- 
life biologists are in consensus that hunt- 
ing overkillis seriously impacting coastal 
grizzly bear populations on the central 
and north coast. 

Raincoast has conducted prelimi- 
nary grizzly bear studies in close to 
100 river valleys in the Great Bear 
Rainforest. These river systems once 
coritained some of the highest con- 
centrations of bears in Canada, but a 
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long history of unsustainable grizzly 
bear “sport” hunting, poaching and 
clearcut logging has left grizzly popu- 
lations at serious risk. 

In an exhaustive scientific review of 
the British Columbia(BC) government’s 
flawed approach to grizzly management, 
wildlife biologists Dr. Brian Horejsi, Dr. 
Barrie Gilbert and Dr. Lance Craighead 
concluded that, “there is evidence to 
suggest that grizzly bear density esti- 
mates for coastal BC represent popula- 
tions suffering from substantial decline.” 

Dr. Gilbert has pointed out that the 
relatively small size and young age 
now prevalent among coastal grizzly 
populations is a sure indicator of hunt- 
ing overkill, and given the lack of 
credible population studies and bio- 
logical information generated by the 
government, there is no scientific man- 
agement of coastal grizzlies in BC. Dr. 
Horejsi has stated that there should 
be three to five times the number of 
grizzlies on BC’s coast and that this 
dramatic decline is due to hunting 


overkill and the 
continued destruc- 
tion of the grizzly 
habitat by indus- 
trial forestry and 
clearcut logging. 
The sport hunt- 
ing of coastal griz- 
zly bears can often 
resemble some sort 
of high tech war fe 
effort. Drs. Horejsi, 
CraigheadandGil- 
bert report that [© 
“outfitters and resi- 
dent hunters char- 
ter float planes, fly 
along the coast, 
land at road stag- 
ing areas, and drive roads or take jet 
boats up salmon spawning rivers; some 
use permanent, illegal, elevated stands 
overlooking salmon spawning sites. 
This type of hunting has been charac- 
terized, reflecting its dependence on 
technology, as a search and B eseey 
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The threatened coastal grizzly bear. 


mission, referring to the speed and 
efficiency with which a hunting party 
can arrive at a stand, shoot grizzly bears 
where they are known to aggregate and 
leave the area.” 


continued on page 24 
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Once again, in their winter sleep, our beloved New 
York City community gardens are being threatened 
_byshort-sighted, quick profiting developers and poli- 
ticians. Over the past three decades, local New York 
City residents have reclaimed neglected, rubble strewn 
empty lots and turned them into living green oases 
where people meet and children play. Despite our 
victory last spring when over 
114 community gardens were 
preserved through the hard 
work of gardeners, activists and 
supporters, over 500 are still 
threatened. This is in a city 
with an enormous budget sur- 
plus and over 10,000 vacant 
lots which could be made into 
homeless housing, fixed income 
housing and more gardens. So 
far SO community gardens have 
received an immediate “notice 
to vacate” by the Department 
of Housing Preservation and De- 
velopment (a.k.a. Housing Pre- 
vention and Destruction, or 
HPD). The same department 
was used bythe mayor last year 
to transfer the gardens from 
community control to the auc- 
tion bloc for purchase by pri- 
vate developers. 
~ Most of New York’s community gardens were cre- 
ated by working class residents in struggling neigh- 
borhoods, where criminal landlords would burn down 
buildings to collect insurance money, where vacant 
lots were allowed to become hazardous dump sites, 
where city services were severely cut, and where city 
administrations have put the people’s money into 
incinerators, power plants, dumps and highways. 
Vibrant community gardens in the South Bronx 
combat the highest incidence of asthma in the United 


Giant Coqui gaurding the garden entrance. 


States, while community gardens in Brooklyn pro- 
vide some of the only open spaces in the borough 
that has the least amount of green space in the city. 
These tiny green living spaces are the start of a 
revolution where land has been reclaimed with no 
heroic assumptions. They have freed the land from 
its manmade confinement, pushed away the dan- 
ger, crime and other destructive elements creating a 
place for residents of all ages to relax, play, and 
socialize. Gardens continuously 
work for the city at large, creat- 
ing oxygen, teaching schoolchil- 
dren about the environment, 
and promoting diversity and cel- 
ebration of life. 

One of the community gar- 
dens in imminent danger is El 
Jardin de la Esperanza. The Gar- 
den of Hope rose from the ashes 
of a burnt-out building over 22 
years ago in a neighborhood 
plagued by landlord neglect. Ali- 
cia Torres, with the help of her 
family and neighbors, worked 
for months clearing the rubble 
and debris to make room on the 
scarred Earth to plant sunflow- 
ers and roses. The land was re- 
born. After three generations of 
sweat, labor and healing, the 
garden is rich with the bounties 
of the Earth. Roses as tall as trees 
bloom until late December; medicinal plants are 
nurtured by neighbors to make healing teas; kids 
come off the street to play hide and seek behind the 
tool shed, while others finish their homework under 
the casita built by Alicia’s son, Moses. A rooster crows 
just before dawn. Puerto Rican culture is integrated 
into the life of the Lower East Side with a rich history 
of struggle and growth. 
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BY JAMes JOHNSTON. 


Josh Laughlin and I interviewed Julia “Butter- 
fly” Hill on January 7, three weeks after she 
came down from Luna, an 800-year-old red- 
wood that had been her home for 788 days. Her 
two-year treesit has drawn international atten- 
tion to the issue of old-growth logging, and she 
descends from Luna as a genuine celebrity. 
Pacific Lumber (PL), who “owns” the land on 
which Luna lives, agreed to protect the tree and 
three adjacent acres in exchange for $50,000 
from Julia and her supporters, which will be 


_ donated to Humbolt State ae s forestry 
studies ‘program. . 


EFI: First question, and rm sure ihe get- 
_ ting tired of; answering this one, but what's it 
_ like to have your feet on the ground again? 
_ Julia: You know, the moment my feet touched 
_ the ground, I was hit with a wave of emotions 
= Sabiags hk joy, and at the same time an intense _ 
_ ache of pain and sadness. It was the fealization © 


g the best friend I’ve ever had, the - 


most "incredible awakening transformative ex- 
- perience T’ve ever had, you know, the list goes 

on and on. But, it was, just to feel the Earth, 
- whoooooooo.. .Ihiked barefoot down the moun- 
- tain. I felt like I was floating, it was such a high. 
 EFIJ: So, was your treesit a success? iy do 
you think is going to come of all this? _ ee 


peer loh I think it was our treesit, not <7 


“nity, to the surrounding con mu 
_world community that wasall af ae 
way or another, | eae 
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So it’s the new year, and after all that 
Y2K hype, nothing happened. No ma- 
jor computer crashes, no end of the 
world, nothing. I must say I was a little 
disapointed. After all, I did stockpile all 
those fireworks—and when no ga 
happened, all we could think to do was 
shoot them off at each other. Oh well, 
it made for a fun New Year's party. 
Then, after all the smoke cleared, I 
found myself having to make a choice— 
stay in Eugeéne or move back to Florida. 

Well, Idécided to stay here in Eugene. 
And I know this goes without saying, 
but here it goesanyway. Oregon is a lot 
different from Florida; the people, the 
landscape, the\climate—all different. 


timber indust 
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cutting. Howeve 53 
was really a life-¢hz 
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| goodbye to. Luckily I’ve met some 
feally awesome people out here— 
yen if most of them give me shit for 
Hfrom Florida. I was even fortu- 
hough to get the chance to 
MN this and the last issue of the 
mal. It has given me the 
c ance to work along side of some 
really great people, as well as the 
chance to learn a lot about what’s 
r going on out there in the world. 
There’s so many e-mails to read from 
sO many places. It never seems to 
end. Overall I’ve had a great time— 
even ifit can get stressful and hectic. 
I’d strongly suggest short-terming 
to those out there looking to get 
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ware of the 
C clear- 


eeing it first hand 
gifs experience. 


Even time seem$,t@ flow a bit different Florida has somé@ nicéfattributes involved. I urge you to send in your 
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me. For™ Green e is ‘a bike- 
friendly city, complete 
a far cry from Florida 
are an uncommon sight. And lastly, * 


one of the nicest things about Oregon is 


BY Bitt OHRMANN 

In the forest without leaves # 

Stands a birch tree 

Slender and white 

These lines from the book The Owl in the Mask of the Dreamers 
by John Haines inspired the paintings on this month’s issue of 
the Journal. In fact, Haines’ poems have inspired many of my 
paintings, and I can say I wouldn't be painting as I do, if I had 
never been exposed to his surprising, inspiring work. 

His poetry covers a wide range of subjects. In “The Forest 
Without Leaves,” he describes the areas of the world covered by 
twisted steel, cables and rust and of how we treat each other: 

Those who write sorrow on the earth, 

Who are they? 

Whose erased beginnings still 

control us—sentence by sentence and phrase by phrase 

Agents and clerks, masters 

of sprawl— 

playful men who traffic in pain. 

And there is another side of John Haines, who writes about 
the Earth—the owl, the mole, the insect on a floating leaf or a 
convincing poem about how life might seem to a blade of grass! 


Fauna. n. animal life. 
Cabala. n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious art. 

Superb fairy wrens (Malurus cyaneus) are true blue in color 
only. These tiny residents of eastern Australia are socially 
monogamous, meaning that breeding pairs cohabit and raise 
young, yet enjoy more romances outside this union than any 
other species. A male will maintain a year-round territory in 
which he lives either with just his mate or with subordinate 
males as well who assist with chick-rearing. At the commence- 
ment of the five-month breeding season he sheds his drab 
brown winter feathers and dons brilliant, luxurious, multi- 
hued blue plumage and flits about to other territories. With a 
yellow petal in his bill, and crown, cheek and back feathers 
flared, he displays with fervor to all females except for his mate. 

A female is usually quite unimpressed but occasionally 
solicits copulation. She finds it particularly endearing when a 
Page 2 Earth First! Brigid 2000 


unity. Even with ese yourvoic@heard. . 
things going for it, I felt it was tim I must say that’s i 
get out of there. Maybe being in the ard to a upcoming-Organizers 


with bikepaths— same state as Dismey World and Jeb 
where-sidewalks _Bush got the better of me. —, 
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Confer well as the Rendez- 
«Vous this summer. Hope to see some 


—ADAM VOLK 


I don’t know that my paintings need a lot of explanation. 
Most people understand them well enough and in some cases 
interpret them with more originality than I had in mind. And 
that’s good! What drives me to paint is concern for the Earth 
and its inhabitants. William Blake, the English poet said, “All 
life is sacred.” I'll go along with that and hope we may be 
humble and wise enough to realize, no one among us has the 
wisdom to deliberately wipe out a species. And yet as a rancher, 
I see neighbors willing to wipe out a species of plant or animal, 
simply because with chemicals, it is convenient and easy to do. 

I hope my paintings reflect my concern with our tolerance of 
cruelty, chemical misuse, and our lavish mismanagement of 
resources. I keep hoping that people will come to see that 
saving the Earth and all inter-related life is the only hope for 
human survival. 

In the poem “Rolling Back,” Mr. Haines says it all: 

For a long time now 

We have heard these voices 

singing along eroded wires, murmurs from veiled partitions 

of clouds, little whispers 

tracing the dust... 

They tell us what we partly know 

hidden by the noise we make: 
the land will not forgive us. 


BY FAITH WALKER 


beau’s blue ‘do is enduring. Because it is extremely energeti- 
cally costly to sport blue feathers (especially in winter), only 
the most fit males can maintain blueness for a long period of 
time. The most successful males are those who begin their 
blue displays at least two months prior to the beginning of 
the breeding season; only the studliest of the studs can molt 
directly from old breeding plumage into new come the end 
of the breeding season in February. A female can thus, by 
noting how longa male is blue, assess vigor, which translates 
into genetic quality when making a mating decision. The 
result of this means that 72 percent of the chicks from her 
seven or so annual clutches are fathered by males other than 
her mate. This has, in turn, led to intense sperm competition 
among males. They lug around huge sperm storage contain- 
ers called cloacal protuberances which, together with testes, 
comprise up to 10 percent of their bodyweight. When a male 
is lucky enough to receive a cloacal kiss, he can release a 
massive ejaculate, possibly swamping out the sperm of his 
rivals. These small, libidinal birds thus have the dual honor 
of being the most polyamorous of socially monogamous 
vertebrates and having the greatest sperm reserves, relative to 
the weight, of any bird or mammal. 
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BY WOLVERINE 


Heads up! By now we've been thoroughly debriefed 
about what happened in Seattle during the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) ministerial. But it’s time to 
examine the significance of what happened in terms 
of strategic planning to end not only the WTO but the 
whole system of corporate rule that it represents. 

What was different about Seattle? It wasn’t a stan- 
dard, regimented protest—more yelling at buildings. 
As an insightful activist wrote before that week: “Un- 
less the struggle against the WTO shows itself to be 
more than a reformist request to respect the sham of 
the democratic nation state, it will just be a bigger and 
more stressful example of the same ‘direct action’ we 
have been doing with diminishing returns in recent 
years. Alternatively, if we move beyond tactical stag- 
nation, we show that our demands go beyond tweak- 
ing labor laws or saving a particular species.” In Seattle 
we started moving beyond tactical stagnation—the 
actions we took were diverse and fluid, yet there was 
overall coordination to achieve tangible goals. 

Logistically, what did we do right? Our plan to 
disrupt the ministerial by preventing the delegates 
from entering the meeting worked. Why? The expla- 
nation that security forces underestimated our will 
and numbers doesn’t make much sense. The cops had 
infiltrators in our big Direct Action Network 
spokescouncil meetings—our plans were completely 
out in the open, and our numbers were obvious. Our 
presence in the street empowered delegates from so- 
called “Third World” countries to block the meeting’s 
negotiations from going forward, giving us an unex- 
pected victory—no agreement coming out of the 
meeting at all. Our role in this development indicates 
the susceptibility of the global financial system to 
psychological tweaking and pressures pitting one set 
of delegates against another. Unifying tolerance and 
solidarity helped bring Seattle closer to a general strike 


‘ than at any time since 1919. Such a general cessation 
/ or business as usual” is the necessary precondition to 


\, establishing alternative society. 

November 30 was not just activists on the street. 
Thousands of Seattle residents, not dissuaded by tear 
gas, joined the ranks. Itis dramatic evidence of success- 
ful movement building where “non-activists” cross 
the line and become “participants.” The movement 
must take on a life of its own—a critical mass when 
each individual realizes that they have a stake in the 
process, has the power to participate in the process and 
have a responsibility to get involved though there 
could be dire consequences. This signifies the poten- 
tial for a true grassroots, evolutionary change in the 
dominant paradigm. Paradigm shifts are an exciting 
but also frictional time. The shift we saw in Seattle 
marked the end of “safe” but ineffectual mass protest. 
While we can diminish the number of injuries and 


DEAR SEB 


deaths by maintaining our nonviolent stance, serious 
action to stop the dictatorial empire builders will elicit 
heightened repression. We can’t expect our necessary 
escalation of effort and numbers to result in a blood- 
less or sanitary revolution. 


Tt he 


Yet without entering 
this next stage, nothing 
substantive for saving the 
natural world, indig- 
enous cultures—and each 
other—will be accom- 
plished. Seattle was a 
beacon for organizers il- 


luminating the direction 
we need to go, but there 


were no single leaders— 
part of the beauty of the 
event. Everyonein Seattle 
created a ferment. Like 
worker bees, we contributed to the final outcome by 
fulfilling different roles within a grand scheme. There’s 
a limit to what “organizers” can do. If we give endless 
teach-ins and not enough respond with sufficient 
action, we all lose. Everyone needs to be an activist. 

The corporate globalization system (internation- 
ally fused capitalism to benefit the rich at the expense 
of the made-poor) is balanced precariously in a non- 
real world of electronic pulses—money exchanges 
based in turn on CEOs’ ability to deceive the people 
as to their real aims, the real meaning of life, the 
ecocidal consequences of mass consumerism and 


neocolonialist resource exploitation. Transnational 
corporations don’t have real homes, a community or 
reciprocity with others beyond a narrow circle. Their 
base of support is shallow and must be bolstered by 
military force through take-over of national govern- 
ments’ sovereignty. This is an old story, as old as 
feudalism, empires, slavery and oppression of the 
many by the powerful few. The WTO and the larger 
system of which itis part are just the latest innovations 
to consolidate political/economic power. On a global 
scale, this consolidation is now so pervasive in its 
power that it completely destroys indigenous cul- 
tures, wipes out species and disables fundamental 
ecological systems. Countering the headlong rush of 
corporate rule toward the end of cultural and ecologi- 
cal diversity and global ecological collapse must be the 
dominant, overarching activism of our time if virtu- 
ally anything real that we value (the Earth, real com- 
munity, meaningful life, peace, etc.) is to survive. 

So where do we go from 
here? The power of direct 
action has been reaffirmed, 
but is only meaningful in 
the context of a larger, 
fleshed-out campaign. The 
WTO protest’s success was 
built on the strength of 
teach-ins across the coun- 
try, cooperation across 
movements, nonviolence 
trainings and educated re- 
spect for diversity. Unlike 
the antiwar protests of 
the ’60s, this time we 
have the added leverage 
of finally focusing on the 
overarching system caus- 
ing all the problems, not 
just a single issue. Now 
diverse movements are 
acting together. Labor 
and environmental activ- 
ists, for instance, did not 
often come together this 
way in the ’60s protests. 
We need to keep the momentum of the WTO Seattle 
experience going. There is no magic button to push to 
end corporate rule. Instead, we need to organize face 
to face. But we must also focus on the slower work of 
building trust and solidarity across movements. We 
need to reach across color and cultural barriers, not by 
token representation or agenda takeovers but by get- 
ting involved in each other’s causes and taking the 
time to talk at length, listen to each other and help 
each other without obtrusive grandstanding. 


continued on page 29 
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Dear SFB, 
We are interested to find out 
about job opportunities in tree 
sitting, convention shut downs, 
picketing and other related jobs. 
How much do you pay, what are 
the hours, do you provide work 
uniforms, training, etc.? Does any 
of this work lead to credit at any 
universities, chances for pro- 
motion or book deals. What 
about web sites and talk 
show appearances? Many 
of us need new _ job 
opportunities as your group 
assists in making tradi- 
tional jobs obsolete. 
—CHUCK 
Ed note: No money, 
no unifoms, no 
credit, but lots of 
cold, wet nights in 
the wilderness. 
Dumpstered food 
usually available. 
—KM 
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Dear SFB, 

I was excited to see the article 
about sexism within Earth First! 
Sexism exists everywhere; Third 
World countries, our society, 
all governments, other social 
change organizations and EF! I 
have experienced a 
tremendous 
amount of sexism 
in the animal- 

rights movement 
personally. This 
can be seen 
clearly by the 
fact that the 
number of 
womyn within 
the movement 
far outnumber 
men, yet men 
represent ani- 
mal issues far 
more than 
womyn. At 
conferences 
there are al- 


ways more men speaking on is- 
sues that womyn know just as 
well, if not better. Too much is 
placed on names status which 
is created by our patriarchal rec- 
ognition of things. The saddest 
thing about this sexism that 
plagues every movement/per- 
son is that when confronted on 
the issues—backlash is the an- 
swer. The simple answer should 
be listening and analyzing your 
behaviors and oppression. This 
is what we expect from others 
on issues we fight for—it just 
makes sense to do the same for 
others, especially those who you 
work closely with to make 
change in our society. 

Womyn are not being heard. 
When interviewing womyn 
about their experience with sex- 
ism within movements, they al- 
ways say they are not listened 
to—not respected. This is 
bullshit and it is the responsibil- 
jty of men to change this. This 


means educating yourself on the 
issues—educating other men, sup- 
porting womyn, confronting oth- 
ers and opening your mind for 
when you are confronted with 
issues. For a zine on sexism within 
movements please contact: FAR, 
POB 175, Corvallis, OR 97339; 
veganfeminists@yahoo.com. 
—CHELSEA LINCOLN 


Greetings Earth First! 

I've just finished listening to 
Who Bombed Judi Bari? What an 
excellent CD it is. Judi is a very 
powerful and knowledgeable 
speaker. She’s certainly made me 
more aware of environmental is- 
sues in the US and also around 
the world. What happens in one 
place is replicated world wide by 
nasty corporations. 

‘Here in Australia one (among 
many) issues is that of insituleach 
mining of uranium at beautiful 
Southern Australia. In this pro- 


cess sulfuric acid is pumped into 
the ground water in the ura- 
nium extraction process. This 
method is so risky that it is 
banned almost everywhere in 
the world, including the US and 
Europe. Only two other coun- 
tries allow it—Bulgaria and 
Khazakastan. The environmen- 
tal laws in these countries are 
virtually non-existent. 

Our fragile desert ecosystem 
is dependent on the groundwa- 
ter, as are many farms, yet the 
government promotes this prac- 
tice and is even considering a 
nuclear waste dump in the 
middle of the continent! 

Anyway, I thought I'd let you 
know what was going on around 
the other side of the world. Please 
send me an EF! Journal as men- 
tioned in the CD cover notes. 

Thanks and take care, 

—PAUL 


continued on page 26 
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Wolf Reintroduction on the Northeast Horizon? 
THE ADIRONDACKS’ SIX MILLION ACRES PROVIDE SUITABLE HABITAT 


BY ERICA SWEETWATER 


On December 6, a highly publicized 
press conference was set to air the 
results of a long awaited feasibility 
study regarding reintroduction of 
wolves into the northeastern United 
States. It was scheduled for 7:30 p.m. 
at the Hotel Saranac in Saranac Lake, 
NY. On the day before the meeting, a 
press notice was quietly e-mailed to all 
area newspapers simply stating that 
the press conference was canceled and 
would most likely be rescheduled 
sometime within the next two weeks. 

Although wolf reintroduction is be- 
ing studied for a large swath of land in 
the Northeast including portions of 
Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine, 
the Adirondack Park has been deemed 
the most promising area to begin with. 
It is, after all, a six-million-acre block 
of land designated “Forever Wild” by 
the Constitution of the state of New 
York. The feasibility study which was 
to have been made public on Decem- 
ber 6 was one of two being conducted 
specifically on wolf reintroduction into 
the Adirondacks. This first study con- 
tained the biological component. An- 
other component concerning the 
socio-economic issues was being con- 
ducted separately by Cornell Univer- 
sity and had also been originally sched- 
uled to be released before the end of 
1999. The biological study was paid 
for by the Defenders of Wildlife, at the 
pricey sum of $114,000, and was sup- 
posedly commissioned to a team of 

impartial scientists at a place called 
The Conservation Biology Institute in 
Corvallis, Oregon. 

A group calling itself the Citizens 
Advisory Committee, comprised of 
representatives of so-called “stake- 
holder groups,” (i.e. hunters, trappers, 
private land rights organizations, the 
tourist industry and environmental- 
ists) had been formed to oversee the 
process and make sure the feasibility 
study was produced with impartiality 
and without any undue pressure. The 
group was also charged with the re- 
sponsibility of making certain the 
study was released in a timely, fair and 
appropriate fashion. One of the anti- 
wolf members just couldn’t wait, how- 
ever, and released to an ano ae Times 
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reporter selected portions of the study 
which cast the reintroduction plan in 
an unfavorable light. By the next day 
National Public Radio was tied onto 
the story tighter than a canoe on a Car. 
Defenders of Wildlife was accused of 
postponing the airing of the study 
because it didn’t say what they wanted 
it to say. They countered with a reason 
for postponing the study that did som- 
ersaults over the top of the Jedediah 
Purdy irony scale. (The lead present- 
ing scientist was unable to make the 
conference due to being attacked by a 
German shepherd dog.) 


Potential reintroduction terrain for the gray wolf 


When the study was finally released 
on December 21, it did prove to be a 
great disappointment to those of us 
who would like to see the top predator 
restored to this ecosystem. According 
to the study, the biggest problem is 
that this supposedly “Forever Wild” 
Adirondack Park has been so deci- 
mated by logging, so chopped up by 
snowmobile trails and highways and 
so widely populated with towns and 
villages, that the wolf would not be 
able to survive here. The packs would 
be isolated and genetic inbreeding 
would occur, making for unhealthy 
populations. Of course, the study was 
disputed by other wolf biologists. Dr. 
L. David Mech, who is arguably the 
country’s leading wolf authority, 
claimed the study was seriously flawed 
and contained factual inconsistencies. 
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without more tests to determine what would happen 
to the microbe once it gets into the environment. 
The kudzu plant, native to Asia, has covered mil- 
lions of acres of land in the deep South, killing large 
trees and causing millions of dollars in damage. This 
genetically altered bacteria, if established on kudzu, 
could render thousands of acres of agricultural land 
Virtually useless within a aioe es | 


When interviewed by Bryan Mann, 
the Adirondack Park’s full time North 
Country Public Radio reporter, the 
day after the study was released, Dr. 
Mech said the genetic inbreeding ar- 
gument was a “straw man’s” argu- 
ment. Dr. Mech has been studying 
wolves for over 40 years and is the 
author of “The Arctic Wolf, Ten Years 
with the Pack.” 

* Another interesting tidbit from the 
study was the disclosure that the huge 
packs of coyotes roaming the 
Adirondacks have traces of red wolf 
DNA in their makeup, a theory which 
had already been studied extensively 
by Bob Chambers of the State Univer- 
sity of New York College of Environ- 
mental Science and Forestry that fea- 
tured in the October 1999 issue of 
Adirondack Life Magazine. The possible 
incidence of red wolf DNA in the coy- 
ote population led the Corvallis scien- 
tists somehow to extrapolate that the 
gray wolf had never been here and 
therefore, cannot be “re”-introduced. 
A search through historical records of 
the area, however, provides an arm 
load of bounty payments for wolf hides. 

Prior to the release of the biological 
component of the wolf reintroduction 
feasibility study, opponents to reintro- 
duction had been especially vocal. A 
huge gulf exists between two factions 
of people in the Adirondacks. On one 
side are people who have labeled them- 
selves “natives.” Not to be confused 
with Native Americans, these are people 
whose roots in this part of the country 
go back sometimes one or two genera- 
tions. Inundated with news of a boom- 
ing national economy and dot com 
millionaires, they feel left behind and 
are vitally interested in increasing the 
economic potential of the Adirondacks. 
On the other side stand a large group of 
people whose environmental concerns 
run all across the map but who have 
been lumped together simply as “tree- 
huggers.” The wolf has become the 
poster child for the schism that exists 
inside the park. 

Most of the small town elected offi- 
cials are against the idea of wolf rein- 
troduction. In fact, the Adirondack 
Association of Towns and Villages 
unanimously passed a resolution at its 
annual meeting opposing wolf rein- 
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troduction. The association claims 
membership of roughly 75 of the 100 
small towns located at least partially 
within the park’s boundaries. The wolf 
opponents argue that wolves would 
decimate the deer herds, which are, 
after all, intended by God as sport 
hunting targets for humans. The other 
big fear was that if a wolf pack estab- 
lished itself on private land, the En- 
dangered Species Act might possibly 
be invoked to prevent logging. 

The Adirondack Park is a patch- 
work quilt of state owned land, about 
two and a half million acres; the rest, 
and majority, is privately held land. 
The largest private landowners in the 
area are the giant paper companies 
who not only log the lands they own 
but lease the properties at a pretty 
penny to the towns and villages for 
snowmobile trails. Considering the 
amount of logging, snowmobiling, 
pesticide use (over one half of the 
towns inside the park treat their 
streams and lakes with bacillus 
thuringiensis israelensis, or BTI, for 
black flies) and the constant vari- 
ances for development granted by 
the Park’s governing body, the 
Adirondack Park Agency, one could 
wonder if Forever Wild is not one of 
the more oxymoronic, if not totally 
meaningless monikers ever applied. 
Many supporters of a more natural 
environment had hoped that restora- 
tion of the wolf might be a step to- 
ward reinserting some wildness into 
the Forever Wild. Great numbers of 
other wildlife species, including the 
loon, which the area is famous for, 
have had their numbers reduced due 
to the effects of acid rain. 

Nina Fascione, who has spear- 
headed the Defenders of Wildlife’s 
Northeast wolf reintroduction pro- 
gram for five years, said that the battle 
for wolves in this area is far from over. 
She noted that the much publicized 
and now successful reintroduction 
program in Yellowstone was a 20 year 
effort. Anyone wishing to spur on the 
efforts to pursue wolf reintroduction 
in the Northeast may contact De- 
fenders of Wildlife at 1101 14St. NW, 
Suite 1400, Washington DC 20005; 
(202) 789-2844, 682-1331 (fax); 
NFascione@Defender.Defenders.org. 
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BY GREG ADAIR AND JOYCE EDEN 


The most important showdown in a century is 
unfolding in an over-developed Yosemite. Will Muir’s 
incomparable valley now become an exclusive re- 
sort, meadows and woodlands newly hammered to 
fit expanding hotels with $200 rooms, vast new 
parking areas, new luxury restau- 
rants and monstrously widened 
roads for gigantic tour industry 
diesel busses? Or will growing 
outrage, legal leverage and 
grassroots pressure push through 
a Major re-greening in Yosemite? 

While it is not pristine, 
Yosemite today is closer than ever 
to a big restoration. This is be- 
cause, to the _ Interior 
Department's dismay, a judge has 
ordered the Yosemite Park Ser- 
vice to produce a Wild and Sce- 
nic River Management Plan 
(RMP). The problem for develop- 
ers is that the Merced River—key 
to all life in the watershed—runs 
right through the hotels and 
profit centers of Yosemite Valley. 
The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
(WSRA) could give teeth to long- 
held and long-ignored plans to restore the valley and 
other areas. For the concessionaire, tens of millions 
in annual profits are at stake. The concessionaire, big 
business, and the Interior Secretary who loves them 
have squared off against activists pushing for restora- 
tion in the valley. It’s a once-only opportunity for 
Yosemite, the chance of a lifetime. 

The current campaign follows what could have 
been a breakthrough for Yosemite. Flooding in 1997 
led Congress to release $178 million in disaster relief 


money, and the park service promised to enact por- 
tions of 1ts long-stalled General Management Plan 


(GMP). Yosemite’s GMP calls for reduction of com- 
mercialism and development. It’s worth mentioning 
that a broad section of the public supports the idea of 
“undeveloping” Yosemite—60,000 people partici- 
pated in Yosemite’s GMP process in the 1970s. But 
now it has become clear that the ’97 “flood of 
money” was the real curse and that business interests 
were working to leverage the public pie onto their 
plate. The flood money, concession fees and Fee 
Demo have combined to create one-quarter billion 
dollars in funds, six times the amount ever available 
to any national park in history! 

The betrayal of promised restoration was immedi- 
ate. Quickly, the cash went in hot pursuit of big 
development projects. The Park quickly unveiled 
plans for a $60-million expansion of one of the 
valley’s three hotels, the Yosemite Lodge. The Dela- 
ware North Company, Yosemite’s concessionaire 
(and contributors to Secretary Babbitt and Bill 
Clinton), met early with planners. Soon the hotel 
expansion, with enormous luxury rooms, business- 
conference rooms, new restaurant, valet area and 
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d for tourism has 
the Merced River, destroying and violating the Wild and 


Wolves & Poodles 


A big glossy picture of a wolf to Time magazine. The December 20 

issue of Time named the campaign to protect British Columbia’s Great 

Bear Rainforest the number one environmental issue on the 

planet for 1999. “You don’t have to be a conserva- 

tionist to know trees that have stood tall for 
centuries should not be cut down to make paper 
and bookshelves,” wrote Time. 

A rat, mouse, rabbit, cat, monkey, dog and 
wolf to Yossi Sarid, Israeli Minister of Educa- 
tion, who recently banned all animal experi- 
mentation, including dissection, in all Israeli 


employee dormitories was planned. The expansion 
was set to squash the only walk-in campground in 
Yosemite, destroy a woodland and plow roads along 
a meadow. The newly-formed Friends of Yosemite 
Valley (FoYV) sued to stop the project in 1998, 
followed by a broader lawsuit by Sierra Club which 
won a quick victory. The hotel plan was withdrawn. 


dumped rubble into 
Scenic Rivers Act. 


Immediately, another 
multi-million dollar de- 
velopment plan hit the 
ground running, the 
widening of 7.5 miles of 
the El Portal Road. Like 
the lodge plan, the road 
widening plan was not 
about flood repairs but 
was all about big profits 


for the tour industry 
while funneling more 


customers to view spots 
and gift shops. The old 
meandering road along 
the Merced River from 
the west was too small 
for the giant parlor 
buses. The road project 
started off suddenly and 
worked around the 
clock, cutting trees and 
bulldozing hillsides, 
blasting tons of granite 
and dumping the fill 
and cement into the 
river. The destruction was horrifying, the worst des- 
ecration in Yosemite since the Tioga Road was built 
across Tuolomne Meadows 40 years ago. 

The FoYV, Green Party, Sierra Club activists, 
Mariposans for Environmentally Responsible Growth 
(MERG), outraged local residents and David Brower 
convened at protests during winter 1999-2000 over 
the destruction in the Merced Canyon. This was soon 
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This is how they “save” ancient black oaks and the bat that * 
roosts in them. This well is supposed to be dug around the into anew upscale resort. We 
base to “save” the tree from the fill which has been dumped _ need your help! Mark your cal- 
on the formerly rich habitat slope. A sad joke which would not 
save the tree in any case. The tree which was marked to be f ? 
saved has been bashed to smithereens by heavy equipment, tets and radio about the public 


Yosemite Today: Muir Would Be Ashamed 


followed by an all-out lawsuit to stop the destruction» 
Although 11 sensitive species of bats, peregrine fal- 
cons, rare insects, yews and rare oaks, all in a rare 
pristine canyon were being destroyed, and even 
though the river was “protected” under the WSRA, 
the judge failed to grasp the enormity ofit. A restrain- 
ing order was denied. The destruction accelerated. 
The government was caught in an outrageous situa- 
tion with no excuse, trying to outrun the law. 

The law caught up. A handful of activists and a 
relentless legal’ battle ended in the summer of 1999. 
The judge stopped the last quarter of the project, 
declaring it illegal on all main points, and put the 
Interior Department under a decree: “Prepare a plan 
to protect and enhance the entire Merced drainage, 
in compliance with WSRA.” No other development 
plans are to be considered until this happens. WSRA 
seems to put an absolute stop to new development, 
and pushes restoration. The beginning of a new day 
in Yosemite, right? 

It’s not over. Vast profits are at stake. The Draft RMP 
was released January 4. 
Yosemite, pressured by Bab- 
bitt, has forced this crucial 
three-year plan into four 
months. Clinton, Gore and 
Babbitt want a massive re-de- 
velopment plan for Yosemite 
nailed down before they leave 
office. National environmen- 
tal groups are fronting, espe- 
cially the Wilderness Society, 
and have praised the lodge, 
cheered the road and slammed 
activists repeatedly in the press. 
In the compressed time frame, 
no new ‘scientific study was 
conducted. Outrageously, nar- 
rower protective corridors are 
being gerrymandered to add 
and not lose hotels and devel- 
opment. They even created 
“special” zones to allow enor- 
mous parking areas in a pris- 
tine part of the valley near El 
Cap Meadow. The signs are 
ominous: one-quarter billion 
public dollars are still trying to 
breed with plans to completely 
re-develop Yosemite Valley 
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endars, tell friends, newslet- 


comment from January 7- 
March 17. Send comments to the Yosemite National 
Park, attn: Merced River Plan, POB 577, Yosemite, CA 
95389; (209) 372-0456 (fax); yose_planning@ups.gov; 
www.nps.gov/yose/planning. 

For more information contact Friends of Yosemite 
Valley, POB 702, Yosemite CA, 95389; (209) 379- 
9337; yojo@batnet.com and gregadair@aol.com; 
www. yosemitevalley.org 


An incompetent bungling poodle to Treasury Department lawyers who 
“accidentally” shredded 162 boxes of documents about government leases on 
Native American reservations. The boxes contained evidence that the Treasury 
Department hid money it owed tribes for grazing, mining and logging leases on 
Native land. Come on guys, recycle at least. 

A really bitter poodle to all the dumb-asses who convinced us civilization 
was going to collapse from Y2K problems at the stroke of midnight. Fuck you. 

A fur coat made of poodles to the Burlington Coat Factory, who was 
recently exposed by Dateline NBC for selling fur coats made out of domesti- 
cated dogs. Beats selling coats made of wolves. 

A spray-painted green poodle to Willamette Industries, who got“in- 
dependently certified” for their “sustainable forestry” 
by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC). The FSC’s 
certification standards were written by... guess who? 


' 


Astumbling, beer-soaked wolf tounknown 
perpetrators who dropped a high voltage power 
transmission tower outside of Bend; Oregon, on 
December 30. Police found beer cans and other 
drunk sign and believe the crime was carried out by 


A peroxide-blond poodle to our favorite poodle, 
the US Forest Service. The Freds are planning to 
switch their 15,000 vehicle fleet from the traditional 
Forest Service pea-green paint scheme to dumb, bor- 
ing white. What little character this rotten agency 
had is going the way of the buffalo. Plus, it’ll be a lot 
harder to spot the bastards. 
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The Pure Politic 


BY ERROL SCHWEIZER 


Chellis Glendinning is an unusual person: a Euro- 
pean-American working for environmental justice. 
Hailing from a 40-year history of activism, she has 
participated in the civil rights, peace, feminist, 
ecology, antinuclear and indigenous rights move- 
ments. Author of the bold “Notes Towards a Neo- 
Luddite Manifesto,” (Ute Reader, March 1990), she 
is a founding member, along with Kirkpatrick Sale, 
Vandana Shiva, Stephanie Mills and others, of the 
Washington DC-based Jacques Ellul Society. 
Glendinning is also a psychologist and the author of 
four books, including the hot-off-the-press Off the 
Map (An Expedition Deep into Imperialism, the Global 
Economy and Other Earthly Whereabouts). Others 
include My Name is Chellis and I’m in Recovery from 
Western Civilization and the Pulitzer Prize-nomi- 
nated When Technology Wounds. She lives in a 
Chicano land-based village in northern New Mexico. 

EF!J: Please give us a little overview on the types 
of issues that you’re working on in terms of envi- 
ronmentalism and sovereignty in the southwest- 
ern United States. 

CG: I’m interested in the land grant 
issue, and that means that I’m inter- 
ested in issues of sovereignty. We’re 
living in a nation-state that was 
founded by a process of violence of 
oppression, conquering, take-over, 
colonization and consumption. The 
laws that we are operating under and 
the spaces we assume to be our home- 
lands are part and parcel of that his- 
tory. That can’t be forgotten. Yet it is 
forgotten: Most people buy the myths 
of democracy, freedom and nation- 
hood in the United States. Thankfully, 
it’s a tenet of the bioregional move- 
ment, Native rights movements and 
here in New Mexico, the land grant 
movement to break the empire down, 
to return to our place in watershed- 
based, sustainable communities. 

EF!J:; What do you mean by land 
grant? What is that movement about? 

CG: In 1848 the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo ended the Mexican-American 
War, which was basically a war of ag- 
gression. The US took over what became Califor- 
nia, Arizona, Texas, New Mexico and southern 
Colorado. We took over half of Mexico. 

Before that, the lands on these places had been 
divided into communal parcels among the Native 
and Spanish cultures. I say cultures because the 
people known as “Spanish” were in fact largely 
Mexican Indians who had been enslaved by the 
conquistadors, then mixed with local Native folks: 
Tewa, Keres, Diné, Apache. All the cultures were 
land-based and sustainable. For many, the land 
was divided into villages, often in the valley, and 
then there were the communal lands in the forests. 
Each land grant was just large enough to sustain a 
cluster of villages. So, things were operating much 
as visionaries in today’s bioregional movement 
would like them to be. 

But the US government came in and stole the 
communal lands from the people. In the treaty the 
government had agreed to honor the land grants. 
By then they brought in their lawyers and survey- 
ors and the Court of Public Land Claims and just 
took it. For instance the Truchas Land Grant, 
which served the three villages of Chimayo, Truchas 
and Cordova, was originally 49,000 acres. After the 
official “survey,” it suddenly was reduced to 7,000. 
Next, these lands became US government-owned 
“public lands”—Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Management lands—to be used for whatever ac- 
tivities served, not the health of the land-based 
communities... You can see how clashes between 
conservationists and the indigenous communities 
could arise from such a confused set-up. To some 
environmentalists, public lands are a legal con- 
struction that can be used in the here and now to 
protect wilderness. 
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EF!J: Do you think the land grants movement 
poses a threat to efforts to preserve public lands? 

CG: Some conservationists see the return of the 
land grants as a form of privatization of land. But 
I see it as a return to something that is more basic 
to the question of how humans can get off the 
global economy and behave as respectable, sus- 
tainable humans again: communal, watershed- 
based ownership of the land, nurtured from gen- 
eration to generation, where people are the partici- 
pants in the unfolding of the natural world. It’s 
astounding to me the ecological knowledge I’ve 
encountered being around people from the vil- 
lages of northern New Mexico and its land grant 
communities. And their dedication to the health 
of the forests and rivers. 

EF!J: How do you see the Zero Cut proposal 
posing problems for the communities that you 
work with? What kind of solution do you think 
would help? 

CG: Given the state of the planet, I think that 
Zero Cut is a really interesting politic. I’ve always 
admired it. Having lived in a land-based commu- 


nity where people know the forest, know the 
river, know their place and are willing to fight for 
it, I’ve come around to what I call “almost Zero 
Cut.” I know that the Zero Cut activists find that 
idea to be a travesty, as if I was a clearcutting 
corporate manager myself. But I’m in favor of 
softening Zero Cut to accommodate indigenous 
peoples with prior claim to the land who are 
practicing sustainable forestry in the interests of 
their communal survival. 

EF!J: In your book, My Name is Chellis and I’m in 
Recovery from Western Civilization, you refer to this 
notion of recovering from unsustainability. How 
can non land-based peoples recover from mass 
technological civilization? What can we learn from 
land-based peoples? 

CG: Human beings literally evolved in unmedi- 
ated participation with the natural world. We 
came to be who we are, not in a city, not sur- 
rounded by concrete or in a room, but in nature. 
In essence, we are as natural as a deer or a pine 
tree, and this realization I think offers a launching 
place for remaking our reunion with the natural 
world. You know that in Native languages there is 
no word for “wilderness” or “wild.” The separa- 
tion of human from nature is an artifact of West- 


‘ern urban-based thought. So, we begin with know- 


ing we are nota cancer on the planet, but rather its 
sons and its daughters. 

And then we move to survival. Living in a land- 
based community we have learned that the basis of 
relationship between human and nature begins 
with food. All legitimate human culture originates 
with the process of finding, growing, preparing 
and sharing food. In my village people hunt for 
their meat, they fish for dinner, grow their own 


Chellis Glendinning and friends 


An interview with Chellis Glendinning 


corn, chile and squash, dig the irrigation ditch to 
support their growing and expand the riparian 
habitat into the desert. I know that in the cities 
people go to conferences to hash over every little 
aspect of the spiritual experience of being in na- 
ture. But here, where people live sustainably, our 
place on this planet does not appear to be so 
esoteric. It’s not something you need to grasp for or 
be bewildered by. When your food and culture and 
the meaning of your life come from the Earth, 
gratitude to Creation, connectedness with life and 
humility before death are so intrinsic, you don’t 
even have to talk about them. 


EF!J: How can such ideas become a praxis in a 


place like New York City? Is it possible? 

CG: Cities are unsustainable by nature and 
unecological by definition. But there is indeed 
something archetypal about cities, and herein I 
think we can discover the enthusiasm and defen- 
siveness that many people bring to their place in 


urban life. It goes back to the fact that when we - 


lived as gatherer-hunters, we would roam around 
in bands of 40 or 50 people. But every summer 
there would be a grand gathering 
that would last maybe a month, and 
everybody would come together to 
form a temporary “city.” A lot of 
wonderful, exciting things would 
take place. People would meet their 
lovers, trade things they’d made or 
found, and there would be games 
and competitions and storytelling. 
But it was temporary and therefore 
sustainable. Like so many things in 
mass technological society, the urge 
people have for cities is right-on, but 
truncated from its original source. 

So how do we deal with this. I think 
we address it, individually and in our 
communities, by becoming as locally- 
based as we can. Tea is the ultimate 
food of the empire: Pick herbs-in- 
stead. Grow sprouts. Preserve. Restore. 
Trade. Think of ways to get off the 
| = corporate economy. Farmers’ mar- 
= kets are important. In Havana, Cuba, 
"= where sustainability is no luxury, 
every apartment has its own garden. 
In Oakland, California, inner-city 
folks are experimenting with growing enough food 
for a family of four in a cast-off bureau drawer. 

This urge to sustainability brings me to what I 
call pure politic. This is a politic that reflects what 
is really, truly happening to us at this late-stage of 
global capitalism-racist imperialism-patriarchy— 
you know—this system that is encroaching upon 
every person’s life, every community’s survival, 
every forest’s health. A pure politic confronts the 
predicament directly. One reason I like living in 
New Mexico is that it’s still a world of pure politic. 
The multinational comes in to do copper mining, 
and the people rise up and say, “You can’t mine 
here. This is where we get our clay to make our 
pots. We’re going to declare war on you!” 

The Luddites were engaged in a pure politic. 
They were protecting their sustainable village life. 
As soon as the colonies have been conquered, the 
capitalization has been amassed, the factory has 
gone up, the mass technologies are in place and 
you're a wage-slave, you have a secondary politic, 
a catch-up politic. Such efforts are important for 
the sake of peoples’ lives and ecologies. But they're 
removed from the original source of injustice. 
You’ve already lost the land, your community has 
already been decimated, the environmental degra- 
dation has already been wrecked. I feel that if we 
can negotiate a pure politic, then we have the basis 
for a vision. People who have the capacity to live 
sustainably on this Earth, you know. But as long 4S 
we are fighting against a stoplight or where exactly 
the Walmart will be situated, we’re pretty far re- 
moved from what the real issues are.about. Our joD 
is to understand what we are fighting for: We'Té 
fighting to be people loving the Earth and living 
upon it the way we were meant to be. 
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Dineh Elders Speak About 
February Eviction Deadline 


BY BLACK MEsa INDIGENOUS SUPPORT 


The New Year began with the first 
major snowstorm of the season. No 
precipitation had fallen for over 100 
days, and everyone welcomed the 
moisture that the snow brought, cru- 
cial to the health and vitality of the 
people’s flocks of sheep and goats, 
particularly during the winter and 
spring lambing season. The roads were 
nonetheless difficult to drive on, and 
subzero windchills humbled all. 

Whilst the passing of Y2K proved 
relatively calm and nothing like the 
apocalypse many expected, the people 
of Black Mesa are facing the “final” 
threatening forced-relocation deadline. 
February 1, 2000 is the date when all 
Dineh (Navajo) living on the so-called 
“Hopi Partition Land” (HPL) whodidn’t 
sign the Accommodation Agreement 
are subject to unconditional removal 
from ancestral homelands at the hands 
of federal and tribal agents. 

On January 5, 2000, a public an- 
nouncement issued by Navajo Nation 
president Kelsey Begaye, Hopi Tribal 
Council (HTC) chairman Wayne Tay- 
lor, Jr., US Attorney for Arizona Jose 
deJesus Rivera and Christopher Bavasi, 
mayor of Flagstaff and director of the 
Office of Navajo and Hopi Indian Re- 
location, stated that no forced evic- 
tions would take place on February 1; 
while the HTC could eeey evict the 


Dineh as of BUSES a , they’ve pledged 
roug - 


eral courts. Since resistors have al- 
_ ready been subjected to periodic ha- 
tassment by HTC and Bureau of In- 
dian Affairs officials for many years, 
February 1 could very easily usher in a 
new phase of intensified pressure 
against them that may persist for 
months or years. 

Regardless of the untrustworthiness 
of bureaucrats, families facing reloca- 
tion refuse to leave their ancestral home- 
land. February 1 will not change their 
beliefs; it is simply another tactic initi- 
ated by the government to erode the 
strength and morale of resistors. The 
foll ‘ing are statements from resisting 
Din Elders given to Big Mountain 
Indigeneous Support (BMIS) volunteers 
during a fact-finding expedition to the 
Traditionals’ homes in early January. 

Kee Watchman: “For those coming 
it may be expected that the BIA, Hopi 
Tribe and state police will put up road 
blockades, as they have done in the 
past (during the annual spring gather- 
ings and Sun Dances). Bring video 
equipment please. People here are ex- 
pecting a good snow! Go through the 
(BMIS) support group before coming.” 

Roberta Blackgoat: “We have no 
choice. Everything is out of our pock- 
ets. Emptying ourselves. Digging our 
Mother Earth, killing, making weap- 
ons. Money is also part of Mother’s 
precious body and now turning around 
and trying to kill her. Now children 
are not respectful. 

(They) wanted to get rid of all these 
human beings; to take (Mother Earth’s) 
hearts, intestines, which (we’re) sup- 
posed to be living on. 

This is how it’s been set by Indians’ 
prayers; taken care of by Indians’ Holy 
Songs and this is not being respected. 
Visitors not respecting this. This has 
to be stopped! We need our children 


to respect the Earth. Write to congres- 
sional leaders in Washington and call 
them too. Their hearts have to be 
touched. I hear McCain is running for 
president. Not good! To be stopped! 
Also, Hopi say they will do nothing 
but people do not believe it. 

The Creator has sent us here to take 
care of the land. If they want us to 
leave then sue the Creator first!” 

Pauline Whitesinger: “I have no for- 
mal education to move to the city, to 
pay bills. Here is simple life, I need no 
money to live here... 

We borrow this land from Mother 
Earth. Nobody on Earth can say it’s 
their land. Father Sky is looking at us 
saying we shouldn’t be saying ‘this is 
our land.’ 

Nobody on Earth can say it’s their 
land! Father Sky is looking at us saying 
we shouldn’t be saying that this is our 
land. They have noright impounding 
(livestock) because I told them not to 
come over to my house or to even 
come to the top of the hill to look at 
my house or even to write to me. 

What do they want? We just borrow 
(the Land) and live here.” 

Glenna Begay: “We the Navajos have 
been living here for generations and 
generations and the bad things that 
are going on are really going on! What’s 
the real reason we are being threat- 
ened? My ancestors lived here. I was 
born and raised here... peace and quiet! 
The land was beautiful at that time. 

We (once) had rain and snow. Now, 
we don’t have snow. r 

Everything we live in belongs to us. 
House... animals. Why do the Hopi 
and BIA impound? We are not doing 
anything. They are the ones doing 
things. 

It’s been 21 years the land disputes 
been going on. That’s too long. And 
that 75-year lease they added on—I ask 
‘why?’ Are they going to be threaten- 
ing people that long? We live here! The 
table is here; we eat here. They come 
here taking our food away from us. 
They take the animals. want the whole 
thing to end so we can live a happy life. 


So we can live the way we used to when . 


I was very young. 

It’s good to apply pressure on McCain 
and all the others; the UN, too.” 

Rena Babbitt-Lane: “There’s a lot of 
pollution from Peabody Coal Mine 
and a lot of the people are sick from it. 

It’s our land on this Mesa-they don’t 
need to bother us. They cannot im- 
pound anymore. What they are doing 
to us is making us sick. There has been 
destruction of grave sites. They’re 
crushing cement foundations of 
people’s homes that have been aban- 
doned because of relocation. They are 
taking. It shows you how they are 
greedy. They’re erasing all evidence of 
genocide. Two burials of our family 
were destroyed. They were torn down 
and taken away somewhere. 

Let them all come! Whoever can 
come, come! Supporters can put tents 
up at the roads for lookout.” 

Louise Benally: “It’s (the use of di- 
rect action) up to the people who have 
to live with it every day, and some 
Navajo are scared. Apply public pres- 
sure at all levels, churches, students— 
an uprising in the universities. 

November 30: In a vision there were 
possibly 1,000 teepees in the clouds in 


.because they stood up to... 


' aside to help 


the East. Later that day the sun had 
horns, like buffaloes, meaning ‘war.’ 
It shows that the universe knows 
there’s an imbalance. 

It’s a global matter. Burning fossil 
fuel is depleting not only our culture 
but the planet too. People who went 
to Seattle we give high honors too 
the beast. 
We felt we were there in spirit too. 
They (WTO) are disregarding the 
planet. This is a global issue; sh He is 
a big contributor.” 

We can’t guarantee shelter for ev- 
eryone. Know when coming here you 
are taking a 
risk in regards 
to shelter.” 

SB Sake Se 
O’Daniel: “ I 
know support- 
ers have their 
own lives, and 
they put that 


with us here 
and I wanted to 
show my appre- 
ciation. Sitting 
down with me 
and even just 
talking helps a 
lot. Supporters 
are always welcome into my home. 
Civil disobedience is good. It shows 
the world that our ancestral lands are 
being taken away. I believe if there 
are supporters they’re (BIA) going to 
hold back and wait for them to leave. 
They don’t want to be on the news, in 
the media, because they don’t want 
to be exposed like that. I really appre- 
ciate their support... ‘If it wasn’t for 
supporters, we’d be thrown outa long 
time ago’... as my mother Maryrose 
Bedoni has said. The BIA is supposed 
to be taking care of us but instead 
they’re working against us. We bor- 
row this land from Mother Earth.” 

The struggle will continue long af- 
ter this “deadline.” Just as the Battle 
of Seattle opened the eyes of the 
world to the fact that the people can 
effect change, so the world will real- 
ize people can prevent the extermi- 
nation of indigenous peoples, cul- 
tures and ecosystems. 

If you plan to come in support act 
under the guidance of families! Self 
sufficiency is a must! BMIS has sup- 
porter packets including cultural sen- 
sitivity and outfitting/preparation in- 
formation. Communications/scan- 
ning equipment is a priority. 

There is concern throughout the 
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i in solidarity resistors during a 1 997 deadline. 


land that if everyone shows only for 
January-February, the authorities will 
move in once support has waned—a 
strategy utilized in the past. It’s sug- 
gested that support stagger in during 
the coming months. Remember, 
lambing season’s busiest months are 
March through May. 

Demonstrations are being planned 
around the February deadline in Flag- 
staff, Phoenix and Tucson, Arizona. 
Demonstrations are encouraged in 
all other cities where relevant offices 
exist. Please consult our web page for 
more information. 


Off-land support: Plan demonstra- 
tions/direct action at key offices; of- 
fice/media/computer assistance (our 
office currently is two organizers’ small 
bedroom); outreach/fundraising; let- 
ters/phone calls to key officials. 

On-land support: sheepherding and 
household help; homesteading and 
construction work; auto repair and 
maintenance; permaculture projects; 
fence-building; BIA/tribal ranger moni- 
toring, human rights; transportation; 
medical, video and communications 
support; 

Prospective supporters are re- 
quested to contact BMIS first. Rides 
to and from the land available. Gas 
money ($40) and supporter packets 
are mandatory; no housing accom- 
modations available in Flagstaff, Ari- 
zona. Stay posted for updates, his- 
torical information, etc. We have all 
the necessary information for con- 
tacting appropriate public officials. 
The world is watching! 

For more information, Black Mesa 
Indigenous Support, POB 23501, Flag- 
staff, AZ 86002; (520) 773-8086; 
§tranmonta@hotmail.com; 
www.blackmesais.org. 

This is anonviolent effort! No weap- 
ons, alcohol or drugs! 
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forest land began in the Black Hills, near Nemo, South Dakota, ‘Inthe eae Ty 
that’s past since this historic event, over five billion-board-feet of old-growt 2 i 
yellowbark pines have been ripped from theland sacredtothe lake ota peopleand — 
converted to decking, railroad ties and two-by-fours. Almost all of the ee estthat 
functioned as an old-growth ecosystem has been destroyed, replz e Oc- 
_ulture tree farms ravaged by insects, disease outbreaks and catastro pe fore sda 
_ fires in the tightly packed stands. ‘The forest of 100 years age ; dominate ated by 


two-foot diameter pines containing 1000 to 2000 board . 
_ tree. The average tree today is eight to 10 inches igdinmeteran and produces little _ 
‘more than 70 board feet. This publicly owned forest has sold fe for as little as $5 
per thousand board feet for most of the past century. Every PSR Ea 
100 acres of national forest land in the Black Hillsis a h ghgrac 


remaining trees removed. 


The tragedy of the Black Hills is mitrored i in the atonal orests ac oss t 1e 


A century of unsustainable logging (‘management” in C a 


parlance) haslefta legacy of denuded hillsides, « d 
and extinct species, and dependent human c m1 


nunities. Ever 


Service logging program costs the taxpayers more than $1. Sbillion int iis lowco 


timber sales. Hundreds of timber sales continue ied 
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GE Activists take on SYENKERTSEES 


BY BIOENGINEERING ACTION NETWORK 


On October 26, 1999, two institu- 
tions near Seattle practicing genetic 
mutilation of trees were dealt a blow 
by anti-biotech foresters. Genetically 
engineered (GE) poplar trees were 
trampled, a greenhouse and saplings 
destroyed, and captive squirrels re- 
leased. One week earlier, “The WTO 
Welcome Committee” euthanized 
hundreds of fruit trees at Okanagan 
Biotechnology Inc. (OBI) in 
Summerland, British Columbia, 
where mad scientists are working to 
develop genetically modified variet- 
ies of tree fruits that will be more 
attractive to consumers and more 
profitable to retailers. This highly 
necessary research amounts to pro- 
ducing fruit that will not turn brown 
once it is cut. 

Nighttime lumberjacks, calling 
themselves “Reclaim the Genes,” 
chopped, broke and stomped 500 trees 
and seedlings on tree breeding com- 
pany, Silvagen, Inc.’s test plots at the 
University of British Columbia, caus- 
ing an estimated $250,000 worth of 
damage and wiping out five years of 
research. The company reports that it 
will have to start the project all over 
again if the Forests Ministry (collabo- 
rator in their breeding program) wishes 
to continue the research. Four days 
later, the “Genetix Goblins” trashed 
1,000 assorted conifer saplings at 
Western Forest Products in Saanich, 
British Columbia. 

What was once a mildly expressed 

disdain for the replacement of native 
forests with monoculture tree planta- 
tions, has escalated to a campaign of 
preemptive attacks on a fast growing 
field of biotechnology that promises 
an entirely new type of monoculture— 
genetically improved and engineered 
trees. Don’t forget—trees are consid- 
ered as much of acrop as potatoes and 
soybeans. And just like their vegetable 
counterparts, the risks of genetic pol- 
lution and toxicity to wildlife pose a 
real threat to. But the personal respon- 
sibility revolution has completely 
missed the scientific community. One 
Oregon State University tree geneticist 
announced at a biotech conference 
last year, “Those issues (genetic pollu- 
tion, etc.) are not of concern to hard 
science—they are to be determined by 
public policy.” When’s the last time 
the US Department of Agriculture 
asked you how they should imple- 
ment new technologies? The USDA is 
actually a full fledged supporter of new 
genetic technologies and is cooperat- 
ing with industry in forestry research 
stations around the country to bring 
these frankentrees to market. With an 
agenda as heinous as theirs (Animal 
Damage Control, US Forest Service, end- 
less meat and dairy industry subsidies, 
GEcrop regulation, the development of 
the “Terminator” genes) is it really 
any surprise? 

Scientists believe GE forestry will not 
only boost forestry and reduce pollu- 
tion but will also mark the beginning of 
a new era when forest trees can follow 
animals and crops in becoming more 
fully domesticated. 

Unlike many food crops which have 
been hybridized beyond recognition, 
the plantation tree species being geneti- 
cally “improved” and field tested by 

_ unique collaborations between the tim- 
ber industry and government/university 
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researchers are still fairly close to their 
wild relatives. This makes the problem 
of cross-pollination with wild species 
an even greater risk. While hybrid veg- 
etables and tree monocultures wreak 
plenty of havoc on native prairie and 
forest ecosystems, the powerful force of 
wildness has been known to reclaim 
colonized areas in time. But as any ecolo- 
gist will predict, genetic pollution from 
GE plantation monocrops threaten the 
stability of native ecosystems in a com- 
pletely unpredictable and potentially 
permanent way. 

Tree geneticists working on the pop- 
lar family (cottonwoods and aspens) 
at Oregon State University wrote in 
their 1994-95 report: “Unlike crops 
such as maize, which cannot spread in 
the wild, poplars have undergone little 
domestication and can thus spread 
and establish readily. Both male and 
female gametes can disperse large dis- 
tances, the latter by water as well as 
wind transport. Transgenes and 
transgenics could thereby readily 
introgress into wild populations with 
possible ecological impacts.” 

Governments have tried to appease 
the concern by setting limits beyond 
which a crop cannot cross-pollinate 
safely. If this is a reality for vegetable 
crops, then trees, whose seeds and pol- 
len are distributed by wind, insects, 
birds and animals, can potentially cross- 
pollinate with native forests hundreds 
of miles away. Researchers are trying to 
avoid this problem by creating 
cottonless cottonwoods and allowing 
GE tree field trials of only young, pre- 


pollinating trees. “Terminator” sterile 


seed trees are being proposed as another 
possible solution. The development of 
such mutant species could amount to 
a bio-colonialization with frightening 
implications. 

The list of ecological risks posed by GE 
trees is long. Tolerance to herbicides 
such as Monsanto’s Round-Up would 
ensure higher doses of the toxic weed 
killer in plantations, where the delicate 
balance of age and species diversity is 
simply not attainable or even desirable. 
In native forests where the resistant trait 
may have cross-pollinated, such herbi- 
cides could eventually provoke 
“superweeds” that choke undergrowth 
and compete for nutrients. 

Insecticidal genes such as Bt (Bacillus 
thuringiensis) are intended to maintain 
productivity in pest ridden plantations, 
but scientists fear quick adaptation to 
the toxins could threaten the complex 
interactions between insects and plants 
and render the tree’s novel defenses 
useless. Researchers have already found 
Bt cotton decomposes faster, thereby 
releasing nutrients to soil micro-organ- 
isms more quickly than ordinary leaves. 
External alterations such as fast rotting 
leaves could have tremendous impact 
on the forest floor ecosystem. 

While decades of selective planta- 
tion breeding have already produced 
fast-growing trees, industry seeks to 
speed up the breeding process with GE 
growth acceleration and control of flow- 
ering. This could easily lead to an even 
faster depletion of nutrients and water 
than occurs in conventional tree farms, 
notto mention the suppression of other 
younger species and understory should 
these mutants escape to natural forests. 
Where heavily irrigated plantations (i.e. 
eucalyptus) have turned the soil salty, 
salt tolerance is a possibility. Similarly, 
bioremediating genes for nitrogen fix- 


ing and uptake of heavy metal 
contamination will help industrial 
polluters continue to profit off their 
bio-disasters. 

Lignin alteration is a favorite in 
GE forestry, as it increases yield and 
growth rate, and subsequently al- 
lows the pulp and paper industry to 
avoid environmental laws and cut 
costs associated with the lignin-re- 
moval process. This is a commonly 
heralded “environmental aim” of 
GE forestry, yet like all such ma- 
nipulations of natural processes, it 
comes with an ecological price. Sci- 
entists report that lignin reduces 
digestibility of plants by herbivores, 
which could adversely affect feed- 
ing and population growth rates of 
leaf and tree eaters. The chemical 
also slows leaf and wood decompo- 
sition, thereby threatening soil 
structure and fertility. 

The development of GE tree fruits 
such as apples, pears and plums is 
truly frightening. Citrus fruits are 
the target of a scientific program to 
neutralize the bitter liminoids that 
lower the quality and value of com- 
mercial juices. But these substances 
are essential to the tree’s defenses 
against insects and are also known 
to possess some anti-cancer proper- 
ties. Delayed ripening is another 
popular trait for fruit and has already 
been used experimentally on grapes, 
berries and tomatoes, as well as com- 
mercially on melons. An especially 
disturbing trend is the development 
of tree fruit engineered with vaccines 

to provide medications to the poor 
and undernourished—another ex- 
cuse to avoid the social causes of 
poverty and disease. 

The socio-economic implications of 
GE forestry are huge as well. This is 
especially true in Southern countries 
where forest-based cultures are more 
directly impacted by increased pro- 
duction and bio-colonialism. Tropical 
fruit plantation economies will be 
dragged further into the dead-end de- 
velopment model invoked by the green 
revolution rather than re-establishing 
sustainable community-based au- 
tonomy. Do you think it’s a coinci- 
dence that sugar cane, coffee, bananas, 
papaya, kiwifruit and cocoa are all re- 
ceiving huge research grants to im- 
prove and alter varieties that have lost 
their ability to adapt to plantation ste- 
tility? Planned obsolescence doesn’t 
just apply to computers! 

For obvious reasons, the international 
timber industry is all over GE. Already, 
a $60-million research partnership has 
been forged among Monsanto, Fletcher- 
Challenge, International Paper and 
Westvaco to produce higher-yielding 
and more uniform GE trees. 

International Paper is planting GE 
eucalyptus in Chiapas. A Canadian tree 
breeding company, Silvagen, Inc., the 
American company InterLink and the 
Chile Foundation, recently formed 
GenFor, Inc., anew multinational com- 
pany devoted to producing transgenic 
plants resistant to insects and fungi, 
with greater wood production, as well 
as improving the process of pulp and 
paper production. 

Industry-university collaborations are 
leading the way in GE tree research. 
ForBio Inc., an Australian forest biotech 
company, recently established its first 
US branch on the North Carolina State 
University campus. ForBio and 
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Sorry for your loss.... 


Monsanto entered into a joint agree- 
ment in 1998, creating the Indonesian 
company Monfori Nusantra, which 
has developed a robot to automate 
tree cloning. 

The poplar family is seen as ideal for 
genetic engineering, due to its small, 
simple genome. Research at University 
of Washington and Oregon State Uni- 
versity is rapidly bringing these species 
toward the commercial market. Round- 
Up Ready (engineered with herbicide 
resistance) and Bt (engineered with an 
insecticidal bacteria) cottonwoods are 


currently undergoing large-scale in- 
dustrial plantation trials on Potlatch 


Corporation land in eastern Oregon. 

This experimental project is a result of 
Oregon State University’s renowned Tree 
Genetic Engineering Research Cooperta- 
tive (TGERC). TGERC members include 
Alberta Pacific, Boise Cascade, Electric 
Power Research Institute (EPRI), Georgia 
Pacific, International Paper, James River, - 
MacMillan Bloedel, Potlatch, Shell, 
Union Camp, US Department of Energy 
(DOE), Westvaco and Weyerhaeuser. 

Patent applications have been filed 
on the transgenic (mostly low lig- 
nin) aspen, with prominent research 
collaborations between Iowa State 
University and Nippon Paper com- 
pany. Michigan Tech is negotiating 
GE aspen licensing agreements with 
an unnamed major wood-products 
corporation. 

Researchers at North Carolina State 
University are mapping the genome of 
the loblolly pine, as part of the USDA 
Plant Genome Project. Information 
gleaned from the mapping will enable 
plant scientists to determine which 
genes control various traits, such as 
disease and drought resistance, growth 
rate and wood strength among others, 
leading to “improved” breeding and 
genetic enhancement. 

And just about every other tree seems 
to be barreling through the research pipe- 
line almond, walnut, chestnut, birch, 
scots pine, white spruce, sweetgum, larch, 
sandalwood, black spruce, pines andelm 
are currently undergoing some kind of 
genetic mutilation. Luckily, and unlike 
most GE crops, the majority of GE trees 
are not yet commercialized. Convincing 
investors that GE forestry is an unsound 
investment seems like a strategy with 
infinite possibilities. 

For more information contact Bioengi- 
neering Action Network at POB 11703, 
Eugene, Oregon 97440; (S41) 302-5020; 
ban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban. 
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A HOW-TO GUIDE FOR THE SHY GARDENER 


BY NIGHTTIME GARDENERS 


The following primer was put together to in- 

) struct folks coming to the WTO on the finer points 

of nightime gardening. For a complete how-to 

guide and to give us your input please email us at 

nighttimegardeners@angelfire.com or visit 
www.tao.ca/~ban. 


Evening attire for the nighttime gardener 

Gardening is a very dirty job. For the least hassle, 
wear a complete set of old clothes that can be 
discarded easily. Don’t be cheap, and don’t be 
afraid to waste perfectly good gear. Throw stuff 
away or you'll go to jail. Black evening attire is 
best for shy gardeners. 

A forensic scientist can tell roughly where you’ve 
been from the dirt and soil that you pick up on your 
travels. Say, for instance, you’ve been gardening at 
a Monsanto test site of GE corn. The traces of earth 
will be upon you, as will traces of plant life, such as 
pollen that you may have brushed against. 

On soft surfaces such as mud, earth, dog shit, etc., 
shoe impressions will be left behind. These impres- 
sions can be traced back to a particular pair of 
shoes, Shoes will also pick up traces of oil, glass, etc. 
Throw away your shoes. 

Gardening just after a spraying of RoundUp, 
Liberty or other toxic herbicides may pose a 
grave threat to the health-conscious gardener. 
Gore-Tex or rubber rain gear (easily stolen from 
Wal-Mart), medical masks, and chemical-protec- 
tive gloves may be necessary. 


) The best time to go 
) The best gardening time for the shy gardener is 
obviously at night; the new moon is better than 
; when it is full. For the most part you have two 
choices. Early a.m. is quite dead, but remember 
how long the job will take. Starting earlier in the 
pe" evening will give you more of an excuse to be out. 
/ Agricultural areas or neighborhood garden plots 
can be a busy place as farmers usually get an early 
start on the day, sometimes before dawn. At these 
| hours a light of any sort will draw attention. Cover 
) flashlights with blue or red saran wrap, tinted tape, 
or a gel to mute stark white light. 
Bear in mind that a hard rain will wash away most 
traces and provide visual and audio cover. 
Reconnaissance is imperative. Make sure the gar- 
den is right for you. There may be security. There 
may also be cameras at university test sites/green- 
houses or biotech corporation sites. For the main 
part, these cameras serve to deter potential “gar- 
deners,” and instill a healthy sense of paranoia. 
Those who are careful stay free! 


How to spot your crop 

The timing of your harvest is important if you 
want to actually sabotage their research and cause 
economic damage. Acting too early could allow 
them to replant; acting too late could harvest 
their crop for them! Harvesting just before flow- 
ering prevents the mutant genes from escaping 
through the plant’s pollen, and if you can’t get it 
by then, you can cut down the plant before the 
seeds are fully developed. Don’t just harvest the 
beans or corn cob either, harvest the whole plant 
from the stems, or better yet, pull it right up out 
of the ground. 

It’s important to research what you are targeting 
and who. Considering how pervasive commercial 
GEcropsare, it’s a good idea to target research, both 

” at universities and corporate facilities (is there re- 
ally any difference?). Industry collaborates with 
local farmers to grow seed and test varieties in their 
fields, often in return for advertising their more 
impressive trials with big signs plugging the com- 
pany and the variety. The basic reality is that 
commercial GE crops cover 20 million acres of 
American farmland. Attacking random commer- 
cial fields is simply not strategic, especially when 
there are so many better research targets. If a re- 
search project is “nipped in the bud,” so to speak, 
it may never make it to the commercial market! 


The nighttime gardener’s toolbox 

The tools you'll use for gardening will vary, but 
for some crops you won’t need any at all. Your 
hands in good work gloves (fingerprints can be 
lifted from anything these days) will do just fine. 
Night gardeners have had success with rolling their 
bodies over the crops as well, but this may only 
bend certain crops at certain ages, instead of dam- 
aging them beyond repair. Some GE crops (like 
older trees) are nearly impossible to take out with- 
out tools. Some people like to use saws, scythes, 
machetes, hoes, shears or other tools, but it’s really 


a personal preference. Think simple and stream- 
lined. Ever try to carry a machete over barbed 
wire? Not easy! They can sometimes be too much 
trouble, too time consuming or difficult to part 
with after gardening. One group reported that a 
long metal pole pushed across one or two rows of 
corn (dubbed the “California Corn Cutter”) 
worked well for quick, convenient and energy- 
efficient gardening. Be creative. Practice before- 
hand if you are using any fancy methods. 

Bolt cutters are good for getting through locked 
gates or into greenhouses. Another technique for 
gaining access into glass greenhouses is to duct 
tape a square one could crawl through, and then 
punch it in. The tape will muffle the sound of 
breaking glass by absorbing the blow and will 
also keep the glass from scattering all over the 
ground. Paramedics use hand-held, spring-loaded 
punches to break glass on car windows that work 
very well. Corrugated plastic greenhouses can be 
cut with a sharp knife. 

Another tool for some crop rows is a strong 
board with holes in both ends through which a 
rope is strung. The board is placed on the ground, 
and then the gardener puts a foot on top of it and 
lifts up the rope to a comfortable waist height. 
The gardener can go step by step stomping down 
the crop and avoid stooping or kneeling on the 
ground, which can get very tiring. 

If you do use tools, make sure they are cleaned 
of all fingerprints before taken them onto the site. 
A good way to clear up those pesky fingerprints is 
with warm, soapy water. In a time crunch, exten- 
sive rubbing with cloth can work. But remember 
to be thorough. Don’t forget anything even the 
batteries inside a flashlight have been touched, 
and you wouldn’t want to drop anythifig while 
you were out and about! 


Sickle-wielding GE saboteur 


Getting in and out 

Insertion and egress of the site is often the most 
risky aspect of nighttime excursions. If you need 
to use a vehicle, it’s worth parking away from your 
target and walking in, as tires leave distinctive 
marks and can accumulate soils that are easily 
identified. Leave someone with your vehicle, as 
there can be unexpected people about, and make 
sure the driver has a reason to be where s/he is. A 
pair of people making out can be a good excuse. 
Better yet, have a driver who can quickly pick you 
up when you're done. 

A drop-off may look suspicious in a residential 
or other heavily used area. Therefore, it may be 
appropriate to have two different pick-up and 
drop-off points, and alternate sites in case access is 
cut off in one place. It is also essential to plan an 
emergency pickup time and place where a crew 
can run to and hide all night if the heat is on. 

When you're waiting by the road for a car, you 
can’t make out what kind of vehicle it is until the 
last second because of the headlight glare. One 
technique is to leave some distinctive marker, 
such as a bag of trash (not yours) or a can at a 
certain place by the road. When the driver comes 
by, if the marker is no longer there, s/he knows to 
pull over and pick up the crew. Another method is 
for the driver to flash a turn signal during the 
approach if there is clearly no place a. regular 
vehicle would turn, that way the crew can identify 
them. Some gardeners communicate with radios 
(for all tools and equipment: no fingerprints, 
remove serial numbers and buy discreetly with 
cash from another town). Remember when you 
get home to vacuum and clean the whole car. Get 
rid of your directions, too! 


What to do when you get there 

Most sites can be gardened quite happily with 
two to four gardeners. The actual work could 
take an hour, or all night. For larger sites you 
may need many gardeners, but it’s harder to 
avoid detection in larger numbers. Remember, a 
well-placed sheet over a camera can have a 
rather numbing effect on their security. A well- 
placed kick or spray paint shot over the lens can 
do the same. 
The goal is to destroy the plants. You will either 
have to snap them off at the stem, or pull them apart 
after they are uprooted. At a release site in East 
Anglia England, sugar beet was uprooted and left 
lying on the site. It was later replanted by the farmer 
(and later still, dug up by concerned gardeners and 
removed from the site). In 1987, the Strawberry 
Liberation Front in the US pulled up a crop of 
strawberries that were to be sprayed with ice-minus 
bacteria. For the photo opportunity the next day, 
the scientist placed the strawberries back in the 
holes from which they’d been pulled. 

Remember, the test sites are experiments (with 
our future). If your aim is to disrupt misguided 
experiemtns, destroying 50-75 percent of the re- 
search plants will call into question any data col- 
lected. It will also disrupt the experiment if all the 
markers and identification tags are scattered or 
removed. Make the garden messy, and it is less 
likely to be considered salvageable. Scattering bags 
and bags of organic or non GE seeds can also ruin 
a test site and spread a little bit of consciousness as 
well. A good idea is to scatter seed in the beginning 
of the season and not issue a communiqué about it 
until a month later. By that time, your seeds have 
wrought havoc on the GE varieties and the integ- 
rity of the experiment. 

Don’t forget to target irrigation equipment, green- 
houses and the like. Groups like Reclaim Seeds and 
the Future Farmers have sabotaged thousands of 
dollars of this sort of equipment in different ac- 
tions. It is suggested that computers, data files, 
clipboards with research information and other 
documentation should be removed for our own 
research, or quietly destroyed. 

Send information about your actions to POB 3992, 
San Diego, CA 92163; (619) 584-6462; 528-1449 
(fax); jeffrey@towardsfreedom.com. 
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Calline ois a Tribal Way 


BY IM Doopy 


December 4, 1999: One hundred and 
fifty feet in the air, the billboard out- 
side New York City’s Lincoln Tunnel 
demands consumption with lights and 
revolving slats. One side reads, “Honk 
if you love digital.” The lower right 
corner registers the perpetual count- 
down to Christmas. 

Shop ‘til you drop. Shop ’til 
Indonesia’s sweatshops grind small 
children to death. Shop ’til wilderness 
is plundered, the Earth’s blood is sucked 
by mechanized mosquitoes and all the 


‘landfills swell and burst. Shop ’til you 


can fill those cracks in community and 
seal them with holiday cheer. Shop ’til 
we all drop. 

4:00 a.m: Three harnessed climbers 
begin the assent to the billboard’s top, 
carrying a 100-pound bundle. They work 
diligently despite an unexpected down- 
pour. Amidst blue lips and chattering 
teeth, they huddle together against the 
cold, biting wind, watching as the pass- 
ing pre-dawn squall unfurls a rainbow 
off to the west. 

11:00 a.m: Saturday’s shoppers grind 
toa gridlocked halt—bumper to bumper 
and lanes thick. The billboard tells this 
captive audience what to buy—tells 
them to buy. Suddenly, a massive 100 
by 30-foot banner is edged down by the 
climbers. In bold letters, the banner 
says, “Don’t Buy into Consumerism! 
Spare the Earth from Overconsump- 
tion!” The persons claiming responsi- 
bility for the action call themselves 
“People of Earth.” 

People of Earth gathered several weeks 
earlier to launch a movement unabash- 
edly calling for a return to a tribal way of 
life. We look to hunter-gatherers as the 


only human societies that ever lived 
sustainably on Earth; we demand that 
humans give up dominion. 

Thousands of years ago some folks 
decided that we should not rely on 
Earth’s gifts. They wanted complete 
control. So they cleared some space, 
and began to domesticate’animals and 
plants. All this control required so much 
labor that freedom would not suffice. 
They needed someone to guard the 
grain, someone to clear more space, 
someone to eliminate all competition. 

To this day we are still clearing space 
without any sense of checks and bal- 
ances. We still do not have enough. 
Under our current paradigm, we will 
never have enough. 

11:15 a.m: The police arrive in blue 
swarms with blazing lights. The police 
also want to control. From 150 feet in 
the air, they are only as big as a thumb- 
nail. It’s hard to gain control when 
you’re only as big as a thumbnail. 
Even their loudest shouts can barely 
teach the climbers’ ears. They keep 
pouring into the parking lot: Port 
Authority Emergency Services, pre- 
cinct cops, ambulances, Fire and Res- 
cue, a local fire department. Even our 
old friends from NYPD “Intelligence” 
are here, photographing us by heli- 
copter and ground. We areon the New 
Jersey side of the tunnel and out of 
their jurisdiction, but they pay no 
mind to rules and regulations. 

We've got a case pending in court 
against them. New York Intel was in- 
volved in arresting us about a month 
ago for painting a large piece of cloth on 
a rooftop even though we had permis- 
sion from the building’s tenants. The 
message, in plain view read, “100 Spe- 
cies Extinct Each Day! Don’t Buy 


Rainforest Wood!” (This 

is a very oS es- 
timate.) They came at us 
with two helicopters 
whirling above whilenine 
Task Force officers 
stormed the roof without 
a warrant and arrested 
three of us who were 
painting at the time. 
Down below, plain 
clothed detectives and 
police awaited. 

Norm Siegal of the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union and Ron Kuby, a 
criminal attorney and ra- 
dio personality, are 
fighting for us and 
everyone’s Constitu- 
tional rights in this case. 
Charges and counter 
charges are still pending. 
Incidentally, a similar 
occurrence happened 
two months ago when 
four of us were arrested 
for being in a public 
space of a commercial building. 

Wind gently sways the billboard’s 
foundation. Fists raise and horns honk 
as the folks on the highway give their 
excited approval. Maybe some even 
began to stretch, yawn and wake up 
from their millennia slumber. 

Later, the climbers lower a rope and 
hoist up a police radio for negotiations. 

4:00 p.m: After an 11 hour siege, we 


_ come down to the rattle of handcuffs 


wielded by angry officers. 

Days later: The Mistletoe Three were 
released from the violent Hudson 
County Correctional Facilities on 
$5,000 bail per person. Allegedly they 


One-hundred pound banner that reads: Don’t Buy Into 
Consumerism! Spare the Earth. 


caused thousands of dollars in dam- 
age to the mechanical billboard. We 
can only guess at the outcome of the 
case as NYC Intel seems to be working 
behind the scenes to help push this 
New Jersey case against us. 

To correspond with a re-emerging 
tribal culture and the various peoples 
already involved, contact People of 
Earth, c/o Joan Roney, 304 E. 83rd Street 
#4D, New York City, NY 10028; 
timdog18@hotmail.com. We could use 
your financial support. Send checks or 
money orders made out to Rainforest 
Relief to People of Earth, c/o Rainforest 
Relief, POB 150566, Brooklyn, NY 11216. 


NEVADA SAGEBRUSH IRE BELLION 


of government in Nevada participate in this irre- 
sponsible fed-bashing.” 


With 87 percent of the land in Nevada being 
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BY ANNE MARTIN 


It all started with a heavy spring runoff in 1995 
that blew out a mile-and-a-half section of the 
South Canyon Road leading to the edge of the 
Jarbridge Wilderness on the Humboldt-Toiyabe 
National Forest in northeastern Nevada, near the 
town of Jarbridge. 

Elko County attempted to rebuild the road along 
the Jarbridge River in 1998, but the work was 
halted by the Nevada Di- 
vision of Environmental 
Protection. Following a 
federal bull trout listing 
in August 1998, the For- — A 
est Service decided not ea 
to rebuild the road be- a 
cause continued erosion 
threatened the fish. Since 
then, local residents have 
been protesting the 
agency’s decision. 

This is one of those 
rare instances when the 
Forest Service has been 
on the same side as the conservation community, 
upholding the law to protect endangered species 
without giving in to local control advocates de- 
spite hostile treatment. 

Two studies have been done to determine the 
impact of the road on Jarbridge River bull trout. 
Both studies determined that the road would be 
detrimental. Despite this, outraged county resi- 
dents, lead by Nevada Assemblyman John Carpen- 
ter (R-Elko), organized a volunteer party to rebuild 
the road. The Forest Service chose not to send their 
law enforcement’ personnel due to concerns that 
violence would ensue. On October 9, as volunteers 
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2 The rebuilt ad yokes into the Jastelitre River. 


were beginning to convene on the road, US District 
Judge Hagen ordered a temporary restraining order 
(due to public pressure), naming three defendants, 
including Carpenter. Judge Hagen’s order prohib- 
ited any type of repair along the road. 
On.November 13, following the federal temporary 
injunction to stop the vigilante reconstruction of the 
South Canyon Road, Representative Helen 
Chenoweth-Hage (R-ID), Chair of the House Re- 
sources Subcommittee 
on Forests and Forest 
Health and Representa- 
tive Jim Gibbons (R-NV) 
held a congressional 
hearing in Elko. With 
only one conservation- 
ist asked to speak on be- 
half of the bull trout, this 
hearing was an attempt 
to continue to foster 
anti-government fervor 
and mistrust by appeas- 
ing a vocal minority. 
Nevada conservation 
groups argue that this hearing helped to escalate 
hostility against the Forest Service for maintaining its 
position to not reconstruct the road. 
Unfortunately, the actions by Elko County led 
Gloria Flora, the respected Supervisor of the 
Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest, to resign at 
the beginning of January in protest of hostility 
toward and harassment of federal employees. As 
the supervisor of the largest national forest in the 
lower 48, the loss of her presence in Nevada will be 
felt. Stating in a letter to her employees that she 
resigned in protest of an “anti-federal fervor” in 
Nevada, she also stated that, “officials at all levels 
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publicly owned, increased public land protections 
have awakened the anti-government sentiment and 
sagebrush rebellion mentality. We have seen bomb- 
ing attempts and threats of violence and intimida- 
tion toward federal employees in Nevada. 

The attitude of defiance toward public land 
laws continues in Elko County. Local residents 
still insist that the South Canyon Road must be 
rebuilt. The Las Vegas Sun has strongly opposed 
the road rebellion in Elko County. The Reno Ga- 
zette-Journal opined that local residents were go- 
ing beyond civil disobedience. “It is a civil war, an 
active refusal to obey federal laws designed to 
protect the environment, simply because they 


come from the despised federal government.” 


Jim Hurst, a sawmill owner from Eureka, Montana, 
recently announced an effort to ship up to 10,000 
shovels to Elko to show support for re-opening the 
flood-damaged road. The road cannot be rebuilt by 
hand. The flood blew out a bridge and would require 
major equipment. If they were to do the work legally, 
it would require a Clean Water Act Section 404 water 
quality permit from the Corps of Engineers in order to 
place material in the flood plain. 


At the time of the temporary injunction, Judge 


Hagen required that all of the parties involved 
participate in an arbitration hearing. A search has 
begun for arbitrators. There is also a lawsuit pend- 
ing against Elko County for illegal attempts to 
reconstruct the road. The Forest Service is still 
strongly opposed to reconstruction and intends 
to create a trail to allow public access to the 
wilderness boundary. 

For more information contact Anne Martin, Ne- 
vada organizer for American Lands Alliance, 3135 
Industrial Rd., Suite 223, Las Vegas, NV 89109; 702- 
650-6542; annem@americanlands.org. 
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The Corps of Engineers Fights the Flow of the Mississippi Delta 


BY BIG CAT 


In the Mississippi Delta, an entire watershed is in 
danger of destruction. The US Army Corps of Engi- 
neers stands ready to proceed with a $62 million 
flood control project that will dredge 130 miles of 
the Little Sunflower River. A second part of the 
project will create a pump at the lower end of the 
Yazoo River to pump floodwaters from the area at a 
taxpayer cost of over $119 million. All for the 
benefit of a few farmers who have to make no 
financial contribution to this project. 


Little Sunflower/Yazoo Country 

The Mississippi Delta is one of the US’s most 
historic regions. Thousands of people visit this 
famous area for its unique cultural and recre- 
ational opportunities. Its landscape is a rich 
alluvial plain extending from Memphis, Ten- 
nessee to Vicksburg, Mississippi that receives 
fertile soil from the seasonal flooding of the 
Mississippi River and its tributaries. Most of its 
hardwood forests and swamps have been cleared 
for farmland, but the lower end of the delta 
above Vicksburg contains the remnants of what 
had been some of America’s wildest country. 

The lower delta is home to a complex of some 
of the South’s finest and most overlooked public 
lands: the Yazoo and Panther Swamp National 
Wildlife Refuges and the Delta National Forest. 
These lands contain a diverse mixture of bot- 
tomland hardwoods—bald cypress, tupelo gum, ash, 
locust and several species of hickories and oaks. Some 
of the greatest populations of migratory waterfowl in 
North America rely on this area’s bayous for their 
winter passage south. Deer, alligator, bobcat and per- 
haps some remaining black panthers and black bear 
make this region their home. The waters of the Yazoo, 
Little Sunflower and Big Sunflower Rivers wind their 
way through before flowing into the Mississippi. 


The Corps of Engineers’ Pork Barrel 

What has always kept this part of the Delta forested 
has been the extreme lowness of its terrain. As one 
local put it, people never referred to the yearly over- 
flow of water as a “flood,” but simply as “high water.” 
The swelling of the bayous was an accepted part of the 
landscape. In the past, it made common sense for 
cotton farmers to leave the bottom of these lands 


alone. But in recent years, farmers have begun to 
plant these areas. This has led to the current flood 
control proposals by the Army Corps of Engineers. 
Other interests, such as the powerful Delta Council 
and local levee boards, have added to the pressure. 
Federal law requires that local governments pick 
up 35 percent of the tab for federal public works 
projects. Yet Senator Thad Cochran managed to 
attach a rider to a 1996 budget bill that exempted 
locals on the pump project. 


One Problem Starts Another 

To keep seasonal floodwaters from the Mississippi 
River from backing up the Yazoo, levees have been 
built over the years, keeping Mississippi waters out on 
three sides. Unfortunately, this mixture of levee build- 
ing, dredging, Clearing and channelirig has had the 
unintended effect of keeping delta runoff in. This is 
the purpose of the proposed pump at Steele Bayou, to 
force the water out of the lower delta at a rate of 14,000 
cubic-feet-per-second. 

This project depends on the upstream dredging of 
the Little Sunflower River, which the Corps explains 
would provide adequate flow for the pumping. The 
Little Sunflower is one of the waterways in the area 
to escape most of the river control mania of this 
century. Besides its recreational and wildlife quali- 
ties, the river has some of the richest mussel beds to 
be found anywhere. 


In dredging the river, hundreds of acres of wet- 
lands would be destroyed. In the portions of the 
river where the Corps will dredge with a dragline, 
the riverbank will be cleared for 150 feet on one 
side. The history of dredging also shows a likeli- 
hood of collapsed riverbanks and the very strong 
possibility of making flooding worse. Another pos- 
sible side effect would be that years of DDT runoff 
would be stirred from the bottom, further endan- 
gering wildlife downstream. 

There has been opposition to this project from 
a variety of sources. The US Fish and Wildlife 
Service has urged the Corps and farmers to 
consider alternatives, such as wetlands restora- 
tion, land purchase and growing hardwood 
timber instead of soybeans in the bottom areas. 
Several engineers have doubted that this project 
willever work. The Mississippi Riveris untamable, 
and the solutions proposed by the Corps will do 
little and probably make matters worse. 

The Corps of Engineers needs to be budged 
to bringing an end to its pork spending men- 
tality. It has seen earthmoving as a solution 
to things for long enough. It needs to hear 
the voices of citizens. Congress must hear 
citizen input. The Sierra Club has a lawsuit, 
against the project in Mississippi State Courts. 
In a separate case, the National Wildlife Fed- 
eration is planning to appeal a recent federal 


Construction wok ona levee in the Mississippi Delta Ccoyrt decision to allow the dredging. 


The Mississippi Deptartment of Environmental 
Quality has the power to issue or deny a clean 
water permit to allow the dredging project to go 
ahead. Let them know of your opposition. On the 
federal level, contact the EPA and let them know 
how the dredging would stir up a century’s worth 
of pesticide residues. There is no need for this 
public works proposal. The Little Sunflower and its 
forests need to be protected as the remnants of the 
Delta’s wild country. 

You can contact the US Army Corps of Engineers, 
Attn. CEMVK-PR-Y, 4155 Clay St., Viksburg, MS 
39810; or the Environmental Protection Agency, 
Federal Center, 100 Alabama St. SW, Atlanta, GA 
30303; and Senator Thad Cochran, 188 E. Capitol St., 
Suite 614, Jackson, MS 39201. 

For more information, contact Mississippi Sierra 
Club, POB 4335, Jackson, MS 39296;(601) 352-1026. 


EVICTION AT MOINNEHAHA 


BY JIM ANDERSON AND MARSHALL LAW 


On December 11 the Minnesota De- 
partment of Transportation, with sup- 
port from the State Highway Patrol and 
the Minneapolis Police Department, 
moved forward with their plans to re- 
move the Four Oaks Spiritual Encamp- 
ment, to kill the four sacred oaks and to 
desecrate Mother Earth. All this de- 
struction to prepare the way for their 
unneeded reroute of Highway SS. 

At 10:30 p.m. on December 10 the 
camp received several tips that the 
state troopers would be gathering at 
5:00 a.m. to stage the raid at 7:00 the 
next morning. Several helicopters with 
infrared sensors hovered over camp 
around 11:00 p.m. Immediately, the 
emergency phone tree was activated 
and the media contacted. Consistent 
with their inability to tell the truth, 
the Department of Transportation 
(DOT), had promised us that they 
would be contacting the media to en- 
sure that the raid would be handled 
differently than the December 20th, 
1998 raid in which 802 state troopers, 
cops and sniper units pepper sprayed 
and tortured nonviolent activists al- 
ready in custody and destroyed sacred 
items including a ceremonial drum of 
the American Indian Movement. At 
around 5:00 a.m. the media told us 


a ee ee 


that they had heard nothing, so many 
people became skeptical that anything 
would happen. 

At 4:15 a.m., mobile security units 
of our encampment spotted the state 
troopers gathering a mile south of 
camp at a DOT storage yard by the 
airport. Word of this build up was 
relayed back to camp. We called the 
media again, and they promised they 
would arrive soon. People had been 
filtering in to camp all night and soon 
a gigantic bonfire was raging. 

At around 6:00 a.m. people began 
to prepare themselves ceremonially 
by smudging with sage and circling 
around the four sacred oaks. At 7:05 
a.m. a lookout, high in an oak tree 
shouted to the people around the 
trees, “They’re coming,” and around 
the hill came four unmarked white 
rented trucks with their lights off. 
Immediately following the trucks was 
a long line of trooper vehicles, and 
from the north end of camp the Min- 
neapolis Police Department began to 
set up a cordon around the entire 
woods and camp. 

Captain Kevin Kitridge approached 
the 70 orso people gathered in prayer 
around the four sacred oaks, and was 
told that we were in ceremony and 
that+the ceremony should not be 
interrupted. Kitridge was informed 


that we would be singing two more 
songs on the drum and that the sa- 
cred chanupa would be smoked by 
the entire circle. He was obviously 
taken off guard, but he agreed to let 
us finish the ceremony, but asked us 
if there was “some kind of problem,” 
because we were taking so long. We 
were in ceremony before the troop- 
ers arrived and not everyone wanted 
to get arrested, so Kitridge said that 
people who did not want to get ar- 
rested could go west outside of the 
police cordon when the ceremony 
was completed. Those who remained 
would be arrested. 

Thirty-three people were carried 


Police surrounding the ceremony 


away that morning, and immedi- 
ately the camp was destroyed by their 
bulldozers. Later that day the four 
sacred oaks were killed by one man 
with a chainsaw. 

We are still fighting to save Camp 
Coldwater Spring that has flowed for 
over 9,000 years. It is medicine to our 
people, and should be sacred to all. 
We need your help and prayers now 
more than ever. All of our elders have 
told the truth about this sacred water, 
and we cannot let it be destroyed for 
commuters convenience. 

For more information contact the 
Mendota Mdewakanton Dakota Com- 
munity Office; (651) 452-4141 
February-March 2000 Earth First! Page 11 
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BY AMUNGGUT TaBI, TPN/OPM 


On January 1 one of the Indonesian 
national newspapers, Kompas Online 
reported the following: “President KH 
Abdulrahman Wahid (Gus Dur) agreed 
to change the name Irian Jaya to Papua. 
This agreement is not because of pres- 
sures from anyone, but it is because the 
name was manipulated in Arab lan- 
guage, which means naked.” 

This is asecond step forward shown 
by Mr. Wahid since the previous 
week when he released all 64 Free 
Papua Movement (OPM) political 
prisoners from West Papua. Over the 
past 35 years, there has been a bloody 
war waged by the Indonesian mili- 
tary on the people and environment 
of West Papua. 

The history of the Melanesians (West 
Papuans) in the western half of New 
Guinea island can be traced back to 
1511 when Spanish traders reached 
the island. The traders gave the name 
“New Guinea” to the island because 
the people looked to them similar to 
Guinea people in Africa. Afterwards, 
many people from the West lived there, 
including Columbus. Christianity 
started officially in February 1558 when 
two German missionaries, Ottow and 
Geissler (known as the Apostles of 
Papuans), stepped on the New Guinea 
land and declared, “In the name of the 
Lord, we step on this land.” 

The island’s name changed to Dutch 
New Guinea in the late 1800s, after the 
Dutch declared its administrative role 
in the western half of the island. About 
the same time, Germany made the 
northern part of East New Guinea into 
its colony while Britain claimed the 
southern part. Both Germany and Brit- 
ain gave their colonies to Australia, 
and Papua New Guinea became a na- 
tion on September 15, 1975. 

The Republic of Indonesia was cre- 
ated in 1949 when the Netherlands 
granted independence to the colonised 
peoples of the former Dutch East Indies. 
West New Guinea, however, due to its 
distinct Melanesian population and 
cultural characteristics, was retained as 
a colony by the Dutch, and during the 
1950s the government prepared the 
territory for independence. Indonesian 
President Sukarno, meanwhile, consis- 
tently maintained his country’s claim 


to all former territories of the Dutch, - 


and when his demands were not met, 
armed conflict ensued in 1962. 
Under pressure from the United States 
to come to terms with Indonesia, the 
Dutch agreed to secret negotiations. In 
August 1962 an agreement was con- 


Standing up against December’s violence in Timika 


cluded in New York called the “New 
York Agreement” between the Nether- 
lands and Indonesia, under which the 
Dutch were to leave West New Guinea 
and transfer sovereignty to the United 
Nations Temporary Executive Author- 
ity (UNTEA) for a period of six years 
until a national vote to determine 
Papuan preference for independence 
or integration with Indonesia. Almost 
immediately, however, Indonesia took 
over the administration from UNTEA, 
and the oppression of the West Papuan 
people intensified. 

A sham referendum called “The Act 
of Free Choice” was held in 1969, and 
the UN sanctioned a vote by 1025 
hand-picked electors, coerced into 
unanimously choosing to “remain with 
Indonesia.” The UN representative sent 
to observe the election process pro- 
duced a report which outlined various 
serious violations of the New York 
Agreement. In spite of the “duly noted” 
report and testimonials from the press, 
the opposition of 15 countries and the 
cries for help and justice from the 
Papuans themselves, 
West Irian (as it was then 
known) was handed 
over to Indonesia in No- 
vember 1969. 

It was during the Cold 
War that the United 
States’ politicians sup- 
ported the Indonesian 
takeover of West Papua. 
At the time, the US was 
at war with Vietnam, 
and realised it was los- 
ing. They didn’t want 
communism to gain 
power anywhere else in 
the region, so they sup- 
ported anyone who 
could stop the communists. Hence their 
support of the Suharto regime’s inva- 
sion of West Papua and East Timor. 
Also, with the Dutch in control, the 
USA had no access to the vast resources 
in West Papua. When Holland was 
preparing West Papua for indepen- 
dence, the US saw that this would still 
leave it under Dutch influence, so they 
supported Indonesia instead. 

Armed resistance to this oppression 
started in colonial times and can be 
traced back to the 1500s from a move- 
ment in Biak Island (off the north coast 
of West Papua) against foreign colo- 
nialism. The people of Biak have proven 
themselves a rebellious tribe to the 
colonial powers ever since. In April 
1964, a Biak gentleman called Penehas 
Awom formally declared an indepen- 
dent nation of West Papua. Since then, 
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FIGHTING 


the armed struggle under the name of 
Organisasi Papua Merdeka (OPM—Free 
Papua Movement) started its fight. Up 
until now, it is really difficult for West 
Papuan people to draw a clear line 
between the people and the OPM; there 
is one mission: to get rid of Indonesia. 

Much of the struggle is rooted in the 
environmental exploitation of the is- 
land. New Guinea contains seven per- 
cent of the world’s species of flora and 
fauna, 22 percent of the world’s lan- 
guages and rich mineral resources such 
as gold, copper, oil/gas, timber and 
fisheries. It is now estimated that only 
75 to 80 percent of Irian Jaya’s forests 


remain. The 1993 Bio-diversity Action — 


Plan for Indonesia stated that over 90 
percent of the forest cover still remains. 

From the article “Irian Jaya Leads in 
Its Bio-diversity”: “Irian Jaya still pro- 
vides a rare opportunity to apply the 
difficult environmental lessons we have 
learned... located in the western half of 
the Indonesian archipelago, is perhaps 
the biologically richest and most di- 
verse assemblage of the ecosystem in 
the tropical Pacific. In the towering 
treetops and tangles of vines, the sloth 
waits for the cover of night to dine on 
flowers and leaves. The forest also is 
home to a unique array of plant and 
animal species including birds of para- 
dise, birdwing butterflies, tree kanga- 
roos, cuscus, orchids, Araucaria trees 
and rhododendrons... a new calcula- 
tion indicates that Irian Jaya may have 
at least 20,000-25,000 species of vascu- 


lar plants... Furthermore, with at least 


164 species of mammals, 329 reptiles 
and amphibians, some 650 birds, about 
250 freshwater and 1,200 marine fishes, 
an estimated 150,000insects andmany 
hundreds of other freshwater and ma- 
rine invertebrates, the island contains 
nearly one half of Indonesia’s total bio- 
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Victim of the massacre in Timika in December 


diversity. As the country’s last great 
rainforest wilderness, Irian Jaya pro- 
vides a critical opportunity and chal- 
lenge for planning sustainable devel- 
opment and conservation initiatives.” 

Freeport MacMoRan, Inc. is the com- 
pany most responsible for the exploita- 
tion of the environment and people in 
West Papua since the 1960s. It has 
completed its first 50-year contract and 
has recently started a second 50-year 
contract (Phase II). Anglo-American Rio 
Tinto Zinc and AMRO Bank injected 
their shares to continue operations in 
the area. The US Secretary of State at 
the time of the invasion, Henry 
Kissinger, is now an executive of 
Freeport, earning hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars each year. 

Other companies such as Shell and a 
few Asian companies are now active in 
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FOR TRIBAL LAND AND SURVIVAL 


gas and oil exploitation in the area. 
Some operations are going on, and 
some have just started. Logging com- 
panies, owned by the army (TNI), are 
now clearing the forests very rapidly, 
and the destruction they have created 
is significant. Siemens (a German com- 
pany) and Mamberamo Pty Ltd. (Aus- 
tralian) are now starting to destroy the 
whole population of Mamebarmo by 
building a huge dam in the 
Mamberamo River. At least six tribes 
will be moved out of the area, and more 
than 5,000 new families will be relo- 
cated from overpopulated islands like 
Java and Bali to help “Indonesianize” 
West Papua. The dam will produce 
hydro-electric power for housing and 
for processing silver, gold and copper 
produced by mining operations in the 
Timika region. 

It is estimated that 30,000 West 
Papuans have died fighting for inde- 
pendence. A recent testimony to this 
occurred on May 8, 1996, when 22 
civilians and 15 alleged guerrillas 
were killed or disappeared by the 
Indonesian army aided by security 
forces employed by Freeport 
MacMoRan. Others were beaten, 
arrested, tortured and had their 
houses burned and gardens de- 
stroyed. The villagers were demon- 
strating against the expansion of 
Freeport’s huge copper and gold 
mine in Tembagpura. The abuses 
are the latest in a history of bad 
relations between Freeport and the 
local Amungme people whose lands 


commenced in 1967. Recently, the 


-Indonesian government announced 


plans to relocate 2,000 people away 
from the mine area in an attempt to 
further lure British-Australian and 
American mining interests. Already, 
the Freeport MacMoRan consortium’s 
operation dumps around 110,000 tons 
of mining waste into the Aykwa River 
every day. The river is biologically dead 
as are the trees on its banks. The 
Amungme, as a result of their reloca- 
tion to lowlands areas, have a high 
incidence of malaria, a disease that did 
not affect them in their original High- 
lands home. 

More recently, the brutality has ac- 
celerated. On December 2, three civil- 
ians were killed by the Indonesian mili- 
tary in Timika. Timika is the most 
troubled area, where military tanks and 
Indonesian special forces have been 
placed. This is where the giant copper 
and gold mining activities have been 
going on for the last 50 years. Before 
this, two people were killed in 
Manokwari during a peaceful demon- 
stration that led to rioting. 

In addition to the armed resistance, 
ongoing diplomatic effort has been 
made. The first effort in the 1960s 
failed because Indonesia won the game 
to invade West Papua with the support 
of the US and the UN. Another effort 
was made on February 26, 1999, when 
a team of 100 West Papuans went to 
Jakarta and met Mr. B.J. Habibie, the 
president of the Republic of Indonesia, 
to say asimple thing: “Give us back our 
independence that you robbed from 
our hands in 1969.” They got no clear 
response to their demand. His reply 
was, “Go back and reflect on the de- 
mand, because the reply to the de- 
mand is not easy...” 


In the past few years, further viola- 
tions of the rights of the people have 
continued. For example, on May 9, 
1996, the TNI used a helicopter booked 
in the name of the International Com- 
mittee of Red Cross (ICRC) to kill more 
than 15 civilians and destroy villages 
and crops in Mapenduma. Women 
were raped and villagers were intimi- 
dated and tortured. Some disappeared. 
The British SAS (elite special military 
force) was believed to be involved in 
the incident together with the Dutch 
army. The SAS claims it was in an 
operation to release British hostages 
held by the OPM. The SAS gave mili- 
tary assistance, mercenaries and were 
even involved in the act of murder 
against innocent civilians. However, 
the SAS and ICRC have denied these 
allegations so far. 

The political map of Indonesia has 
been shaken by its economic crises and 
political turmoil since 1997. This led to 


the resignation of former military dic- 
tator General Suharto. The crises have 
become more uncontrollable and un- 
predictable under Habibie’s presi- 
dency, as he allowed East Timor to 
practice their democratic self-deter- 
mination, that saw more than 80 per- 
cent in favour of independence. Since 
East Timor’s independence, other 
provinces, including West Papua, have 
been in line to demand the same right 
to self-determination. 

In line with the progress and dy- 
namic of the political atmosphere in 
Indonesia in general and in West 
Papuan in particular, West Papua 
people abroad and international gov- 
ernments have stated their support for 
resolving the “unresolved land, people 
and nation.” One of Australia’s MPs 
stated in a press release held by the 
OPM that he supports re-examining 
the case of West Papua. 

At the same time, the West Papua 
People’s Front in Holland held a peace- 
ful demonstration asking the Dutch 
and Indonesian governments to re- 
examine the Act of Free Choice and the 
New York Agreement. In response, the 
foreign minister of the Netherlands 
said at the end of last century, “The 
problem is an unfinished business.” 

Meanwhile, another peaceful dem- 
onstration was held in Jakarta on No- 
vember 15, 1999, by hoisting the West 
Papuan flag in the House of Represen- 
tatives’ building and submitting de- 
mands from the Papua Students Alli- 
ance. In response, Mr. Amin Rais, Chair- 
man of Indonesia People’s Assembly, 
signed the demands and said he per- 
sonally, as a fellow human being, un- 
derstands the problems and the de- 
mands and he approved the demands 


as reasonable saying they need further 
discussions at the national level. There 
was also a rumour that the second 
president of Indonesia, General 
Suharto, had made several promises to 
previous Papuan leaders that he will 
give the chance for the people of West 
Papua to determine their future in a 
“democratic manner.” He was quoted 
by one of the leaders, “I am morally 
tesponsible for your problems. I need 
to make sure that they are resolved.” 

This atmosphere of unity in struggle 
was furthermore proved by a delega- 
tion that went to Jakarta in mid-De- 
cember. Led by its Chairman, Mr. 
Kaiway, People’s Representatives from 
West Papua presented these demands: 
1) An international dialog as a follow- 
up to the national dialog between the 
Irian representatives and former presi- 
dent B.J. Habibie at the State Palace in 
February; 2) The release of all Irianese 
[Papuan] political prisoners; 3) The 
Irian Jaya provincial and regency 
councils be allowed to hold a gen- 
eral session to channel the Irian 
people’s demand for West Papuan 
independence; 4) The withdrawal 
of all military and police person- 
nel from the territory; 5) A thor- 
ough investigation into human 
rights Violations from 1961 
through to 1999 in the territory; 
6) The recognition of a West 
Papuan state with Port Numbay 
(Jayapura) as its capital; and 7) 
The hoisting of United Nations, 
Indonesian and West Papuan flags 
as Of May 2000 in the territory 
until a comprehensive solution to 
the problem is found. 

. The struggle for West Papuan au- 
tonomy is rooted in the modern civi- 
lized world. Modern life is 
characterised by dependence on 
money. This is what tribal people do 
not like. Tribal people see money as 
Satan, as described in the Holy Scrip- 
tures of any religion. Once you become 
dependent on it, you cannot get rid of 
it; you will always need it, and you will 
never avoid wanting it. Without it you 
will die. Modern life is characterised by 
individualism; a nation consists of in- 
dividuals. Tribal life sees humans as 
social beings. One action is always taken 
by considering the whole society. It is 
not like modern society where only a 
group of people plan and act against 
common wills for the sake of their 
political and economic gaining. Hu- 
man beings are devalued in modern 
society when profits become the focus. 
This is one of the reasons why this 
world has started to die. 

There is a series of considerations 
that can be raised from the political 
tactics and steps of Jakarta. Is this Mr. 
Wahid’s new millennium champagne 
to West Papua asa people, as alandand 
as a nation? Is this a genuine response 
to the demands from’ West Papua 
people?” If so, is this the price that 
Jakarta is supposed to pay to the 
Melanesian tribal peoples and their 
troubled lands, their robbed rights, their 
exploited resources and their violated 
integrity and dignity as human be- 
ings? If not, “Why?” 

For more information visit www.eco- 
action.org/opm/ or www.fpcn- 
global.org/. 

Amunggut Tabi is the spokesperson for 
the TPN/OPM in the jungle. 
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CELEBRATION IN THE GLEN OF THE DOWNS 
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BY EANNA DowLING 


An ancient woodland in Wicklow County, Ire- 
land, hosted a carnival celebration on January 2 that 
had nothing to do with millennial indulgence. Activ- 
ists and artists entertained supporters with music and 
stories. Families walked thcough the woods that had 
been declared closed to the public less than two 
weeks earlier by Sile De Valera, the Government 
Minister with responsibility for protecting natural 
heritage sites. Revered retired Irish folk singer Christy 
Moore sang at the campfire. 

The camp at the Glen of the Downs has been 
continuously occupied since the summer of 1997. 
Hundreds of people have stayed there and thou- 
sands more have visited or expressed their support. 
The campaign has caught the imagination of the 
Irish people. The Glen of the Downs ecosystem has 
been under threat since the late 1980s when the 
Wicklow County Council were granted European 
Union for money to widen the existing two-lane 
road linking Larne in northeast Ireland to Rosslare 
in the southeast. The Glen’s steep sided quartz-filled 
valleys are home to beech, oak and ash-hazel wood- 
lands. Some say this is one of the last surviving stands 
of natural forest in Ireland. The threat to the Glen has 
become a potent symbol about the unprecedented 
economic growth in Ireland. Now established as a 
vibrant dynamic European growth centre, Ireland 
boasts the world’s fastest growing economy. Unem- 
ployment dropped from 18 percent to six percent in 
six years and 28 percent of all USs’ European invest- 
ment is in Ireland. 

Coming up to Christmas, activity in the Glen in- 
creased. Wicklow County Council made two raids on 
the woodland. On December 7 workers felled about 50 
trees—a beautiful ash grove at the entrance to the car 
park—before determined activists forced them to back 
off. Tree houses were occupied, lock-ons activated, 


tunnels shut from the inside. By nightfall more than 


60 activists were in the Glen, prepared to stay. 
Every morning brought the possibility of further 
felling. Defenses were strengthened and donations 
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poured in. As the camp dwellers’ resolve grew stron- 
ger, the legal team attempted to find a way to stop 
the felling. On December 9 they were refused a 
judicial review in the High Court. The following day 
the council’s contract workers once again attempted 
to fell trees. This time they only managed to cut 
three before the activists’ presence intimidated them 
sufficiently to back off. That night the legal team was 
granted an injunction tostop felling, anda High Court 
hearing was set for December 13. 


Looking into the trees at Glen of the Dowis, circa 1998. 


The 
legal initiative was unsuccessful. The legal team 
sought to invoke the protection of the European 
Union Habitats Directive. The Glen of the Downs 
was listed by the State Heritage Service as Candi- 
date Special Area of Conservation (cSAC)—the des- 
ignation for land protected by the Habitats Direc- 
tive. The High Court judge ruled that the directive 
could only be invoked to protect the Glen if an 
application to protect the area was received on the 
same day it was designated! This in effect renders 
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environmental legislation in Ireland—and through- 
out Europe—impotent. An earlier Supreme Court 


‘decision made it clear that the Glen’s status as a 


National Nature Reserve—Ireland’s first—would not 
protect it either. This ridiculous High Court decision 
was appealed to the Supreme Court which upheld it 
on December 21. On the winter solstice the highest 
court in Ireland ruled that legislation to protect the 
environment had no power. 

During Christmas week Minister Sile De Valera 
announced that the Glen was closed to the public on 
grounds of safety. She told the media that the activists 
had made the woodland dangerous to the public. She 
is responsible for ensuring the preservation of na- 
tional heritage and has abdicated that responsibility 
in favour of compliance with the government’s eco- 
nomic-growth-at-all-costs policies. However, the clo- 
sure of the Glen was a media event—no physical 
presence attempted to enforce it, and the general 
public showed their disgust by turning up in droves. 

January 14 is the second anniversary of the first 
attempt by council workers to fell trees in the Glen 
of the Downs. Since January 14, 1998, activists 
have stopped four attempts to cut trees. Their case 
has been represented four times in the Supreme 
Court, and they have won a number of points in a 
High Court Judicial Review. The cost of the project 
has rocketed from Ir£18.5 million (circa $23 mil- 
lion) to Ir£ 35 million (circa $41 million). Sections 
of the pop media have championed the campaign— 
the “eco-warrior” label has been accepted as part of 
the national psyche. 

Although there are no legal obstacles to stop 
Wicklow Council workers from felling trees, the 
campaign is a huge success. It has drawn attention 
to a new generation of activists and highlighted 
serious problems in Irish national law and poli- 
tics. Most importantly, the trees are still standing 
and that damned PAOTOR Pay is still just a series of 
lines on an engineer’s chart. 

For more information, contact Eanna Swing 
Brownstown Little, The Curragh, Co.Kildare, Ire- 
land; glenofthedowns@ ireland.com. 


BurMA Dams Must BE Sicbrep 


Plans to build giant dams on the 
Salween Riverin Burma must be stopped. 
The planning has nowreached a critical 
decision making stage, beyond which it 
will become ever more difficult to stop 
this nightmare project. 

The feasibility study for the larg- 
est dam, the Tasang (188 meters 
tall, 3,300 MW), has already been 
completed. It is believed that gov- 
ernments and financiers are now 
evaluating this study with a view to 
approve or reject it. The smaller 
Hutgyi Dam (37 meters tall, 300 
MW) is in pre-feasibility studies. 

Damming the Salween River would 
have extraordinarily harmful con- 
sequences. The nearly 600-foot-high 
Tasang will flood about 24 miles up 
the Salween River destroying miles of 
forest, killing wildlife and destroying 
natural habitat. Increased sedimen- 
tation downstream will kill fish, de- 
stroy mangrove estuaries, and change 
water temperatures, while still water 
will increase the risk of malaria in the 
area and have a drastic affect on ma- 
rine life. The damming will also force 
the eviction without compensation 
of tens of thousands of villagers. The 
construction of the dam has far- 
reaching implications as well. The 
dam and related infrastructure will 
require a huge work force which will 
inevitably lead to sewage problems, 
forest clearance and road construction 
at the dam site. 


The Salween runs through the heart- 
lands of indigenous peoples who have 
been suffering in what has been de- 
scribed as the longest continuously run- 
ning civil war in current history. 


“On the shore F the Salween 


Some 1,400 villages have recently 
been forced from their lands in the 
context of a so-called anti-insurgency 
program. Many Karens and Karenni 
people are already living in refugee 
camps in Thailand, driven from their 
lands by previous military operations 
in projected flood and dam site areas. 

The dams will benefit few people 
other than those in the privileged busi- 
ness, bureaucratic and military circles. 
They will deepen the suffering of many 
who already have far more than theif 
share of misery. We therefore request 
that you add your voices and written 
words to ours to try to stop these plans 
from advancing further. 

For more information contact 
Salween Watch at salwenwatch@ 
hotmail.com. 


a ee 


—— 


Horror in Paradise: 


How the quest for Aluminum has corroded the Caribbean’s golden crown 


BY HUMBLE ANZAN 


Since the late 1940s, the bauxite in- 
dustry in central Jamaica has clearly, 
undeniably and intentionally released 
and mismanaged mass quantities of 
environmentally destructive materials— 
all in the name of profit. 

Many internationally owned compa- 
nies operate significant mining and/ 
or refining operations in Jamaica. A 
full third of the world’s alumina (re- 
fined bauxite), a white powder which 
is the principle ingredient in making 
aluminum, comes from the hilly cen- 
tral region of Jamaica. 

Mandeville, approximately SO miles 
northwest of Kingston, is at the very 
epicenter of the Jamaican bauxite world. 
Its crowded marketplace is patronised 
by hundreds of locals; the employees 
work around the clock in the hazardous 
conditions of the refineries and mines. 
Paid the equivalent of only $50 to $75 
per week, these economically deprived 
people struggle to make ends meet in 
a country suffering from 40 percent 
unemployment. Internal ALPART 
documents clearly indicate that the 
environmental hygienist has recom- 
mended that “employees working in 
operations should, at minimum, wear 
a paper filter mask while on the plant 
site.” Although provided, they are kept 
under lock and key and only a few 
employees have access to them. 

The oldest of the companies operat- 
ing in Jamaica is JAMALCAN, owned by 
Aluminum Canada of Quebec. It has 
contributed to the deforestation of hun- 
dreds of hillsides and created huge lakes 
of contaminated mud saturated with 
chemicals used in the refining process. 
Although JAMALCAN touts its dedica- 


tion to the preservation of the natural 
environment, I uncovered documents 
that clearly show spills of hundreds of 
gallons of diesel fuel from storage tanks 
less than S00 yards from the Caribbean 
Sea at Port Esquivel! 

JAMALCAN has air quality moni- 
tors set-up around its Ewarton plant 
to record levels of toxic emissions, 
but the 40-year-old facility is a tick- 
ing time bomb. A 
technician has been 
measuring the levels 
of greenhouse gasses 
emitted by the plant. 
The emission levels re- 
corded since the time 
of installation three 
years ago have shown 
an annual increase. 

Pipes carrying super- 
heated waste water 
from a JAMALCAN 
plant to a collecting 
pool ruptured, creat- 
ing a never ending del- 
uge of scalding hot, di- 
luted caustic solution 
and water cascading 
through a nicely land- 
scaped and hand-manicured lawn 
area along the back road. Trees, 
grasses, insects, humans and eventu- 
ally low lying farmlands below the 
factory’s hilltop vantage point were 
exposed to the liquid which is used 
in the process at nearly all of the 
alumina refining plants worldwide. 
It is mostly a solution of caustic soda 
(sodium hydroxide) and superheated 
water. The release of this solution 
directly into the ecosystem acts as a 
defoliating agent by “steaming” the 
plants like vegetables. 


Curious as I am, I decided to look 
exactly where this run off was heading. 
I went to the plant to have a look 
around and discovered that the leak 
had been “repaired” by slowing (not 
stopping) the flow. I could easily track 
the flow as it descended the hillside 
along the curb of the road, then into a 
drain, down a ditch. I thought the ditch 
would lead to a containment pond, but 
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rather it flowed directly into a tributary 
of the Salt Island Creek, a direct feed 
into the Caribbean. 

The vast amount of chemicals (mil- 
lions of gallons of caustic soda alone) 
used in the alumina refining process 
is mind boggling. Lists indicate that 
the total number of chemicals are in 
the thousands. ALPART internal docu- 
ments indicate that the majority of 
these chemicals are flushed into the 
plant’s sewer (for waste and storm 
water) and sent to the North Lake. 

ALPART admits to having a storage 


ALCAN bauxite mining near Manderville, Jamaica 


problem. Since the beginning of plant 
operations in the late 1960s, ALPART 
has dumped 1,400 gallons of equal parts 
sulfuric acid and caustic soda daily into 
the Glory Hole, a limestone cavern un- 
der the plant’s power generating sta- 
tion. It is unknown to ALPART if this 
acid is neutralised by the caustic soda or 
the limestone or if it is heading into the 
water table. Environmental people fear 
that this could be a rather 
significant problem in the fu- 
ture. Noplansarein the works 
to rectify this situation. 

Most disturbing to me, was 
my discovery that several 
hundred gallons of sulfuric 
acid was spilled by ALPART. 
Documents indicate that re- 
stricting access was the only 
treatment for the spill area. 
,., Due to costs, no efforts were 
1s madetoclean up, recover or. 
= lessen theimpact of the spill. 
Actually, no one realised the 
extent of the spillin gallons, 
but when I asked how much 
it cost ALPART, the repre- 
sentative knew the dollar 
amount lost. 

Our society has a love affair with 
improving things and striving for higher 
profits. Lighter, faster and more eco- 
nomical operating costs for automo- 
biles, lighter aircraft and more conve- 
nient packaging have led to more inva- 
sive and determined mining and refin- 
ing techniques for the aluminum in- 
dustry. Since the 1940s the industry has 
done everything in its power to capture 
the elusive white dust from the red dirt 
of Jamaica. Please help recycling efforts 
throughout the world. But more impor- 
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tantly, stop using aluminum. 


Aussies Still Defending Kakadu 


BY AUSTRALIA EF! 


The campaign to stop the Jabiluka uranium mine 
in Australia’s Kakadu National Park has become a 
huge national issue. The granting of mining leases 
in the 1970s when the boundaries of Kakadu were 
drawn up were controversial in themselves, and the 
issue has been an emotional one since. 

Ranger uranium mine has been in operation for 
some time now, on a separate lease about 25 
kilometres from the Jabiluka site. The Jabiluka 
mineral lease lies within the land of the Mirrar 
people who are recognised as the traditional 
owners. Represented by Yvonne Margarula, the 
senior traditional owner, the Mirrar have fought 
the mine every step of the way. Yvonne’s father 
gave permission for the mine in the late 70s after 
incredible pressure and promises of economic 
support for his community. None of this eco- 
nomic support was forthcoming and the people 
in Kakadu still live in appalling conditions. 

Energy Resources Australia (ERA) which 
bought the lease from Pan Continental planned 
to commence construction of the Jabiluka mine 
in 1998. A blockade camp was established within 
Kakadu and 17 kilometres from the lease site. Set 
up throughout the eight-month dry season in 
1998, the camp saw over 2,500 visitors. Regular 
buses from all major cities ran up to the camp 
throughout the year. Entry to the lease was pre- 
vented for several months using dragons and a 
constant presence of campaigners. There were 
constant actions after the dragons were removed, 
and over 500 people were arrested trespassing on 
the land including Yvonne Margarula (see EF!] 
August-September 1998). 


In addition to the blockade, huge demonstrations 
took place in cities all around Australia as people 
showed their support for the Mirrar and their anger 


toward ERA for mining in Kakadu. As well as contin- ° 


ued blockades of North Limited, the parent company 
of ERA, there have been successful corporate cam- 
paigns against businesses investing in North and ERA. 
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Protester locked onto mining equipment. 


The Mirrar have taken the campaign to an inter- 
national level. Kakadu is a designated world heri- 
tage site, both because of its natural beauty and its 
cultural heritage. The Australian government, led 
by Environment Minister Robert Hill, lobbied 
UNESCO not to list Kakadu as “in danger.” This 
lobbying cost the Australian government mil- 
lions of dollars, showing how far they are pre- 
pared to go in support of big business. 

ERA has been planning to truck the extracted ore 
from the Jabiluka site to the Ranger mine to use the 
existing mill. This would further threaten the area 
with a 20 kilometre road through the heart of 


Kakadu and many sacred sites. 

The Northern Land Council, on behalf of the 
Mirrar, have announced there will be no discus- 
sion of the Jabiluka Mill Alternative between the 
Mirrar and ERA until January 2005, seriously chal- 
lenging the likelihood of completion at Jabiluka. It 
will cost ERA $150 million (Aus) to construct a mill 
at Jabiluka, a cost some suggest will be prohibitive 
to the project. Jabiluka has been condemned as an 
environmental and cultural disaster, but now ap- 
pears to be an economic disaster as well. 

The first phase of construction is completed, 
with surface facilities, excavation to the ore body 
and drill core samples recovered for geological 
excavation. But now if it is economically unviable 
perhaps ERA will abandon the project. Although 
it is too soon to celebrate, this is certainly heart- 
ening news after the disappointing result at 
UNESCO. The campaign is not over yet, but things 
are finally turning our way, and we’re going to 
stop Jabiluka! 

There are two other new mines that have re- 
ceived government approval—Honeymoon and 
Beverley mines in South Australia. These mines 
will employ insitu leaching as the means of ex- 
tracting the ore. There is also a radioactive waste 
dump in South Australia proposed. All of these are 
on aboriginal land with no regard for their spiri- 
tual connection to the land or to their health. The 
nuclear cycle must be stopped here, at its very 
beginning. Lobby your government not to buy 
Australian uranium. 

For more information contact Friends of the 
Earth-Sydney, Suite 15,1 Floor, 104 Bathurst Street, 
Sydney, NSW, 2000; (61) 2-2673-6101, 2-9283- 
2005 (fax); http://vic.jag.org.au/. 
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grain silos and suspend anne! 
with the words “No. GM ‘Animal 
Feeds.” The rest of the herd remained 
onthe ground holding bannerstead- . 
ing, “We don’t need animal feed!” _ 
__ Itwasonly after 15 minutesa very 
irate security guard marched over to 
the group and forcibly removed a 
placard from a surprised cow before 
destroying it and calling the police. 
Having made its point, the herd 
soon decided it was time to leave 
but found themselves unable to get 
out of the gates, which had been 
padlocked. The police arrived, and 
there was some confusion when the 
cows claimed to have shut the fac- 
tory down. However, the gates were 
quickl unlocked by security guards 
(Gen decided not to press — 
ain . 


Surface Mining Curtailed in Ohio's Wayne NF 


BY JASON Tocnian 


The Office of Surface Mining (OSM) 
has finally curtailed virtually all sur- 
face coal mining on Ohio’s Wayne 
National Forest and millions of acres 
of other protected federal lands by 
developing a definition for the phrase 
“valid existing rights” (VER). The 
term’s ambiguity had left the door 
open to interpretation, which has al- 
lowed companies like Belville Mining 
Company and Buckingham Coal 
Company to circumvent the protec- 
tions of the Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act (SMCRA) of 
1977. Although an industry challenge 
to the new rule is expected, if the 
decision stands, it translates to a bet- 
ter future for the 229,000-acre Wayne 
National Forest and millions of acres 
of public lands. The VER ruling was 
one. of two companion decisions is- 
sued on December 17 dealing with 
underground mining. The second 
ruling is as disastrous as the 
first is promising. The OSM 
estimates the latter deci- 
sion will put extensive 
tracts of state and federal lands where 
the mineral rights are privately held 
at risk of the adverse effects of under- 
ground coal mining. 

The new regulations define when a 
coal mining operation can avoid the 
protections of Section $22 of the SMCRA. 
While this has positive implications for 
many millions of acres of federal lands, 
it is the Wayne National Forest that will 
most benefit by this rule. This is due to 
the heightened level of coal stripmining 
that the Wayne has experienced as a 
result of ambitious coal companies that 
have used the courts to twist SMCRA in 
knots. The OSM’s ruling effectively un- 
does these knots. In its ruling on surface 
mining, the OSM has defined VER to 
preclude coal stripmining unless a coal 
company can demonstrate that it has 
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made a “good faith effort to obtain all 
necessary permits” prior to the land 
coming under federal protection. While 
the “Good Faith-All Permits” standard 
is the most stringent and protective 
ruling it is not without loopholes. The 
decision allows coal exploration on pro- 
tected federal lands, as well as 
stripmining on federal lands immedi- 
ately adjacent to existing mines, if a 
company can show that the mining is 
necessary to make the op- 


eration as economically ce 
viable as originally seer 
plannedbeforetheland 4**" a8 


came under protec- 
tion. Regardless of the 
limitations of 
the surface 
mining ef 
rules, itis yess 
being cel- / Si 
ebrated by 


those who have fought against coal 
mining on the Wayne. 

Had the new standards been in 
place over the last 10 years, bids by 
Buckingham, Belville and Avis Coal 
Company to stripmine on the Wayne 
would have been unsuccessful. The 
rule-making serves as a vindication 
for environmentalists and coalfield 
citizens, who have for years argued 
that the coal mining is illegal. 

The underground mining decision 
concludes that the prohibitions on 
surface mining do not apply to the 
“surface impacts of underground 
mining.” As a result, coal companies 
will not be required to seek permis- 
sion from the surface owner before 
mining underneath their homes or 
property. The decision does the fol- 


lowing: 1) Assures that almost two 
million families will be put at risk 
from the impacts of underground min- 
ing, including longwall mining, where 
all the coal is removed and the collapse 
of the surface is a certainty. Of the 
millions of homes at risk, the OSM 
conservatively assessed that about 
30,000 residences will sustain actual 
damages, including cracking walls, buck- 
ling floors and collapsing houses; 2) 
Allows underground coal mining to 
occur (subject to the standard permit 
process) under federally protected lands. 
Again, this includes devastating 
longwall mining. Mining of this na- 
ture produces acid mine drainage, 
which is capable of killing entire 
streams. Many are also concerned 
with the long-term affects under- 
ground mining has on the health 
of plants that live on the sur- 
face. Tom FitzGerald, direc- 
\\, tor of the Coal Law Project, 
said of the new rules: “The 
‘irony of the final 
rule is that the 
Clinton ad- 
ministration 
has. extended the greatest degree of 
protection to homes, churches and 
parks from strip-mining damage by 
narrowing exemptions from the 
buffer zones created under federal 
law, yet has placed those same 
homes, families, community build- 
ings and public parks at risk of being 
undermined. It is a cruel and illogi- 
cal reading of the law that will be 
challenged in court.” 
Environmental and coalfield citi- 
zens groups plan to appeal the new 
rule on underground mining and 
will work to protect surface mining 
rules from the anticipated challenges 
from the coal industry. For more 
information on either of these rules, 
contact the Buckeye Forest Council 
at (740) 594-6400; bfc@frognet.net. 


Three young hunters contract a mysterious disease that 
leads to dementia and death... Shadowy government officials 
extract brains from deer heads in Maine... Elk farms in New 
England hold the key to a deadly disease that government 
officials warn could spread to thousands... 

Sounds like the dust jacket of the latest techno-thriller, huh? 
But it’s actually a real life drama being played out in govern- 
ment labs and in woods across the United States. 

The story begins with two young men and a woman—two 
dead and one dying—who contracted a condition identified as 
Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopath (TSE), more com- 
monly known as Mad Cow Disease. All of the victims had 
recently consumed wild venison that they’d hunted. 

TSEs are known to afflict the brains and nervous systems of 
a variety of mammal species including deer, elk, sheep, cattle, 
cats, mink and humans. TSE is caused by prions—little under- 
stood protein-like substances. Here’s the bad news: Prions are 
extremely difficult to detect and even harder to kill. Here’s the 
really bad news: Prions can remain infectious on correctly 
sterilized surgical instruments and have been transmitted 
through corneal transplants, growth hormones and meat— 
even meat that has been thoroughly cooked. 

There isn’t really any good news here. The really, really 
bad news is that everyone who gets bum prions dies an 
extremely grotesque death marked by memory loss, dis- 
orientation, dramatic mood swings, delusions, violence, 
loss of motor control, convulsions and other weird be- 
havior. It is not a pleasant way to go. 

Before Mad Cow Disease ravaged England and scared ham- 
burger aficionados shitless worldwide, there was no evidence 


other. But the Mad Deer 
Disease that seems to be 
infecting hunters may 
indicate, make that 
probably does.indicate, 
that there are some re- 
ally nasty TSE lurking 
in the woods of North 
America. A mysterious 
“chronic wasting disease” has infected four to eight per- 
cent of the deer in Colorado and Wyoming and one 
percent of elk. Department of Agriculture officials recently 
took brain samples of 299 deer shot in Maine last Novem- 
ber, presumably looking to see if the TSEs have spread to 
the Northeast. “They used a fancy spoon thingy,” reported 
Mark Caron, a Maine wildlife biologist. 

Of particular concern to officials are deer and elk that are 
captured from the wild and shipped from western states to 
New England animal farms where their velvet is harvested for 
the Asian aphrodisiac market. “Elk farming is the recipe for 
introducing chronic wasting disease into areas where it has 
not existed before,” said Dr. Victor Nettles, director of the 
Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study. The state 
of Massachusetts has gone so far as to ban elk farming. 

Officials from the Department of Agriculture and Center 
for Disease Control have been typically cautious in asserting 
that there is in fact a Mad Deer Disease that can jump from 
deer and elk to humans. But if I were a hunter, I wouldn’t be 
shooting any deer or elk that behave erratically. And I sure as 
hell wouldn’t eat ‘em. Have a nice day. 


You talkin’ to me? 


a ane 


: 


— 


= 


’ their start clearcutting the old growth white pine hills that would 


IDEFENDIN 
EGHENY FOR 


A Special Publication of the Allegheny Defense Project 


ee 


a 


The Return of Big Timber 
In 1923, in response to large-scale clearcutting of our forests and subse- 
quent flooding and catastrophic wildfires, Congress created the Allegh- 
eny National Forest. By this time the timber industry had mostly dis- 
appeared. For the next 40 years the primary emphasis of management 
on the Allegheny would be to leave it alone - thereby allowing the 
forests to restore themselves. But by the 1960s, the forests that were 
originally clearcut in the 1880s would be reaching economic “matu- 
rity” virtually ensuring that big timber would return. 

In less than 25 years, from 1969 to 1992, logging levels in Penn- 
sylvania have more than tripled and are rapidly approaching the un- 
sustainable levels that marked the devastation at the turn of the cen- 
tury. Logging levels on Pennsylvania’s only national forest - the Al- 

legheny - nearly doubled in the 1980s. 

As the forests of the Alleghenies grow to economic “maturity” tim- 
ber giants have moved in from across the globe. Willamette Industries 
(Oregon), the Danzer Group (Germany), Temple-Inland (Texas), Geor- 
gia-Pacific (Georgia), International Paper (New York), and Collins Pine 

(Oregon) have all moved in to our region over the past 20 years. These 
corporate giants emphasize large scale, highly-automated production 
schemes that maximize the amount of land that can be clearcut while 
minimizing the number of workers needed. If we don’t defend our for- 
ests today we are sure to see our biodiversity, our watersheds, our 

jobs, and our rural culture disappear. 


The heart of the Allegheny forests lies along the Allegheny Pla- 
teau - an ancient geological uprising that spans across much of west- 
ern and northern Pennsylvania and southern New York. Before the 
arrival of Europeans these forests were dominated by towering east- 
ern hemlock, american beech, and white pine and through them 
roamed Eastern Cougar, Gray Wolf, Fisher and Indiana Bat. 

100 years ago, corporate “pioneers” moved their way through 
the Allegheny forests of Pennsylvania and New York. Modern 
day timber giants such as Collins Pine of Portland, Oregon, got 


later become part of the Allegheny National Forest. Oil giants 
such as Rockefeller’s Standard Oil would build monopolies on 
Pennsylvania’s “vast” deposits of crude. The forests of the 
Alleghenies were decimated, timber and oil companies closed shop, 
and severely depressed economies would dominate the landscape 
for years to come. 

After the timber and oil giants moved on, the forests began to 
recover. However, as the trees grew back and newer oil extraction 
technologies were developed, opportunities to exploit these resources 
for wealth would once again arise. 


The Rise and Fall of the Oil Industry 

The first commercial oil well in North America was drilled in 
northwestern Pennsylvania in 1859 by Colonel Edwin L. Drake. By 
the early 1900s Rockefeller’s Standard Oil was staunchly en- peli 
trenched in the oil fields of northwestern Pennsylvania. The oil 
boom, however, would not last. 

Today, the exploitation of our forests for oil continues. 
Using newer technologies the oil industry continues to exploit 
the Allegheny bioregion for its resources. But time is run- 
ning short. The Allegheny region has seen two of its major 
refineries threaten closure in less than five years. While 
communities struggle to salvage jobs the industry 
looks to exploit the remaining crude deposits. The 
situation looks more grave with each passing day. 
Roads to access the oil, oil spills, and poor drilling 
techniques threaten both wild and human communities. 


The Allegheny Defense Project 
In 1994 citizens from throughout the region gathered together 
and began to create a movement to defend the Allegheny forests. 
With millions of acres of public forgsts at risk due to the rising 
tide of corporate timber, citizens have quickly moved to put an 
end to commercial logging on the Allegheny National Forest. 
Logging levels on the national forest have dwindled but 
as = threats to clearcut these public lands remain. Today 
L —. we are poised to defend the Allegheny National 
ry ered alidkeat from. af. forms.of industrial extraction 
while moving forward to restore state and pri- 

vate forest lands as well. 
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In 1995, the U.S. Forest Service launched a “salvage” clearcutting 
plan for the Allegheny National Forest called “Mortality II.” This 
plan called for logging on over 5,000 acres of the Allegheny (includ- 
ing more than 2,000 acres of clearcuts.) The pseudo-logic for the 
Mortality If Timber Sale was the idea that if the Forest Service did 
not log these forests they would become old and decadent - like old 
growth forests - and die! Citizens organized against this monstrous 
plan and in 1997 a federal court ruled that the Mortality II Timber 
Sale was illegal. 


East Side is Mortality II Too! 

In April of 1998 the Forest Service re-introduced the Mortality II 
Timber Sale and re-labeled it “East Side.” It is called East Side be- 
cause it will thoroughly rims vast expanses of the eastern portion 

; of the Allegheny. 


East Side Clearcuts 
The East Side 
Timber Sale calls for 
cutting of 6,906 acres 
of the Allegheny. That 
includes 3,156 acres of 
clearcuts (nearly 5 
square miles of forest) 
and 3,500 acres of 
even-aged thinning 


cuts (i.e. pre-clearcut ‘weeding’.) Plans include the logging of areas 


previously designated as protected to grow into old growth forests 
and some of the Allegheny’s smaller and unprotected roadless areas! 


East Side Herbicides 

East Side also calls for the use of herbicides on 
3,082 acres. The Forest Service uses the highly toxic 
herbicides Roundup (developed by Monsanto) and 
Oust (developed by DuPont) to destroy what they de- 
fine as “interfering vegetation” - which equates to tree 
and plant species that are not valuable to the industry. 


of logging roads including 17.2 miles of new roads. 

‘This construction is done primarily at the tax-payers’ 
expense, causes serious sedimentation and erosion 
problems, and relies upon stone dug out of gravel pits 
created on the forest. 


What you can do! 

The timber industry is especially interested in the 
Allegheny because of its large composition of black 
cherry - an extremely valuable hardwood veneer spe- 
cies. Because of the black cherry’s value the Allegheny has been the 
heaviest cut national forest in the northeast. Only you can stop the 
East Side Timber Sale. Send letters of protest to: John Palmer, For- 
est Supervisor, Allegheny National Forest, P.O. Box 847, Warren, PA 
16465, Palmer_John/r9_allegheny@fs.fed.us, (814) 723-5150. 


Round ‘em Up, Oust ‘em Out 


From 1996 to 1998, 4,406 acres of the Allegheny National Forest 
(our public land) were sprayed with the toxic herbicides Roundup 
(made by Monsanto) and Oust (DuPont.) The Forest Service does 
this as part of their “reforestation treatments”—treatments to reforest 
the cash crop black cherry, that is. 

These two chemicals have been shown to be highly toxic to hu- 
man and wild life. Glyphosate, the active ingredient in Roundup, has 
been shown to kill fish at concentrations as low as ten parts per mil- 
lion. Roundup has the ability to drift 400 to 800 meters from its site 
of application, and residues can remain in the soil for over a year. 

Sulfometuron methyl, the active ingredient in Oust, is notorious 
for leaching out of soil into water supplies, and has also been shown 
to cause cancer. It too can drift far from the source of application. 

Even more frightening, the synergistic effect of the two chemi- 
cals mixed together has never been tested. Indeed, no one knows if 
the two chemicals, which the Forest Service often applies in combi- 
nation, have a greater effect than either one alone. 

Both herbicides act to reduce the biological diversity of the for- 
est. The chemicals are sprayed in order to destroy any vegetation that 
may compete with black cherry seedlings. These “nuisance” species 
include valuable food sources like american beech trees. 

Herbicide spraying on our public lands is a threat to the health of 
the forest, wildlife, human visitors, and those who get their drinking 
water from the forest. 


Through selective breeding- which is what 
we are doing here-we are growing @ whole 
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East Side calls for road construction on 90.5 miles re 
taster. Seeds from the best trees in this 


Clearcut at Four Mile Run in the Allegheny National Forest. 


Black Cherry: Cash Crop of the East 


The Pennsylvania hardwood industry brags that the Allegheny Plateau supplies about 75% of 
the black cherry used in the world. The unglaciated plateau provides the most ideal growing 
conditions for black cherry anywhere. Today in the 
Allegheny National Forest black cherry is one of the 
dominant tree species - but this wasn’t always the 
case. 

These forests were once dominated by 200 to 
400 year old eastern hemlock, american beech, white 
pine, and sugar maple. Massive clearcutting at the 
turn of the century destroyed almost all of that legacy 
and in its place grew black cherry. 

Before Europeans settled here, black cherry 
made up only 1% of the overstory canopy. Today, 
black cherry makes up 28% of the Allegheny forest 
canopy. 

But the proliferation of black cherry isn’t sim- 
ply an accidental result of historical clearcutting. To- 
day the Forest Service spends millions of dollars try- 
ing to determine new and more efficient means to 
create a black cherry monoculture. Clearcutting and 
herbicide application methods are specifically de- 
signed to promote more cherry. The Forest Service uses deer fencing and seed tubes to protect 
black cherry trees from deer browsing that other species are subjected to. They maintain orchards 
for genetically “superior” seed propagation. The result is that nearly half (~45%) of the under- 
story, or future forest canopy, is now made up of black cherry. 

The dominance of black cherry is reducing biodiversity at an alarming rate. Other species, 
such as hemlock, beech, and hickory, that provide far better habitat and food sources for forest 
wildlife, are compromised. Furthermore, the proliferation of native ferns and non-native grasses 
is exacerbated by the use of clearcutting and herbicides to promote the cherry. Unfortunately, all 
of this is done for a species that is used solely for luxury items such as costly veneer and paneling. 


BLACK CHERRY SEED ORCHARD 
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Cutting Forests, Cutting Jobs 


“Loggers: The Next Endangered Species,” reads a sign 
prominently displayed outside a shop. Another store sells t- 
shirts saying, “Hug a logger. You’ll never go back to trees.” 
Sound like Northern California? 

Nope. This is Northwestern Pennsylvania, where the tim- 
ber beast has been roaring for over a century. But, while a 
hundred years ago the clearcutting was done with large teams 
of loggers and horses, today it takes only two or three work- 
ers using heavy machinery a matter of weeks to reduce a large 
swath of forest to stumps. 

With the rapid decrease in jobs due to mechanization, 
and the unsustainable logging practices taking place through- 
out the region, the first slogan may be all too accurate—but 
not as a result of “preservationists,” as the timber industry 
has tried to persuade folks. 

_. *Walue-added industries” are also decreasing. From 1980 
to 1990, the number of people employed in the manufactur- 
ing industry of the Allegheny region decreased by about 25%, 
though logging increased during this period. More and more, 
we are seeing job-destroying technologies such as high-ca- 
pacity chip mills and increased exportation of raw logs to 
other countries—particularly Germany and Japan. 

Meanwhile, recreation jobs are threatened by unsustain- 
able logging and oil and gas development in the region. Rec- 
reation provides almost three times as many jobs as timber 
extraction in the Alleghenies. 

In order to sustain the human populations of the region, 
the area must diversify. Worker retraining will be vital to any 
plan to create sustainable economies. The National Forest 
Protection and Restoration Act would help by shifting timber 
subsidies in part to worker retraining. But mostly, the people 
of the region need to come together and focus energy on solv- 
ing these problems rather than on resuscitating the dying timber beast. 


Oil and Gas = Boom and Bust 
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While the big boom days of oil are over 
and the industry is mostly moving out, they 
are still looking to drill for every last crude 
reserve that they can. 

Unfortunately nearly 95% of the mineral 
rights on the Allegheny National Forest are privately held, meaning that under anti- 
quated mining laws private developers can cut roads into the forest and drill virtu- 
ally at their will. Today, hundreds of active wells and thousands of abandoned wells 
are scattered throughout the Alleghenies leaving a long trail of toxic spills. 

Oil-related ran and leakage introduce toxins such as benzene, toluene, and 
xylene into forest streams. The EPA characterizes north- 
western Pennsylvania as having a chronic oil spill situ- 
ation resulting of small discharges from thousands of 
wells, tanks, and ponds. Likewise, natural gas pipe- 
lines can have serious leaks (the kind that evacuate city 
blocks) that go on without notice for months. 

These spills threaten the drinking water of local resi- 
dents, the streams used by trout fishing enthusiasts, 
popular hiking trails, and core wildlife habitat with little 
to no oversight. The Allegheny Defense Project is look- 
ing for unique, creative means to put an end to these 
hazards but we need your help! 
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Oil giant reveals it will close Rouseville refinery 


WHAT’S IN THE STACKS WILLAMETTE? 


— a 


Willamette Off the Planet! 


Willamette Industries is a multinational corporation based in Oregon. Having 
devastated the ancient forests in the West, Willamette, along with other timber gi- 
ants Collins Pine, Georgia-Pacific, Temple-Inland, and International Paper, has turned 
toward the regenerating hardwood forests of Penn’s Woods. They have brought 
with them chip mills, medium-density fiberboard plants, hydro feller-bunchers, and 
experience in destroying communities and forests. The result has been shattered 
lives, rampant health problems, polluted rivers, and fields of stumps. 

In 1993, Willamette built the “Keystone Chipping” facility in Lantz Corners, 
near Kane, PA, “The Black Cherry Capital of the World.” The facility was built on 
a wetland without a permit or public notification. The ramifications for the commu- 
nity of Lantz Corners have been severe. Intense noise pollution, stream pollution, 
and dry wells are just a few of the problems these folks have faced. 

The community here has fought Willamette long and hard. Their frustrations 
are voiced in giant lawn signs reading “Willamette: Your Noise is Harming our 
Families” and “Willamette: How Many Acres of the Allegheny National Forest 
Chipped this Year?” posted along a several-mile section of Route 6. 

In October 1998, Allegheny Earth First! activists blockaded the entrance to the 
chip mill, forcing the plant to close for a day. The action brought widespread atten- 
tion to the plight of the people at Lantz 
Comers and the forests of the Allegh- 
eny. 

Meanwhile, the Willamette paper 
mill in Johnsonburg, PA, has been dous- 
ing residents with noxious gases since 
the early ‘90s, and folks in the commu- 
nity have been fighting the giant as long. 
Willamette bought the mill from 
Pentech over ten years ago, and tripled 
its capacity without increasing pollution 
control measures. Curiously, this in- 
crease in capacity has not increased jobs. 

In May 1999, The Allegheny De- 
fense Project and PROACT ( another 


quest with the Pennsylvania State 
Attorney’s office to revoke Willamette 
Industries’ charter to do business in PA. 
This came after the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency’s (EPA) April 1999 ci- 
tation for violations of the Clean Air Act. 
Willamette had been releasing about six 
times as much sulfur dioxide and about 
three times as much nitrogen oxides 
from its Johnsonburg, PA, pulp mill than 
it was permitted to. Unfortunately, this 
is far from Willamette’s only violation 
in Pennsylvania. The community suf- 
fers from chronic exposure to toxins 
spewed from the pulp mill. Asthma, 
cancers, and other problems prevail in 
this little town on the Clarion River. Toxic dioxin-laden gunk spills into the beauti- 
ful Clarion River which, several miles down from the plant, is designated a Wild 
and Scenic River. More dioxin and other toxic chemicals issue from the smoke- 
stacks towering over the town. 

Willamette also takes full advantage of cheap public land timber. It has been 
estimated that on any given day, up to 50% of the logs chipped at their Keystone 
chip mill are from the Allegheny National Forest and nearby state forests. These 
chips in turn supply the Johnsonburg pulp mill. 


Temple-Inland Moves In 


With the arrival of the new millennium many folks wished for grand prospects 
such as world peace and an end to world hunger. Temple-Inland, Inc., a Texas based 
multi-national timber giant, had a different vision. Temple-Inland, Inc. brought in 
the new millennium by obtaining control over the operations of the Allegheny Par- 
ticleboard and Allegheny MDF (medium density fiberboard) plants in Mount Jewett, 
PA, thereby becoming a leading polluter and wood consumer of the Allegheny Na- 
tional Forest region! 

Temple-Inland’s three plants in the Alleghenies produce a combined 430 mil- 
lion square feet of MDF and particleboard, consume thousands of acres of forests, 
and release over 300,000 pounds of the toxic chemical formaldehyde annually. Their 
MDF plant in Clarion, PA, operated for three years on a start up permit before they 
installed an incinerator to “solve” pollution problems, but the pollution continues. 

Since obtaining the Clarion plant from its previous owners MacMillan-Bloedel, 
Temple-Inland has become North America’s largest producer of MDF and operates 
plants ranging from Chiapas, Mexico, to Ontario, Canada. 


group fighting the chip mill) filed a re- 
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see the timber sale program on our national forests end. 
The National Forest Protection and Restoration Act 

(NFPRA,) introduced into Congress by Representatives 

Cynthia McKinney (D-GA) and Jim Leach (R-IA), seeks 


| 
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chainsaws, but threats from industrial wreckreation continue to 
= ridges 
| plague the park. In addition, several times in the past, New York 


NFPRA would: 


Create jobs by redirecting funds to badly-needed forest res- 
toration and worker retraining. Hiring preference for resto- 
ration jobs is given to any displaced loggers. 


lA dats Oa mince £20 os five hone | governors, coveting the large black cherries growing throughout 
Gidiibnlp\td Wlitokk tick veat uae | the park, have proposed to open the area to logging. Fortunately, 
Setesign ts our are - Her oe Hel]. | COtmous public opposition has squelched these plans. 


bender Journal, Action Alerts, and will 

| help keep the defense of the Allegheny | 
alive! Of course, additional donations 
are always appreciated. 


l Amount Enclosed $ 


Provide funds for research and development of alternative 
fibers (like kenaf, hemp, and agricultural residues) and build- 
ing materials (like straw bale.) 


Stabilize payments to counties. Currently, funding for 
schools and townships within our national forests is tied to 
the timber sale program, and fluctuates widely from year to 
year. This bill would de-link and stabilize those payments. 


ly plan to donate hours work. 


Save taxpayers over $400 million per year. 


Of course, there’s a lot more that needs to be done to 
protect our public lands, and many different ways to do it. ; 
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SHOSHONE FIGHT MOBILE CHERNOBYL 


BY WINONA LADUKE AND FAYE BROWN 


What weighs 30 tons, has as much 
radiation as 200 Hiroshima bombs 
and is projected to pass within a half 
mile of your home? That would be a 
canister of high-level radioactive 
waste, traveling from one of the 109 
aging nuclear power plants in this 
country to Yucca Mountain, Nevada, 
the proposed final resting place for 
America’s most deadly garbage. 

The Department of Energy (DOE) 
released its draft Environmental Im- 
pact Statement (EIS) for a proposed 
Nuclear Waste Repository at Yucca 
Mountain in August. It is to this 
mountain, at the heart of the West- 
ern Shoshone Nation, a place of deep 

spiritual significance to 

Shoshone and Paiute 

peoples, that the federal 

government hopes to send 
98 percent of the burden of the radio- 
activity generated during the entire 
Nuclear Age. 

Despite heated criticism by Native 
and environmental forces, the Yucca 
Mountain proposal remains the only 
site under government study for per- 
manent disposal of high level 
nuclear waste. The DOE has al- 
ready dumped three billion 
dollars into the project and 
wants to spend $35 bil- 
lion more to complete 
it. The release of the 
EIS marks another 
DOE step towards 
opening the 
dump by the pro- 


date of 2010. 

More than 200 
grassroots groups 
have been organiz- 
ing over the past 
few months to seek 
broad participation 
in the EIS process. 
As a result, the 
rushed public com- 
ment period has 
been extended to 
180 days, but still severely limits the 
ability of impacted people to testify. 

That’s because the Yucca Mountain 
EIS largely sidesteps the issue of trans- 
port. High-level waste designated for 
Yucca Mountain will be moving on 
US highways and train routes near 
the front yards of more than 50 mil- 
lion Americans. The transportation 
of this waste poses a huge health risk. 
DOE studies project a rate of one 
accident per 343 shipments. That 
translates into, atthe very minimum, 
268 accidents over the next 30 years 
as up to 90,000 shipments of 
nuclear waste make their way to 
Yucca Mountain. 

The hearings, which began on 
September 27 and continued 
through January now include eight 
Nevada towns, one community each 
in Idaho, Utah, Missouri, Colorado, 
California, Georgia and a hearing in 
Washington DC. These hearing sites 
did not allow easy access for contmuni- 
ties in other states who are endangered 
by the transportation proposals. 

The Shoshone are asking people to 
support Native land rights issues raised 
by the EIS. What is glossed over by 
decision makers and ignored in the 
EIS is the fact that Newe Sogobia, land 


guaranteed the Western Shoshone 
Nation by treaty, includes Yucca 
Mountain. Even study of the site is a 
violation of the treaty. The Shoshone 
want the DOE off their land and their 
mountain restored. Upholding the 
treaty can be an important tool for 
organizers to stop the dump, but the 
Shoshone face extreme geographic and 
political isolation and, without suffi- 
cient public support, fear their voice 
will not be heard. That isolation is 


reflected in a statement by representa-. 


tive Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, 
who said “God made Yucca Mountain 
for the express purpose of storing high 
level nuclear waste. There’s nothing 
within 100 miles of the place.” Add 
racism to low level logic and you get a 
high level waste dump. 

Perhaps as alarming as the absence 
of transportation issues and a concern 
for justice are the obscured health 
considerations in the EIS. Ac- 
cording to the DOE 
study, Yucca 
Moun- 
tain 


and the steel canisters in it will even- 
tually leak. The DOE is planning to 
store more than 70,000 tons of spent 
nuclear fuel in miles of tunnels 1,000 
feet underground. At least one storage 
canister of the more than 10,000 can- 
isters envisioned would fail within 
the next 1,000 years. And after 10,000 
years, according to a New York Tmes 
report on the proposal, all the canis- 
ters may degrade. 

What may be worse is that an 
earthquake at Yucca Mountain could 
cause groundwater to surge up into 

the storage area forcing danger- 

ous amounts of plutonium into 

the atmosphere and contaminat- 

ing the water supply. This is not 
an unlikely scenario given the area 
is a seismic minefield. More than 
621 earthquakes of magnitude 2.5 
or higher have been recorded in the 
area in the last 20 some years. It is 
not surprising that the nuclear in- 
dustry has fought against any 
groundwater radiation standards for 
the facility, saying it could threaten 
the entire project. 

According to. the Nuclear Waste 
Policy Act of 1992, radiation stan- 
dards for the facility would need to be 
set by the Environmental Protection 


Agency (EPA). The EPA has 
proposed a standard of 15 
millirem per year as the ex- 
posure limit for people liv- 
ing near the site which, according to 
environmental groups is inadequate 
for the protection of human health. 
The EPA also suggested a 10,000 year 
compliance period for the standards, 
while the DOE estimates that the 
peak dose of radiation will occur 
300,000 years after the waste is 
stored. “The Yucca Mountain EIS sim- 
ply does not allow for the develop- 
ment of a repository that insures 
containment from the biosphere over 
the required period of time,” stated 
George Crocker, an energy policy 
activist and director of the Prairie 
Island Coalition in Minnesota. 

Shoshone groups are adamant that 
any additional radiation risk in their 

community is unacceptable. The 

Shoshone Nation is already the 
most bombed nation on Earth 
and suffers from widespread 
cancer, leukemia and other 
disease as a result of fallout 
from more than 600 atomic 
explosions in their territory. 
In the meantime, pending 
legislation before Congress 
to rewrite the Nuclear Waste 

Policy Act (NWPA) would 

strip the EPA of all authority 
to set any standards at Yucca 
Mountain. Government and 
industry changes to the NWPA 

(appearing before Congress and 

defeated now five years in a 
row), pretty much throw radia- 
tion standards out according to 
Michael Marriot of the Nuclear 
Information Resource Service in 
Washington DC, Such legisla- 

tion would miraculously over- 
come most of the public 
health hurdles to the Yucca 

Mountain project with the 

stroke of a pen. 

This year’s revision of. the 
NWPA also allows on-site stor- 
age of nuclear waste outside 

power plants until Yucca Mountain 
or an interim dump site is ready. That 
interim dump may be on a Utah res- 
ervation (Skull Valley Goshute land). 
The on-site storage authorization is 
handy for utilities who don’t want to 
have to fight citizen groups over turn- 
ing their nuclear reactors into defacto 
nuclear waste lots. The bill also pro- 
vides for the federal government 
(meaning taxpayers) to take owner- 
ship of the waste and liability for it. 
What this means is that the utilities, as 
might be expected, will be abdicating 
responsibility for waste they created 
over the past 30 years. Summarizing the 
legislation, Crocker states that, “It’s the 
latestin along line of stop-gap measures 
by the industry to continue operations 
and accommodate the production of 
more nuclear waste—despite the fact 
that the industry doesn’t know how to 
deal with the waste it has.” 

As the NWPA of 2000 is metamor- 
phosing in Congress, electrical util- 
ity industry contributions to elected 
officials are turning into policy. Over 
the past few years, the members of 


. the Nuclear Energy Institute, i.e. your 


utilities, have sent about $12.8 mil- 
lion to their congressional delega- 
tion to assure an end to their nuclear 
waste dilemma. 


Victory #1 oniGuseeds: 


Johnny’s Selected Seeds, based in 


‘Albion, Maine, has pledged to not know- | 


ingly buy or sell genetically engineered 
seeds. Johnny’s was targeted earlier this 
yearby anti-biotech activistsin the North- 
east, under the umbrella of Northeast 
Resistance Against Genetic Engineering 
for publishing a statement in their 1999 
seed catalog suggesting that they might 
offer genetically engineered varieties in 
the future. The company received hun- 
dreds of letters from its regular customers 
and other concerned individuals suggest- 
ing that Johnny’s had severely damaged 
its reputation as a supplier to organic 
growersin theregion. Several major grow- 
ers in New England said they would not 
buy from Johnny’s until they took a firm 
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JULIA BUTTERFLY TOUCHES Down 
WITH THE EARTH First! JOURNAL 


continued from front page 

_ I think the greatest success, though, is one we’ll 
never be able to quantify: The shifting of con- 
sciousness and the inspiring of people to become 
conscious, to step out of that numb complacency 
into a realm of consciousness and begin to take 
responsibility for daily actions because they felt 
inspired. To realize that they too can make a 
difference. I feel that’s the greatest success, that’s 
the ripple effect that we’ll never be able to sit 
down with a graph and chart. It’ll just keep 
happening forever. 

I know that a lot of people within the activist 
community are not necessarily satisfied with the 
way I went about coming to this agreement, but at 
the same time, I was trying to recognize that we’re 
talking about two people on completely opposite 
sides of a spectrum. A corporation that would 
never, in their own words, “give in” to a treesitter. 
Yet they did... And my focus, the whole time, was 
to look past my frustration, my disgust, my sad- 
ness and anger at what they’re doing to the world 
and look at them as human beings and try and 
find a way to find common ground and empower 
them to protect not only the tree and the three 
acres around it but what I believe has come to 
symbolize to the world... 

EF!J: A lot of the criticism I’ve heard’s been 
directed at the payoff, the fact that you paid off 
PL, to the tune of $50,000. 

Julia: That is the biggest concern in a lot of 
people’s eyes. And number one, the grove is worth 
more than $50,000. And number two, the reason 
the company asked for it was that they had to save 
face in their local community... They had to have 
something to hold up to the timber community to 
make it look like they didn’t do what they actually 
did, which was capitulate to someone who was 
trespassing on their property and holding an act 
of civil disobedience against their practices. And 
number three, a lot of people aren’t thinking 
about what that area was to the world. That it 
became such a symbol with so many people’s 
beliefs and hopes and at- 
tachments that just as the 
people who are upset with 
the $50,000 and had attach- 
ments to what I did, so are 
the thousands of people 
who I’ve been receiving re- 
sponses from that are happy 
about... what I did... 

EF!J: Some people would 
say that what you did was 
acknowledge that PL had a 
right to own the tree. How 
would you respond to that? 

Julia: No, I did not. What 
I did was acknowledge that 
our government and 
people’s consumer actions 
are acknowledging that 
company’s right. I have 
stated, and will continue to 
state, that there are certain things in the public 
that belong to the public trust, including our old 
growth, including the air we breath and the water 
we drink and the species we all share this planet 
with... The $50,000 was an acknowledgment that 
our government and enough people in our society 
are not to the place yet to hold the corporations 
accountable. And that’s why I’m on the ground 
continuing to work my butt off... 

EF!J: 1 don’t think anyone’s going to argue that 
the Luna treesit’s been huge in terms of focusing 
public attention on old-growth logging. And that 
begs the question: What sort of tactics and strat- 
egies do you think work? What strategies and 
tactics would you recommend to the environ- 
mental movement in the next millennium? 

Julia: Well, the first strategy begins for me 
maybe on a little more of a philosophical level, 
but it was the core of what gave me the strength 
to live in a tree for two years and go through what 
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“I think the greatest suc- 
cess, though, is one we'll 
never be able to quantify: 
The inspiring of people to 
become conscious, to step 
out of that numb com- 
placency into a realm of 
consciousness and begin 
to take responsibility for 
daily actions because 
they felt inspired.” 


I went through and learn 
what I learned. And thatis, 
that it is more than a tac- 
tic, it is a way of life, in 
coming from a place of love 
and respect. Because I 
learned real quickly how 
easy it is to get caught up . 
in the energy of what we’re 
against. You know, when 
they were cutting down 
trees all around me, I died. 
It was like watching my 
loved ones dying, all day, 
every day, andit killed me, 
it broke me on so many 
levels. And before I knewit 
I was being driven by an- 
ger and hate and sadness 
and frustration, and all of 
those energies that don’t 
allow us to be our higher 
selves. And our higher 
selves is where we can truly 
be effective. Not only on the symptoms, but on the 

disease that’s causing things like deforestation and 

wrongful imprisonment and nuclear proliferation 

and all the issues facing the world. And so even 

though it is a philosophical understanding, it is a 

very real tool in being an effective activist. But it has 

got to be more than a tactic, it has to be a way of life. 

Then, the next step is that, I know some people 
think it’s a sell-out or cop-out or whatever, but to 
try and place ourselves in the shoes of those who 
we are against. In that, in the outreach that I did, 
whether I was talking to a three year old, a 33 year 
old, people in Princeton or a logger underneath 
my tree revving up his chainsaw, I did my best to 
place myself in that person’s shoes so that I could 
try and speak words that that person could hear. 
And I was not always successful, but I did my best. 
The other thing about tactics is that it all changes 

from place to place to place. Because the planet 
and the people on it are 
extremely diverse... 

EFI!J: Well, let me throw 
something out to you. I 
think one of the more im- 
portant developments in 
the radical movementin the 
last SO years or so has been 
the events up in Seattle. 

Julia: Oh yeah. 

EF!J: And this new breed 
of activist, who’ve adopted 
a more militant and con- 
frontational response to 
what they see is wrong with 
the world. What do you 
think of the black-clad an- 
archists? Folks breaking 
windows, that sort of thing? 

Julia: Number one, once 
again, I’m going to try and 
put myself in their shoes. But I am not them, so 
anything I say is conjecture and opinion and idea, 
but not necessarily who they are or what they are. 
I don’t know these people. What I feel, number 
one, the key thing, is where we’re coming from. If 
we're coming out of a place of hate and anger, 
we're never going to create the world we want to 
see. No lasting change in the history of time has 
come from a place of anger and violence. That’s 
why we see wars continuing to happen. You can’t 
bring about peace through violence. It doesn’t 
last... The black-clad anarchists in Washington 
chose to do something that allowed the media, 
with all of its spin and corruption and the police 
with all their spin and corruption, to have the 
violence they perpetuated lessened... 

EF!J: Do you think maybe the property destruc- 
tion in Seattle was what brought the acronym WTO 
to the living rooms of your average American? 

Julia: | think the WTO acronym would have 
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Julia, glad to have her feet firmly on the ground. 


gotten out there anyway. Because the police were 
bent on being violent. As you know, they started 
the violence long before the property damage 
even began. One of the greatest things to come 
out of it was the alliances. How long has it been in 
history since this diverse amount of people came 
together in such an organic way and created a 
scene that reached peoples’ minds and accom- 
plished the goal of shutting down the WTO? And 
I think that that would have gotten out anyway. 

EF!J: Where do we go from here? I think we’re 
going to see even more of these more confronta- 
tional, property-destruction kind of actions. What 

do you see as the appropriate direction for the 
environmental resistance movement? 

Julia: I think the most effective thing we can do 
is build bridges. Because as long as we stick within 
our labels and our categories we’re separating 
ourselves from the very real fact that all of life is 
connected whether we like it or not. We are 
connected to those who are destroying life, just as 
we are connected to those who are protecting it... 
And I think that our hope for the future is build- 
ing. Setting aside our differences that divide long 
enough to focus on common goals. And that’s 
where my concern about things like more violent 
forms of protest come in—that there’s no bridge 
building there. 

EF!J: Last question. In your writing and in what 
you've said today, in terms of love and respect and 
bridge building—are there any bridges you just 
want to blow up? Anyone you just fucking hate? 

Julia: (Laughter) I am doing everything in my 
power not to hate. Because I see what it did to me. 
I have no way to describe to you how it ate at the 
very essence of my being. How the hate and anger 
turned me hollow. And there was more than one 
occasion when I sat up in that tree in the fetal 
position rocking back and forth, bawling my eyes 
out because I was dying. I was dying emotionally, 
spiritually, physically... And one of the things I 
learned was that I cannot go back there. I have to 
tise above... And I am going to, every day, get my 
guidance through prayer. And I know that’s not 
what some people would like. But that’s where I 
come from. And in my anger, and in my desire to 
blow bridges up, I’m going to take it to prayer and 
I’m going to see how I can most effectively dis- 
mantle that bridge. Blowing it up is too violent for 
me to create the world I want to see. But I definitely 
believe I can dismantle it if I just try hard enough. 

EF!J: Well you gotta promise, just once, you'll 
come up to Eugene and get rowdy with us. 

Julia: Yeah, I was actually in Eugene right be- 
fore I came down to the redwoods. But I was not 
conscious yet... But I was there, right before I 
climbed into Luna. So I’m definitely coming back. 
I can’t wait to hug you and say thank you. 

EF!J: Yeah, and smash a window or two. 

Julia: (Laughter) I’m going to find a way to clean it! 
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Two Proposals to Move the Journal — 
Eastward Ho! 


AI ResuRn To 


-BY TURTLE, ROD AND FELLOW TUCSON 


EARTH First!ers 


Earth First! Journal editorial collectives 
are to be commended for enduring criti- 
cism from within our movement, while 
not allowing it to prevent production of 
a cutting-edge publication that contrib- 
utes to a larger movement. In our opin- 
ion, the Journal has successfully remained 
open to participation by our diverse 
ranks and has reflected our movement 
in each incarnation with a degree of 
democracy rare among environmental 
organizations. Issues once considered 
“not Earth First! issues” have been 
represented and integrated into our 
movement in the forests, streets and 
through the pages of the Journal. The 
benefit is a broader struggle, one that 
breaks down walls and brings us closer 
to preserving a worldview where hu- 
mans are not at the center. _ 

In publishing the Journal, every tac- 
tic and strategy legitimately employed 
by our members and allies should be 
given equal respect and representa- 
tion, regardless of the opinions of the 
editorial collective. We consider this 
principle to be one of the Journal’s 
most important. responsibilities, to 
remain personally unbiased while en- 
deavoring to present the Earth First! 
movement as those participants who 
keep its spirit alive today see it. 

As Earth First!ers in Tucson we request 
to move the Earth First! Journal. We 
propose that the Earth First! Journal move 
to Tucson to represent the Earth First! 
movement as its own members freely 
determine. The Earth First!ers behind 
this proposal reflect a lot of the growth 
and diversity within our movement. 
We have worked with and are aware of 
the stability, responsibility and com- 
mitment required to publish the Journal 
and welcome it. After a year of consider- 
ation, we are prepared to provide astrong 
foundation for the Journal. 

Should the Journal move to Tucson, 
the defense of biodiversity where Earth 
First! is not established would be pro- 
moted and publicized. In Mexico, Cen- 
tral and South America, environmental 
battles continue to be largely ignored by 
the US environmental movement. The 
Journal’s presence in Tucson would give 
voice to the struggles to protect these 
regions threatened by multinational cor- 
porations, while continuing with the 
strategies of the present editorial collec- 
tive through increasingly publicizing 
ideas, promoting actions, and evolving 
as a loud voice of opposition to the wars 
waged through corporate imperialism. 

Borders may separate environmental- 
ists politically, but they do not separate 
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citizens of a bioregion under repre- 
sented by environmentalists in the 
United States. Having the Journal in 
the Sonoran Desert would strengthen 
the ties Arizona’s environmental 
community has with this region’s 
dispossessed, poor, working class and 
indigenous peoples. This would sus- 
tain the Journal and include activists 
from outside the Earth First! commu- 
nity. It’s not just about reporting on 
other similar struggles, but about be- 
coming an active part of them from 
the society largely responsible for the 
world’s ecological problems. 

Earth First!ers seeking to work with 
the Journal in Tucson include former 
short termers at the Journal, editors of 
other environmental publications, 
people with extensive fundraising and 
sub-boosting backgrounds, volunteer 
coordinators, artists, photographers, 
videographers, web designers, lawyers, 
as well as activists with knowledge of 
bulk mailings, computer repairs and 
accounting. All are prepared to volun- 
teer for the Journal. We believe that the 
structure, makeup and strategy in this 
proposal would lead toa more efficient 
process of publishing the Journal, re- 

_Sulting in an increased readership. 

In the spirit that this proposal is 
just a proposal, we are simply ex- 
pressing that qualified individuals 
are prepared to a make a long-term 
commitment to the Journal in Tuc- 
son. We remain committed to the 
process employed by the Journal when 
hiring editorial collective members. 

The Journal should not move only 
in response to a crisis. Like change 
within Earth First!, a move should be 
initiated when a collective of Earth 
Firstlers exist who can take our 
struggle forward to a larger constitu- 
ency. We believe that we are capable 
of improving the paper in a way that 
only a new location and new blood 
can accommodate. Here in the South- 
west, we believe it’s time to reignite 
the fires of resistance and make the 
Journal a publication to chronicle the 
blaze of radical environmentalism 
into the new century. 

We do not pretend to know what’s 
best for the future of the Earth First! 
movement, though we believe we can 
carry its torch for a period of time until 
another Earth First! community is pre- 
pared to do so. We respectfully ask the 
Earth First! movement to let us show 
you what we've got. 

For a complete version of this pro- 
posal, please contact Rod at (S20) 
903-9404; rodhasan@yahoo.com or 
Turtle at (S20) 623-5252 x303; 
tortuga@sw-center.org. 
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The future of mankind lies waiting 
for those who will come to understand 
their lives and take up responsibilities 
to all living things. 

—VinE DELORIA 


The same power that manifests itself 
as resource extraction in the countryside 
manifests itself as racism, classism and 
human exploitation in the city. 

—Jup1 Bari 


The Earth First! Journal is the only 
publication that combines conserva- 
tion biology and wilderness preserva- 
tion with a radical social agenda. 

The EF! J could be a bridge to greater 
alliance building between radical 
ecologists and other activists who are 
envisioning a shift from a capitalistic 
world-to a ecologically and socially 
just world. A move to the East Coast, 
where there is a much denser human 
population, and where many of the 
ecological issues are intrinsically in- 
terconnected to socio-political issues, 
would give the EF! that much more 
leverage in making its mark. And as 
this country becomes more culturally 
and ethnically diverse (by 20SO0, white 
people will be in the minority), radi- 
cal ecologists need to connect to com- 
munities of color and working class 
communities who are struggling 
against McWorld. A great deal of 
biodiversity may not survive without 
aculturally diverse movement to pro- 
tect it. There would not be a lessening 
of the importance of wilderness pres- 
ervation, but maybe instead a greater 
understanding of how that struggle is 
connected to struggles against envi- 
ronmental racism and class oppres- 
sion. Having the Journal on this side 
of the country would catalyze more 
activism in the belly of the beast. 

By relocating to a community of 
color or a working-class community, 
the Journal would have the opportu- 
nity to be involved in the day-to-day 
struggles that revolutions are really all 
about—connecting the local issues 
with the global forces behind them. 

Itis this community aspect that is of 
utmost importance. Many commu- 
nity groups have strong roots in their 
neighborhoods but lack the informa- 
tion and motivation ofa radical analy- 
sis. Likewise, many radicals are not 
rooted in the day-to-day struggles of 
communities but nonetheless have 
great ideas and energy for confronting 
the problems that face the biosphere. 
If radical ideas are not accepted by 
people outside of the activist subcul- 
ture, then our cause is lost. 

Some logistics: The proposal sug- 
gests that present members of the 
collective should come out here to 
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produce the Journal. The current col- 
lective is doing a great job and the shit 
would just get better if more people 
were reading the EF/J and contribut- 


ing. But if that is not the case, then at 


least one or two other long-termers 
besides myself would be needed to 
come on for at least a year apiece. It 
would be ideal if someone(s) from out 
West, down South or the Northeast, 
and with experience in wilderness pres- 
ervation, would come to add 
bioregional and ideological balance 
to the collective. Another possibility 
for some oversight could be to ap- 
point some sort of editorial advisory 
board composed of longtime activists 
from all over the country. 

Some ideas about the New York 
area: Community support is essential 


to the Journal’s production. If it were: 


to move to NY, there are numerous 
communities and support networks 
that would be available to keep the 
Journal running smoothly. Volunteers, 
short-termers and other staff could be 
recruited from the local communities, 
as the Journal presently does in Eu- 
gene. Making a bilingual Spanish sec- 
tion of the Journal would also be an 
outcome of this move. 

Also, with all of the colleges in the 
area, perhaps getting some grants to 
get interns to research specific envi- 
ronmental issues or articles could be 
a possibility. One other idea, if we 
were to move close to an urban or 
economically depressed area, would 
be to set up “activist exchanges” where 
the Journal could sponsor sending 
some neighborhood activist out to an 
EF! campaign for a small time, in 
exchange for some EFlers coming to 
the hood for a while. 

I have done some research into 
office and living space in one com- 
munity in NY. (Let me stress that I 
am not set just on moving it to NY; 
I feel that there are a lot of places in 
the east that would be great, any- 
where from Maine to Miami; other 
people would just have to step for- 
ward with ideas, though). In Hunts 
Point, South Bronx, we could get a 
four-bedroom apartment in a 
townhouse for $750-800, that could 
serve as office space (another apart- 
ment could be living and crash 
space). There are other neighbor- 
hoods, such as Bed-Stuy and Red 
Hook, that also offer possibilities. 

If this sounds like the beginning of 
something cool, please contact me. This 
does not have to be an immediate move 
and the ideas in here are applicable for 
a move to Tucson, Arizona, as well. 

Errol Schweizer is a Bronx-based or- 
ganizer, a former editor of the Journal, 
and a former editor of OFF! Contact 
him at commonsense@graffiti.net or 
csecology@yahoo.com. 
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time before we re-discover the animal,” 
said Jason Halbert, Appalachian Resto- 
ration Campaign Coordinator. 


Ten percent of the Pacific 


Coast named plover habitat 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
ha: nublished a final rule designating 
crit. al habitat for the Pacific Coast 
populations of the western snowy plo- 
ver (Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus). 
This action fulfills the service's obli- 
gations under a 1998 court order, 
which was the culmination of over 
four years of litigation by conserva- 
tion organizations, following the 
listing of the snowy plover as a 
threatened species on the Pacific ot 
on March 5, 1993. / 
These 28 critical habitat locaton 
total 20,000 acres and span 210 miles of 
_ Coastline, about 10 percent of the coast | 
; of the western continental US. 

The service now indicates that a 
Tecovery plan for the threatened 
‘snowy plover will be available by 

~ spring 2000. This final critical habi- 
tat went into effect on January 6. 
WhileJudge Rafeedie acknowledged 
_ that the service required 12 months 
‘to complete the final designation, he 
edt ere was 
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Grizzly bears fishing for salmon in n British Columbia, Canada. 


continued from front page 

Grizzly bears have the lowest repro- 
ductive rate of any landmammalon the 
North American continent. One rea- 
son for this is the late sexual matura- 
tion of female grizzlies, as they do 


‘not start breeding until five to eight 


years of age. If optimum conditions 
exist breeding females will produce 
only one to three cubs at two to 
three year intervals. In addition, 
there is a relatively long two to three- 
year attachment of young grizzlies 
to their mothers. Grizzly bear popu- 
lations are especially susceptible to 
the impacts of sport hunting because of 
these reproductive limitations. Grizzlies 
do not have the biological characteris- 
tics of a prey species; they reproduce 
slowly, and their populations recover 
slowly from human induced mortality. 

The Kitlope Valley, located in Haisla 
territory on the north coast, is a prime 
example of the toll being taken on 
coastal grizzlies by hunting. A vast 
intact drainage, the Kitlope’s grizzly 
bear population was decimated by 
years of excessive sport hunting. As a 
result of the Haisla First Nation’s ef- 
forts to stop the unrestrained killing 
of grizzlies in the Kitlope, the prov- 
ince finally implemented a ban on 
grizzly hunting in the valley. How- 
ever, a prolonged grizzly population 
depression is still evident there. 

When Cathy McGregor was deposed 
as environment minister and replaced 
by Joan Sawicki, Raincoast hoped it 
was a sign that the government might 
take a more enlightened approach to 
grizzly bear management. 

But by all indications, the utter 
neglect for the coastal grizzly bear 
issue that earmarked McGregor’s reign 
is going to be continued under 
Sawicki. Meet the new boss, same as 
the old boss; hunting overkill and 
habitat destruction in the Great Bear 
Rainforest continues unabated. 

In BC, grizzly bear management 
emanates from the barrel of a gun, as 
evidenced by the recent killing of 
numerous grizzlies in Rivers Inlet by 
provincial conservation officers. Gov- 
ernment negligence in failing to pro- 
tect grizzly bear habitat and wild 
salmon stocks has now become a hu- 
man safety issue as grizzlies desperately 
search for food in coastal communities 
such as Oweekeno Village. 

Minister Sawicki refuses to meet with 
conservation groups to discuss: the 
coastal grizzly bear issue. Sawicki’s ex- 
cuse? Her calendar is “fully committed” 
in the coming months. The decline of 
grizzly populations apparently is not a 
concern to the new minister. This der- 
elict attitude prevails despite the fact 
that one of the BC government’s own 


biologists, Dionys De Leeuw, has plainly 
exposed the pseudo-scientific rationale 
behind the government’s grizzly hunt- 
ing policy. De Leeuw says that “there is 
no evidence suggesting any sport hunt- 
ing of grizzlies is sustainable in BC. In 
fact, there are strong indications that 
past and continuing population declines 
are due to excessive sport hunting.” 

Ina strongly worded petition recently 
submitted to the BC government, 68 
biologists are calling for the enactment 
of a five to 10-year moratorium on all 
sport hunting of grizzly bears pending 
completion of long-term population 
studies in the province’s six bioregions. 
Yet the BC government clings to the 
voodoo science of its pro-sport hunting 
Wildlife Branch in order to cater to the 
extremist special interest groups that 
favor killing grizzlies for fun and profit. 

Sawicki recently wrote that “the 
biggest impact on grizzly bear popu- 
lations by far is habitat loss due to 
human activity...” This is an incred- 
ibly ironic statement given that the 
BC government is facilitating the 
widespread destruction of coastal 
grizzly habitat in order to serve the 
agenda of four multinational timber 
companies (Interfor, Western Forest 
Products, West Fraser Timber and 
MacMillan Bloedel-Weyerhaeuser). 

Since 1990 Thirty-four intact valleys 
have been roaded and clearcut in the 
Great Bear Rainforest. Fifteen of those 
valleys have had logging roads punched 
into them since September 1997. 

In the entire Great Bear Rainforest 
there is only one park, the 
Khutzeymateen, that is legislated as a 
fully protected sanctuary for grizzly 
bears. Since the province announced its 
so-called “Grizzly Bear Conservation 
Strategy” in 1995, no coastal grizzly 
bear core habitat has been protected. 

BC has no Endangered Species Act or 
any other substantive legislation to 
protect species at risk such as the griz- 
zly bear. The BC Environmental As- 
sessment Act specifically excludes for- 
est practices from environmental scru- 
tiny. The minimal wildlife provisions 
under the Forest Prac- 
tices Code have never 
been implemented. 
The code’s “Identified 
Wildlife Management 
Strategy” is meaning- 
less in the case of a wide 
ranging apex predator 
such as the grizzly as it 
sets an arbitrary one 
percent capimpacton 
the “annual allowable 
cut” as a constraint 
on any grizzly bear 
Managementinitiative. 

Large carnivore ex- 
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pert Dr. Paul Paquet recently stated 
that current provisions under the code 
governing forest practices are not 
compatible with the long term sur- 
vival of grizzly bears. Enshrining 
clearcut logging and an unsustain- 
able rate of cut, the code is ultimately 
a death sentence for grizzlies. Yet the 
BC government continues to claim 
that the code obviates the need for 
endangered species legislation in BC. 

The BC government claims it has “a 
provincial strategy to manage grizzly 
bear populations conservatively.” But 
according to provincial biologist De 
Leeuw, “grizzly bears have been extir- 
pated from most of North America. The 
species is presently declining and listed 
as vulnerable in BC. This disturbing fact 
by itself ought to be sufficient reason to 
stop all sport hunting of grizzly bears. 
Unless extremely solid evidence can be 
provided, which unequivocally demon- 
strates that continued hunting does not 
exacerbate already vulnerable and de- 
clining bear populations, all sport hunt- 
ing of these animals should be stopped.” 

The reality is that the BC government 
has never carried out an accurate census 
of coastal grizzlies, yet rationalizes the 
ongoing issuance of kill tags by using a 
scientifically unsound “habitat suitabil- 
ity” model to calculate its inflated griz- 
zly population estimates. 

De Leeuw has revealed that the Wild- 
life Branch calculates “a theoretical po- 
tential huntable grizzly bear surplus 
based on inappropriately applied habi- 
tat suitability indices... virtually all griz- 
zly bears could be exterminated in BC 
by sport hunters, while government 
habitat suitability measurements alone 
would continue to calculate a theoreti- 
cal potential bear abundance and con- 
tinue to establish a harvestable surplus.” 

A recent poll conducted by View- 
points Research Ltd. showed that 
over 70 percent of BC residents agree 
that large geographic areas should 
be set aside as habitat for grizzly 
bears. Another poll commissioned 
by the province revealed that a strong 
majority of British Columbians also 
support protecting far more wilder- 
ness beyond the BC government’s 
arbitrary 12 percent cap. Another 
recent Angus Reid poll showed that 
76 percent of British Columbians 
favor a ban on grizzly hunting. 

Please write, fax or e-mail today! Let 
Environment Minster Joan Sawicki 
know howimportant you think it is to 
protect the remaining intact river val- 
leys in the Great Bear Rainforest and 
that placing a moratorium on the sport 
hunting of grizzly bears is essential. 

Write to Minister Joan Sawicki, Leg- 
islative Buildings, Victoria, BC V8V 
1X4, Canada; (250) 387-1356; 
joan.sawicki.office@leg@bc.ca. For more 
information contact Raincoast Conser- 
vation Society, POB 8663, Victoria, BC 
V8W 3S2; greatbear@raincoast.org; 
www.raincoast.org. 


> 
> 
= 
= 
-_— 
— 
= 
= 
S 
= 
= 
= 
> 
7 
=. 
5 
= 
6 
= 


‘Grizzly comet British Columbia. 


ARMED W1tTH VISIONS 


i stood at the facility 
fies buffal are locked in 
and sent off to. slaughter 
the warm winter sun 
sent snow heaps 


dro pping from trees 
ripping rhythm on leaves 


you guarding the facility 
approach me from P ions truck 
you ask why tam 

i slide forward on skis 

and tell yow 


i have come because there.is suffering \ 


of the Earth 
Buffalo | “others and sisters 
are dying 
and the Montana Department of Livestock 
is trapped in in illusion | 


or you 
and Buffalo.” i 
we have compassion 3 
and the\£arth Mother. calls to ‘US. 
to heal these wounds. 
can you hear her calli? 
to transform our Gree my 5 ats 
iask you 
but you tell me 
all you,fhear are snowmobilés 


and they ee roaring d the road af Ae And T'w 
Four B rcant NG 08 


in front olicé vehicles. 
infront of and yahooing livestock men 


we shout and invite drums to sound 
bes the Earth spirits 

er tobacco and osha 
tthe gates are shut 
the Buffalo are in your death camp 
and you Grin and laugh 
i ask you how you can kill a buffalo 
icannot you see yourself in themi 


yout do not identify - 
it is. va a fist pull the trigger! 
cat tel “me i d today 
but it is obvious ee 
who ts fail 
who is blinded 
the wind picks u ' e 
J z  sthe-surtts high 
a raven circles. LA A 
soaring overhead ~\ 
these are the voices of Gaia, etlhng 
‘feel her rhythm. foe | 
dance her.song 
—Silent Sunday 


AND I WAS THERE ) 
U sOvace these Yaa fifanet SOUL WITCHING IN THE LAND OF WANT 
» With water and sky blue ) ? | | 

Clouds were white Under a greed stained sky . 

_ With snow onthe monntains . inthe Land og/Want 

Jungles green i) fA, ? / the a pfs Leaned om hs. 

A/planct breathing in a ul saps j CONCRETE } ro 7 crry 
And I was there in The distance /.- 

AfTeR many days ory travel 

‘Scatons came and changed HeGd come ro thy CaprAl | 

Warmed in spring till hd burst AY 

(pea for tates 4) ff Ghoérs with: ansanable cravings Ali 

Autumn got trees n for bed 

ae bla he sleep ait 

ay . Losr, their /yeiering ® 

Wom it | Adiyhy the Wizaxds $0 

Thundered in splay ith waterfalls | y PW 

Hid turtles in creeks | Wa Leaving only an unbalanced. A 

Backed up huge and deep in lakes i xeomantoneed Turned) 10. Bin ag 

Sere theaky! wil ie meORY OF Tip | 
a oe oy Time of want of wartt 

Bpthlethine See in clea. cool ol springs ‘The: rsfiiidene) through 

| } ‘a OISTRICT OF or WI buildings 
6 Attaching TWO GREEN. willow sm cks 
to bis starr a divining. ates fashioned 
Holding a stick m each hand the starr 
pulled bia m a sean-cixcle and pomted 
hia towaxo the Building of Forbidding. 
This was the-National Depositoxy 
of Souls kept as collateral 
FoR purchases. dxiven by cravings 
This:was The dooming Fort Hocks 
Entexing, he went to theavain 
vault and struck 17 three TOES 
with his stage Rélédsing. the 
4 ery MBride which Regained their size” 
In open-air 10 Fly ‘Ree There 
Fe Nemesis t0/the Wizards of Want 
NOT.SO LONG AGO | . 
Hy 4 hi He Was i Witcher’ FOR Lost Souls.” 

A million years or 80 Bgo tbat | 

Up tintil not slong ago | { ~SidBidges Ef in > 

We lived in our natural, habitat 4 MFP ETA. 

Likeany other animal : 4 0 ee? 

4 Where we evolved to belong | 
Our food plants ye are Sp 
‘We didnitneed clothing.‘ 

Or constructed. shelters. 4 

We made. gotifortehle nests of sof Pintesinle.. 

Under trees end the open sky 


Clear as. ‘ent shee 
& ‘just ‘as dangerous 


: Sire 56i ity ~ 
108: MLK: Jr Student Dion #4300. ‘ 
Swan wa 94720-4510. °. “Wp 


Maybe we inhabited only a small portion of the” 
planet 
Maybe we were comparatively few in number ° +e ; 
Maybe we possessed only what we needed 
Maybe we did only what came ‘patural 
Magee we felt more'alive _* » 


—Lynn Jacobs all-rights réserved to the authors | 


Dear Shit fer Brains, 

As one of the 240 Sea Turtles 
let loose in Seattle during the 
WTO protests and a known Peace 
Nazi, I’d like to commend the 
editorial, “The People Must be 
United,” in the Yule 2000 issue. 

It will always be touchy when 
nonviolent direct action and the 
breaking of things happen si- 
multaneously. We should all 
know that by now. It is my convic- 
tion that true and active nonvio- 
lence is both the most effective 
and the most militant path to 
change. That said, I’d like to say 
a few words in defense of the 
“Anarchists from Eugene.” 

First, the media did not dis- 
tinguish between the anarchists 
and the opportunistic looters 
in their wake. And isn’t it inter- 
esting that if an individual disre- 
gards civil law, breaks a window 
and takes a bag of Starbucks cof- 
fee, they are called a violent 
criminal, but if a corporation 
disregards civil law, desecrates 


an entire ecosystem and com- 
promises the health and well be- 


ing of countless thousands, it is 
called world trade? 

During the protest, Seattle 
media reiterated again and again 
what a pity it was that a few 
violent marauders (yes, a Seattle 
reporter for KIRO TV News used 
the word “marauders”) had com- 
promised the message of thou- 
sands of peaceful protesters. In 
fact, wasn’t it the violent police 
who did their best to squelch our 
First Amendment rights to free- 
dom of speech and assembly? 

It is true that the “Anarchists 
from Eugene” have been 
scapegoated. In my opinion to 
take heat away from the police 
and the WTO itself. Let’s not 
use that as a reason to 
marginalize the anarchists’ con- 
tribution or to condemn activ- 
ists who are committed toa path 
of nonviolence. 

Let’s keep the dialog open. 

—Peccy Sue 


Dear SFB, 

I have been part of Earth First! 
in Seattle for a few years now. I 
wanted to share my observa- 
tions on the WTO event: 1) I 
don’t think that the property 
destruction did one bit of good 
accept for peoples egos. Let’s 
get real here. You don’t want to 
see a real riot. I would wager 
that more than 90 percent of 
the property destruction was 
carried out by people that don’t 
live anywhere near, say, a real 
burned-out inner city. There is 
a reason why the journal comes 
out of Eugene and not Detroit; 
2) One of the first things I 
learned when I started doing 
this stuff was that nonviolent 
civil disobedience and property 
destruction in the same space is 
a bad mix. You show me any 


Page 26 Earth First! Brigid 2000 


campaign around that 
would find this acceptable. 
Well believe it or not, we 
actually have a campaign 
going on in Seattle. It may 
not have a brand name, 
but that’s OK. Weall know 
or at least should know by 
now when it’s time to fuck 
shit up. People’s lives were 
put in danger, without their 
knowledge or consent, by not 
only the fucking cops, but by 
the people carrying out the de- 
struction. There is no way 
around this fact. I was there; 3) 
All this flies against what Anar- 
chism really is. Anarchism is a 
global movement that is chal- 
lenging and dismantling the in- 
stitutions that oppress us all. We 
need to present a real alternative 
to corporate rule. In order to do 
that, we need to be organized. 
This means that we need to real- 
ize as individuals how our ac- 
tions can have an impact on 
someone else’s life and be held 
accountable for it. Hats off to 
the good folks organizing the 
neighborhoods in St. Louis, New- 
ark and L.A. 
— PATRICK 


To all the defenders of sustain- 
able eco-love, 

You all are blessed angels! | 
personally thank you all for what 
you do. I wish we could all at 
once awaken from this illusion 
that requires so much waste, 
poison and rape of the land. 

I pray for you all. The infi- 
nite one is watching through 
you and over you always. You 
all have a special gift and are 
obligated to it, as we all are. 

Thank you, and love on, 

—BRIAN EDGAR 


Hola EF! 

Saw yer excellent cover- 
age of the WTO protests in 
the December-January, 
2000 issue. But I did no- 
tice in the “International 
N30 Roundup,” that you 
didn’t include Austin, 
Texas. Many Austin environ- 
mental, labor, peace and justice 
groups came together to launch 
a massive education campaign 
about the WTO. Our efforts paid 
off with some 40 Austinites trav- 


eling to Seattle and an anti-WTO > 


protest to the state crapitol on 
N30 with some 500-700 people. 
When people returned from Se- 
attle, we did a speak-out where 
we told our stories of what hap- 
pened in Seattle. From there, 
several ongoing discussion 
groups and alliances have 
started, and an Art and Revolu- 
tion collective has begun. Its 
first mission was making pup- 
pets for the N30 march. Thanx 
to the evil that the WTO does, 
many people that normally 
don’t work together are starting 
to make connections and alli- 
ances. Remember, we are the 
city, and we shut it down! 
—SKOT 


Dear SFB, 

A Berkeley expatriate, I aban- 
doned the SS Amurika in 1994 
for Australia, only to find that 
the United Snakes multina- 
tional monster is rapidly de- 
vouring us here as well. Not 
only is rampant commercial- 


ism and California-type 
suburbanization swimming 
across the vast Pacific spoiling 
the human habitat. Govern- 
ment has aligned itself, as usual, 
with big business, and in the 
past four years of a Liberal (read 
“Republican”) regime we have 
suffered the following: 1) A leg- 
islative reversal of the High 
Court’s holdings on Native 
Title, resulting in divesting all 
the gains aborigines have made 
in land rights under Labor (read 
“Democrat”) governments; 2) 
Opening of two new uranium 
mines on native title land, in 
flagrant disregard of World Heri- 
tage law and specific findings 
by UNESCO experts that ura- 
nium mining does not respect 
either Native Title or World 
Heritage values; 3) An “explor- 
atory” lease granted to mine 
shale oil in Bundaberg, 
Queensland, with grave poten- 
tial of damaging the southern- 
most Great. Barrier Reef; 4) A 
cyanide heap-leach gold mine 
in Timbarra Forest, New South 
Wales, in midst of Australia’s 
only high-elevation wetlands; 
5) Kanadian-Amurikin con- 
glomerate Pangea’s license to 


site world-wide nuclear waste 
in Western Australia on native 
title land, as Australia’s “contri- 
bution to international secu- 
rity,” in the words of Robert 
Galucci, of George Washington 
University in DC, one of 
Clinton’s special advisers; 6) A 
double-cross by the state Labor 
government on local north 
coast forests, granting timber 
fellers open slather to Stihl pe- 
nis old-growth trees (for us “old” 
is 300 years); 7) Massive 
clearfelling in Queensland by 
graziers to raise cattle. 

Well, that’s only a partial list 
of jobs needing attention by 
people willing to work for little 
or no pay, to be ignored or ridi- 
culed by the media, to persist in 
pushing papers through courts, 
to blockade at key sites. 

Wendy and I were shocked to 
see Fire in the Eyes and to hear 
that Judge Vaughn Walker ac- 
tually found such tactics Con- 
stitutionally permissible. 
Couple that with the Seattle 


police riots, and you can imag- 
ine that from overseas, to intel- 
ligent folks with integrity, 
Amurikan police look like the 
Schuts Staffel of yesteryear. That 
ain’t no news to this warrior—I 
was beaten, tear-gassed and jailed 


_ at Berkeley for standing alongside 


my black brothers and sisters and 
for opposing the draft and Viet- 
nam. Yessuh, we’s deffintly on de 
list at Langley or wherever! 

Please keep us informed of 
the fight to save the old-growth 
redwoods and the court battle 
against pepper gas. 

Cheers, 

—RONALD WOLFF 


Dear SFB, 

I am writing in response to a 
letter which appeared in your 
August-September, 1999 issue 
of EF!]. To which I would like to 
say... Fuck you, Dan Longcore! 
It’s people like you who got us 
here in the first place! “Hey 
don’t worry about it, just keep 
sprawling, there will be forests 
for meto enjoy!” What a fucking 
great mentality! You're so igno- 
rant. You think the forests of 
this Earth exist strictly for hu- 
man enjoyment. Wrong! The 
forests of this Earth existed long 
before modern man decided he 
had a “better way.” We should 
protect nature simply because 
it has a right to exist: 

Oh, and by the way. My 
woman does shave her legs and 
pits. She’s also hotter than hell! 
But, regrettably, we are both veg- 
etarians so we can’t go to Taco 
Bell and play asinine games like 
Defeat the Darkside. As far as “en- 
joying modern society” is con- 
cerned, whatever you say man. 

—MaAarrTHeEW Kirk 


Dear Earth First! Journal, 

I recently purchased three 
Earth First! T-shirts and was 
shocked and angry to learn the 
shirts were manufactured in 
Honduras. This is bullshit! 
Earth First! should be embar- 

rassed. You could have found 

T-shirts made from organic 

cotton made with non-slave 

labor in the United States. I 

don’t care if they cost more, 
at least we would be support- 
ing the organic cotton industry 
and not slave labor. Your motto 
is “No Compromise in Defense 
of Mother Earth.” Well, this is a 
big compromise. This is about 
as hypocritical as it comes. 

Please respond, 

—MaAace Roserts 


Ed. Note: Although the Journal 
sells T-shirts from Honduras, prints 
on dead trees, uses a non-union 
printshop, buys mailing party food 
at Costco, purchases envelopes at 
Office Max and sometimes wipes 
with only 20-percent recycled t.p., 
we try to be as PC as possible. Thank 
you for this SFB—it will be dis- 
cussed at our next staff meeting. 
Hopefully we will soon have all or- 
ganic/local tees on our shelves! 

BEN é 


Dearest shit for brains, 

Today I went down to the 
River Faction POB to check on 
mail and found a bundle of 
primers waiting for me from the 
Journal. | grabbed them and 
threw them in the back of my 


MIORE OF YOUR SFBs 


pickup and took off, glad that 
they had arrived. The group here 
is new and enthusiastic, but at 
times it can be intimidating try- 
ing to explain what Earth First! 
is all about when it’s just two of 
us that have been involved for 
any time. I thought of this and 
how the Journal had supported 
organizing efforts in the past in 
other towns and realized how 
much it helps to have a clear- 
inghouse like the Journal to as- 
sist in organizing efforts with 
info and Journals and shirts. So 
I wanted to write just to say 
thanks to the Journal. Sometimes 
it’s late, but it always arrives. 
You all do an invaluable service 
to the movement, and I wanted 
to take a moment to say so. 
On another note, I encourage 
everyone to pencil in the ren- 
dezvous this summer on your 
calendar. Almost every week- 
end folks have been out scout- 
ing sites and actions and are 
hard at work to make this a 
great gathering. We’re very se- 
rious about the rendezvous and 
regionally are spending lots of 
time organizing, refining and 
preparing forit. Already we have 
Ramona Africa of the MOVE 
organization coming and are ap- 
proaching others like Howard 
Zinn to attend, if just for a few 
days. We are preparing train, 
trail and road route descriptions 
for folks to get here. Though it 
may be a bit of a trip for the 
West Coasters to come, we think 
it will be worth your time. And 
in terms of population density, 
it’s a fact that we have a lot 
more people on the East Coast 
to recruit from. So buy your 
tickets, plan your carpools, get 
your bike tuned up, whatever, 
however. Just plan on getting 
here. Cause though it will be 
the year 2000, we’re going to 
party like it’s 1999. Plus we have 
a lot of work to do together to 
get Earth First! into the new 
century with a bang. ‘ 
Y’all come, 
—Curis IRWIN, 
River FACTION-KATUAH EARTH First! 


Earth First! 

Greetings and salutations! Hav- 
ing read your magazinea few times 
before, I am relatively familiar 
with your ideologies, and I sup- 
port your calls for environmental 
and social justice. 

Recently, I’ve received a copy 
of Judi Bari’s Revolutionary Ecology 
and a tape of her spoken word 
(Alternative Tentacles), and I am 
blown away by her commitment 
and passion towards justice and 
Earth First! 

Now, my curiosity and interest 
in Earth First! has increased even 
further, and I can resist no more! 
Please send a subscription. 

Thanks, 

— LAURA 


Dear SFB, 

Rather than asking for a huge 
space in the Journal to address the 
attacks on sabotage by nonvio- 
lence dogmatists, I have put my 
essay “Nonviolence and Its Vio- 
lent Consequences” on a web 
page: www.iiipublishing.com/ 
nonviol.btm 

For those of you lucky enough 
not to have access to the net, send 
$1 to III Publishing, POB 1581, 


THOSE LONG SFBs Are DriviNc Us BANANAS— 
KEEP THEM UNpDER 300 Worps You GoriLLAS 


Gualala, CA, and I'll send you a 
copy (it’s a 12-page pamphlet). 
Please feel free to make your own 
copies if that is convenient. 
—BILL MEYERS 


Dear SFB, 

Hypocrisy: one word describes 
you and all of your kind. Get a 
new hobby or get a job and 
leave decent people alone. 
Think about what you are do- 
ing. Find a new agenda. This 
Earth and everything on it was 
here before you and it will be 
here when you, and I are gone. 
You are not the only radicals 
out there! 

—ErIN WELCH 


Greetings comrades and fellow 
warriors for the spirit of the wild: 
I am writing you from deep 
inside the tombs of the 
Amerikan injustice system as a 
hostage of the Evil Empire— 
one of nearly two million po- 
litical prisoners of war currently 
detained in concentration 
camps across the country. 
Long before I becamea cap- 
tive of the state in 1998, I was 
very active with many causes 
and spent a good 10 years sub- 
verting the system on various 
levels. As disempowering as im- 
prisonment is, I have still found 
ways to remain active by net- 
working and writing letters to 
corporations, politicians, etc. 
Unfortunately, 99 percent of 


those in prison adhere to the 
lowest common denominator 


and truly become exactly what 
the system wants them to be. I 
will be out in 2002 and cannot 
wait to get back to the 
frontlines—all prison is for me 
is a brief detour and break from 
society—an opportunity to 
purge myself of any remaining 
attachments to Western culture. 

My purpose in writing is to 
ask if you could send me the 
most recent copy of the Earth 
First! Journal. (1 have Samhain, 
November-Décember 1999.) I 
was recently transferred and cur- 
rently have no job, thus no 
money, so I was wondering if I 
could get a subscription tempo- 
tarily and pay later. I am being 
moved again in March and will 
have a job then and be able to 
afford it. The EF! Journal is the 
only source for real news, and I 
miss having it terribly. 

Thank you for considering 
this. The struggle continues. I 
wish you all much peace... 

Solidarity, 

—Desert WOLF 


Hello neighbors, 

Suppose you found yourself 
in a lifeboat with a large number 
of people. Among you area small 
group of individuals known to 
be highly intelligent and moti- 
vated, and the crowd relies on 
their expertise to survive. 

“Now, suppose these experts 
began to drill holes in the hull 
of the lifeboat. The water is rush- 
ing in, yet they continue to work 
and assure everyone that noth- 
ing harmful will happen. 

What would you do? Would 
you continue to watch and wait 
until the boat sank and everyone 
drowned, or would you take im- 
mediate and direct action to stop 
them and repair the damage? 


You certainly would not pay 
them for doing it! Yet that is 
what we, as a capitalist society, 
do everyday! 

By purchasing the consumer 
goods that we do everyday, we 
condone the payment of an elite 
few to punch holes in our life- 
boat, the planet Earth. 

Let’s talk about life, about 
your life and mine and the col- 
lective life of humanity and all 
the other species which inhabit 
this planet. From animals and 
insects to trees and fungus. We 
are all equally dependent on 
our lifeboat, and yet we, hu- 
manity, are allowing members 
of our own species, operating 
within our own societies, to sys- 
tematically destroy our home! 
Why is this? 

We call these collectives of 
misguided humans corpora- 
tions and governments. These 
collectives serve the needs, not 
of the whole, but of the few, 
driven by the greed of capital- 
ism and the need to stay in 
power—over you! 

As a human being born on 
the planet Earth, you and I, and 
every single individual life, has 
the inherent right of clean air, 
clean water, a healthy ecosys- 
tem and the ability to walk the 
face of the Earth as a free entity. 

These are not privileges to be 
partitioned out by the few; they 
are your birthright! Whenever you 
buy bottled water instead of de- 


manding that the water in your 
local ecosystem be clean enough 


to drink, you reinforce the corpo- 
rate choke-hold. Since the Indus- 
trial Revolution, these inherent 
rights have degraded and are slip- 
ping away, one by one. 

Due to the greed and mis- 
management of governments 
and corporations in the last cen- 
tury the overall situation on our 
planet has become critical and 
threatens our very existence. 


- How did we let it come to this? 


Yet, I am one who still be- 
lieves there is time to take di- 
rect action in order to turn 
things around on this planet; 
Mother Earth can still regener- 
ate herself if we act soon. I can 
sum up what you can do in the 
popular saying: think globally, 
act locally. 

Think about it, 

—COoyorte 


Attention: Earth First!, 
I would like to bring to your 
attention a matter that 
greatly concerns me. I re- 
cently have heard about a 
new TV show CBS plans 
to air in the summer of 
2000. They are in the ap- 
plication process of re- 
cruiting 16 strangers to 
be marooned on a de- 
serted island. It sounds 
innocent enough until 
you hear the details. 
The island is in the Ma- 
laysian state of Sabah 
off the coast of Borneo. 
There are no humans 
living on this island, 
but it is home to sea 
turtles, monitor liz- 
ards, macaque mon- 
key, pythons, wild pigs 
and coral snakes. The 
CBS web site says it all 
in the same bfeath: 


“Covered with a lush rain forest 
and surrounded by stunning 
blue waters, this island has been 
untouched by humans for cen- 
turies.” The very next paragraph 
goes on to say, “The sixteen 
marooned castaways will be 
forced to band together and 
carve out a new existence, find 
food, build shelter and create 
an island society.” This is all a 
contest that lasts seven weeks. 
Every moment will be taped, 
and America will watch as all 
but one castaway is voted off 
the island. The winner of this 
contest gets $1 million. But at 
what expense to the environ- 
ment? Seven weeks, shelter and 
food for 16 people (not to men- 
tion the TV crew and all of there 
equipment or the issue of hu- 
man waste). Do they actually 
think this will have no impact 
on the environment? Was an 
environmental impact study 
done? I am writing to you at 
Earth First! because I hope you 
will see the ignorance in this 
whole idea. It’s just unneces- 
sary, and I am hoping there is 
something that can be done. 
Thank you for your attention 
with this e-mail. | am writing to 
you from a friends computer... 
Thanks again, 
- “jc 


Dear SFB, 
Seattle may have been the best 

resistance to corporate culture, 

monopoly capitalism, poli-eco- 
nomic psychosis and future 

shock experienced in the North 
American sector. But lets be 
honest, resisting nukes in space 
with broken windows and 
chants is not a winning strat- 
egy. Corporate culture must be 
replaced by a green (left en- 
hancing) culture... green values, 
life long commitment and crea? 
ture brilliance. “How do you 
stop a charging elephant? You 
take away it’s credit card.” Yes, 
we all fund corporate culture 
and yet we want a sustainable 
positive future. This can’t be! 

To get rid of corporate insanity, 

we must starve it! 

The idea is to withdraw (hit by 


hit) from corporate economics 
and politics by co-creating a green 
culture and breaking our depen- 
dency on banks, oil cartels, in- 
surance companies, Safeway, 
Walmart/Home Depot and rape 
of the Third World, etc. We must 
bite the hand that currently feeds 
us! Capitalism is rushing us all to 
ultimate destruction. Life first 
must challenge profit/power first. 
Print these green values, think 
cooperation, land, hard work, 
peasant pleasures, permacultural 
ingenuity, genuine sensitivity, 
trust, integrity, community, etc. 
Imagine... John could! He died 
for it. Can we do less? 
—NAMASTE GREEN FIRE VIA 
BRUCE SHEARER 


Dear Earth First! Journal, 

An epiphany inspired by re- 
cent events: Multinational capi- 
talism is the new Communism, 
and the first pitch of the new 
Cold War was tossed in Seattle in 
late November. Like Commu- 
nism, multinational capitalism 
led by its Big Brother, the World 
Trade Organization, wants inter- 
national revolution, and they 
hope to achieve it by capturing 
the hearts and minds of the 
people through propaganda, if 
possible, and by force, if meces- 
sary. Too bad if it tears societies 
apart or bastardizes rich cultural 
heritage or destroys the environ- 
ment. These are the operating 
costs of perpetual profits. At the 
peak of the so-called Cold War, 
in the late 1950s, the brilliant 
self-taught philosopher Eric 
Hoffer seemed to anticipate this 
very state of affairs. In an essay 

called “Imitation and Fanati- 
cism” contained in his indispens- 
able book The Ordeal of Change 
Hoffer writes: “Ever since Capi- 
talism came into its own we have 
caught glimpses of the Capital- 
ists’ dream of omnipotence. It is 
a dream of total noninterference 
of a “company state” rather than 
a company within a state. Some 
Capitalists tried to realize this 
dream in distant colonies where 
they were unrestrained by the 
mores and traditions of their 
homeland. But only a Commu- 
nist regime succeeds in making 
the wildest Capitalist dream come 
true right in the home country. A 
monolithic company, the Com- 
munist party, takes possession of 
a whole country. It not only owns 
every acre of land, every build- 
ing, factory, etc., but has 
absolute dominion over 
the bodies and souls of 
every man, woman, and 
child. The aim of this su- 
per-Capitalist company is 
to turn the captive popu- 
lation into skilled mechan- 
ics and so shape their souls 
that they would toil from 
sunup to sundown, thank- 
ful to be alive and blessing 
their exploiters. It is only 
natural that such a “com- 
pany state” should aspire 
to turn itself into a hold- 
ing company of the planet.” 
Sincerely, 
—ALAN BisBort 


Greetings from the ALF! 
The last weekend of 
August 1999, 46 dogs were 
liberated from behind the hor- 
rifying walls of a lab supply pro- 


vider called Biodevices. Every ani- 

mal at the facility was taken and 

placed in loving arms leaving the 

prison empty of all life. If it had 

been up to those carrying out the 

action, Biodevices would have 

been burned to the ground, never 

to reopen. Unfortunately, and | 

mean that with all the rage and 

passion conceivable, part of the 

underground railroad that was ac- 
cepting the dogs was unwilling to 
follow through with their part, if 
fire was involved. So, those inside 
did as much damage as possible 
by means of spray painting, 
smashing, destroying records and 
flooding by leaving all faucets 
turned on. The jars with formal- 
dehyde holding hearts, brains and 
other organs were left alone. 

This action took years of recon 
and preparation. I arrived know- 
ing very little about the logistics 
but expected to be challenged 
mentally, emotionally and physi- 
cally. lam familiar with cities and | 
how they operate, but my first 
time encountering the area in 

which Biodevices was located pro- 
voked a fear in me that took a 
while to accept. There were video 
cameras on nearly every 
streetlight, a police communica- 
tion center a few doors down, a 
police training center across the 
wash and a handful of 24-hour 
businesses with security on sur- 
rounding streets. My heart and 
spirit believed the liberation was 
possible, but my mind was over- 
come by the amount of work, 
organization and planning that 
still needed to be perfected in 

such a short amount if time. There 

were many details to be covered 

and new ones constantly form- 

ing. Each moment of each day 

needed to be carefully utilized. 

Each person’s ideas, strengths and 

input were crucial. There were 

arguments and misunderstand- 

ings. These things helped us to 

know ourselves and each other 

better and to trust that we were 

each 100-percent ready. Thank 

you all for working so hard, for 

believing, for putting aside your 

differences and fears. 

I encourage all you warriors, 
new and experienced, to go un- 
derground and follow what is 
strong in your hearts. Often an 
idea or action seems impossible 
to carry out, but there are cracks 
inthe cement and others out there 
who feel the same as you. Maxi- 
mum destruction often takes no 
more time or energy than mini- 
mum damage. As I reflect back I 
smile to know that 46 dogs are 
free and have a bright dog future. 
But there is also a deep aching to 
know that Biodevices will reopen 
and acquire more dogs to enslave, 
torture and kill. Fire is a good tool. 
Use it wisely. I wish we had. 
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Earth Nite News 


November 20: The Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) entered the Poultry Research 
Facility at Washington State University 
(WSU) in Pullman and proceeded to 
destroy every piece of equipment they 
could find. This marks the second raid 
at a research facility in Washington 
state within a month, the first one oc- 
curring at Western Washington Uni- 
versity in Bellingham on October 24. 
Thirty-seven rats and four rabbits were 
liberated in that raid. “This is the 
fourth ALF raid against vivisection 
this year,” comments ALF spokes- 
person David Barbarash. “The ALF 
are indeed increasing the pressure 
on researchers to stop their outdated 
and barbaric torture of sentient ani- 
mals. If the researchers don’t stop 
voluntarily, the ALF will help make 
their decisions for them.” 

December 25: The Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) claimed responsibility for 

a Christmas Day fire that destroyed a 


Boise Cascade timberlands manage- 
ment center in Monmouth, Oregon. 
The sabotage, initially estimated to 
exceed one million dollars in dam- 
ages, was in retribution for 
deforestation in the Pacific 
Northwest and as a warn- 
ing against the company’s 
plans to begin clearcutting 
in Chile. “Let this be a les- 
son to all greedy multina- 
tional corporations who 
don’t respect ecosys- >-~% 
tems. The elves are Wc @rey 
watching,” an ELF : 
communiqué concluded. 
December 30: Nine luxury 
automobiles were set on fire 
in the space of 25 minutes across 
Berlin. Experts estimate the dam- _<~; 
age at several million DM (one 
million US dollars). Investigators 
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autonomous groups, perhaps the 
group “Class Against Class.” The cars 
burned were BMWs, Mercedes and 
Porsches. In the Mitte District of Ber- 
lin, two BMWs and a Mercedes were 
burned; in Prenzlauer Berg, a Porsche, 
; two Mercedes 
and a 
BM W 
were set 
on. fire; in 
Wilmersdorf and 
Schoneberg, two 
S-class Mercedes 
were torched. 
December 31: The 
ELF ushered in the new 
millennium by paying a visit 
to Michigan State University’s 
International Agricultural Of- 
fice. The office of Catherine Ives, 
Melba Lacey and Susan Gibbons was 


suspect the attacks were politically destroyed by fire. The office was tar- 
motivated and were carried out by geted because it is the center of a 
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large research effort to genetically 
modify sweet potatoes, maize, 
curcubits, tomatoes, pineapples and 
bananas. This project is focused on 
increasing the use of and overseeing 
the management and commercializa- 
tion of agricultural biotechnology in 
developing countries and transitional 
economies. This research is also being 
conducted at other sites on campuses 
across the US. 

January 5S: In its first raid of the 
new millennium the ALF rescued 23 
rabbits from certain torture and death 
at the R&R Rabbitry, a research facil- 
ity and laboratory breeder in 
Stanwood, Washington. 

January 11: Reclaim the Seeds 
slashed their way into a greenhouse 
at the US Department of Agriculture’s 
Western Regional Research Center 
in Albany, California and destroyed 
over half an experimental crop of 
transgenetic wheat. 


plants and prays 


continued from front page 

At El Jardin de la Esperanza, on East 7th street and 
Avenue C in Manhattan’s Lower East Side, Esperanza 
gardeners, the More Gardens! Coalition and many 
other activist supporters have bonded together to 
create a grassroots community of resistance. At the 
front gate of Esperanza, they have erected a giant 
sculpture in the shape of a coqui. The coqui is a 
thumb-sized frog which is the national symbol of 
Puerta Rico. In one myth a monster approaches 
the forest and intends to destroy it. The coqui steps 


up and is able to scare away the monster with the — 


loudness of its voice, an apt analogy for commu- 
nity gardeners facing bulldozers. 

In the interior of the coquille, activists next to a pair 
of concrete encased “black bears” look out 10 feet up 
over Esperanza’s fence, into the street. Beneath them, 
protecting the front gate, rests a “sleeping dragon.” 
Both devices are for activists to lock themselves to in 
the event of an attack by bulldozers. Soon after the 
coqui was completed, the lot and the wall behind the 
garden was torn down with a huge crane and bull- 
dozer which then parked inches away from the Gar- 
den of Hope. Esperanza responded (with help from 
local welders and engineers) by constructing a high 
tower in the shape of a beautiful sunflower. Seeded 
amidst the petals, 26 feet above the ground, is a chair 
where a garden defender can lock down. Two more 
sleeping dragons and a tripod are now planted in the 
back of the garden. Amongst the plants dormant in 
the cold of winter is a full time encampment, with 
tents, a kitchen : - 
and bonfire to 
keep the bustling 
people warm. 

Alicia Torres, 
who just turned 
76, talks to the 


to them. She also 
prays for the pro- 
spective devel- 
oper, Donald 
Capoccia, so that 
the Creator will 
open up his heart 
and change his 
plans on destroy- 
ing the commu- 
nity garden. - 
Capoccia’s plans for this neighborhood are ‘quick 
profits from luxury apartments, while destroying the 
long-term effprts of residents to create spaces for 
communities and the Earth to flourish. Two years ago, 
during winter, he destroyed Chico Mendez Mural 
Garden, The Angels’ Garden, Little Puerto Rico Gar- 


Page 28 Earth First! Brigid 2000 


Overview of Esperanza 
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den and Maria’s Garden (all deemed “va- 
cant lots” in the HPD register), all only a 
few blocks away. These gardens were 
turned into government subsidized con- 
dos for high-income tenants. Since 1992, 
Capoccia’s firm has received over $20 
million in construction contracts from 
HPD. NYC Mayor Rudolph Giuliani has 
been instrumental in the wholesale de- 
struction of community gardens and 
spaces in favor of speculative real estate 
interests funding his political machine. 
Most of the city council has also disre- 
garded public demands that community 
gardens be made permanent. Capoccia 
got the Esperanza garden after a deal with 
a local councilwoman, Margarita Lopez, 
for “80-20” housing, meaning that that 
80 percent of the dwellings are rented at 
full market value which runs up to $3,000 
per bedroom. The other 20 percent is 
reserved for “low-income” tenants; 
though after 10 years those spaces are 
then rented at full market value. The 80- 
20 equation allows developers to receive 
millions in subsidies, tax exempt bonds 
and loans from the city. Thus the mayor 
and council members help this devel- 
oper to destroy all of Esperanza and much 
of El Jardin Bello Amanecer Borinqueno 
(Beautiful Puerto Rican Dawn) without 
any benefits to the majority of 
those who have voted for them. At 
present, Capoccia’s construction 
company has an open case from the Depart- 
ment of Labor for violations of fair labor stan- 
dards. The company is notorious for unfair 
labor practices, denying positions to unionized 
workers, creating unsafe work sites and autho- 
rizing shoddy construction; his building prac- 
tices have three times sent cracks through 
adjacent buildings, compromising their struc- 
tural integrity and endangering inhabitants. 

More Gardens! advocates a long-term strategy 
tomakeall community gardens into permanent 
public parklands. At present, the most promis- 
ing avenue is the Sampson’s Bill, a piece of 
legislation in the New York State Senate. The 
city must first pass a resolution to allow the 
bill to be considered at the Senate level. An 
integral part of preserving threatened gardens in the 
short term is garnering the support of our environ- 
mentally friendly State Attorney General Elliot 
Spitzer. He has the power to call for an injunction 
against the destruction of community gardens that 
are now in danger. 
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| Children playing in reclaimed communi 


Unhindered by the 
failings of “urban re- 
newal,” gardeners have 
begun a renewal of the 
Earth in the concrete 
and congestion of New 
York, returning land to 
the hard working hands 
of dedicated people and 
nature. The re-greening 
of the urban landscape 
is underway. The city’s 
community gardens 
‘host migrating ruby- 
throated hummingbirds 
and monarch butterflies 
as well as bumble bees, 

squirrels and hosts of 

soil sustaining insects. 

New York City has seen 

areturn of peregrine fal- 

cons, red tail hawks, 
great blue heron and 

even coyotes. This is a 
} fragmented ecosystem 
3 beginning to heal. More 
§ Gardens! Coalition pro- 
= motes the development 
= and preservation of the 
community gardens. 
= They are committed to 
= revitalizing and enhanc- 
= ing existing community 

gardens and cultivating 
ty fallow land in our city. 

Alicia, born on the is- 
land of Vieques said, “We 
have to save Esperanza for the children, for everyone!” 
Today, instead of deterioration and neglect, commu- 
nity gardeners, people and activists join in to protect 
our sacred green space from a larger danger of fast 
pace, quick money, short term consumer developers 
and politicians. Each petal of the huge sunflower 
towering above Esperanza reads, “Esperanza/Hope, 
Lindo/Beauty, Communidad/Community, Oxygeno/ 
Oxygen, Comida/Food”—the gifts of the Earth. Here 
we draw our line. Join the turning of the tide! 

For those interested anywhere in the world, we 
urgently seek a crew of responsible activists who 
can help us with organizational tasks such as out- 
reach, legal, legislation and direct action. The en- 
campment requires dedicated persons to camp 
out, maintain the fire and/or run the kitchen. 

For more information contact the More Gar- 
dens! Coalition, 79 Clinton St. #17, New York, NY 
10002; (212) 330-6851; aj9@is3.nyu.edu or call 
the Esperanza hotline at (917) 673-8762, Housing 
Preservation and Development (212) 788-7210, 
788-7207 (fax); www.panix.com/-jayned. 


space on a giant sunflower. 


me 


HONORING THE TRUE LEGACY OF THE HUNGER STRIKE 


“I see our resistance as a strong weapon for the revolu- 
tion. Because our resistance has already created a public 
opinion which has to be taken seriously, in our country, as 
well as abroad, and it mobilized our peoples for the 
struggle. It’s not sufficient yet, but serious steps have been 
taken. I’m convinced, the resistance of the hunger strike 
till death will advance the struggle for the revolution. 
With this conviction I’m prepared to sacrifice myself. I 
consider this a duty towards our peoples. I want to say 
once more, I’m ready for this task.” 

—YEMLIHA KAYA, A VOLUNTEER WHO DIED ON A HUNGER STRIKE, 

Turkey 1996 


When looking at the tactic of a hunger strike, there 
isa long history of people giving their lives to perpetu- 
ate their belief of revolution and freedom. From Kurds 
in Turkish prisons to activists in Albania, Ireland, Iran 
and other countries, this history is full of determina- 
tion and strength in the prisons, in the homes and in 
the face of extreme torture. ; 

In 1981, Irish prisoners of war from the Irish Repub- 
lican Army initiated a hunger strike following years of 
blanket and dirty protests. While on the “blanket,” 
prisoners went for years living in cells with their feces 
and urine spread along the walls and only a blanket for 
warmth. Because they were fighting for political sta- 
tus, they refused to wear the uniform ofa criminal and 
added pressure by refusing to clean their cells. Bobby 
Sands was the first of 10 who died of starvation. 

August 20, 1995, saw the end of a hunger strike 
launched by 10,000 Kurdish prisoners in Turkish jails. 
Four people died. 

In May 1996, Another Kurdish hunger strike began. 
Twelve political prisoners gave their lives. 

On July 14, 1997, a hunger strike among Iranian 
political prisoners lost its first, Kamran Yazdani, 15 
days into a dry hunger strike. He was 22 years old. 
Strikers in Shiraz, one of the prisons involved, were 


spline folded for three days, given 20 lashes with a 


cable for every meal they refused to eat, andon the 
fourth day, were taken one by one for interroga- 


tions that included torture and mock executions. 

On December 13, 1998, Barry Horne, an animal 
rights activist, ended a 68-day hunger strike. Four 
days after the hunger strike ended he was wit- 
nessed writhing in pain, screaming for help con- 
stantly for three hours. He is slowly recovering. 

This is but a brief account of the recent historical 
context of the hunger strike. There are many more 
examples of those who have made the commit- 
ment and those whose 
names have been added to 
the death toll of the state. 

Across the Earth First! 
movement many of us at 
one time or another have 
chosen to go on a hunger 
strike to express our beliefs 
and give weight to our de- 
mands. A question we are 
not asking is whether we 
are willing and prepared 
to take this protest to the 
end. And if from the be- 
ginning we are not, do we 
honor the legacy of those 
who have fallen by saying we are prepared? 

There are many facets that comprise the decision 
to hunger strike. First, is it a political fast with a 
definitive end, or is it a hunger strike with one of 
two ends in sight? Calling political fasting a hun- 
ger strike lessens the seriousness of such a decree. 
If you choose to hunger strike is the demand and 
the goal worth dying for? Will it be an effective 
means to strengthen your struggle? Is the structure 
there to let the public know? Because the state is 
more than happy to just let you die. Are you 
prepared? Are your family and friends? 

Many of these decisions are extremely personal 
ones. We put ourselves in positions where we risk our 
lives for our beliefs. However, the commitment to die 
for one’s cause takes us to a new dimension. When it 
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Migrant workers in Florida before a hunger strike. 


comes to the greater picture and the effectiveness of 
achieving your goal, is it an avenue of last resort? 
Will you be supported through this decision and 
the slow breakdown of your body? Are there people 
to stand by you through negotiations, media work 
and all other forms of getting your struggle to the 
public? Only through public outcry will the system 
take the steps necessary to satisfy your demands 
and stop your imminent starvation and death. 

Another vital role in the hunger 
strike is that of the family. It was the 
family members who stood and 
watched their children die for the 
freedom of Ireland in 1981. It was 
also the families who took their chil- 
dren off the strike. In Turkey, 
Kurdish family members supported 
their loved ones by joining them on 
strike. Here, in America, we often 
leave our families out of our 
struggles. In many cases they don’t. 
share our beliefs, nor play a role in 
our lives at all. But when they do, 
are there steps we can take to create 
this stronger front in which our out- 
reach extends into our biological circles, providing. 
the ultimate support in the face of such a decision? 

We as a movement—in the debates of violence 
versus nonviolence, to breed or not to breed— 
often lose sight of how our decisions and terminol- 
ogy affect the rest of the world. As activists we cannot 
continue to perpetuate the state of denial about the 
commitment of other liberation movements by con- 
sidering a half-assed, undedicated fast a hunger strike. 
People around the world have died and are dying 
while taking this noble tack as their last stand. Honor 
their memory. Honor the history. 

Thank you to all hunger strikers around the world 
who have given their lives and who have made such 
a commitment to break the shackles of oppression 
that bind all life on this planet. La lucha sigue. 


WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 


continued from page 3 
Dismantling the mechanisms of cor- 


porate control entails identifying tar- 
gets for nonviolent action: the World 
Bank, International Monetary Fund, 
Trade Advisory Councils, Business 
Round Tables and the Federal Court 
system (which gives corporations 
the rights of people). We need to 
research in order to identify these 
bodies, where they meet, how they 
Operate, where their weak points 
are, howto effectively dissolve these 
bodies and prevent the emergence 
of their clones by other names. Col- 
lectively, we need to get on with the 
task of asking the right questions and 
dog our targets with the spotlight of 
public exposure. We must build net- 
works of like-minded groups across 
the country and the world and set our 
Strategic agenda (based on unifying 
common goals). We must work with 
an eye towards corporations’ as- 
sumed roles as “citizens,” “players” 
and “persons” and reassert their true 
Subservient status as mere instru- 
ments to serve the public welfare. 
All along the way, we must foster 
conditions that build a movement 
to the point of critical mass that 
can change the political climate 
and the future of the earth. We 
must conscientiously avoid divisive tac- 
tics, labeling (such as saying “the anar- 
chists” destroyed property in Seattle) 
and using the co-opting language of the 
oppressors. Armored tanks in the street 
are not “peacekeepers,” there was no 
“battle” or “riot” in Seattle. “Battle” 
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_ protests in Seattle, only one person 
cases to go to court. Unfortunately, 


_ cases left, 17 are felonies, nine of which 


‘tact DAN at (206) 632-1656; 


implies two sides engaging in violence 
(which is usually defined as harm to 
life, not property) and “riot” implies 
unorganized, unfocused disruption. 


* 


Of all the arrestees from the WTO 


remains in jail on an unrelated war- 
rant. Last week, the county attommey 
dismissed 250 cases, leaving 70 to 100 


those cases were dismissed without 
prejudice, allowing the cases to be re- 
called if the attorney so chooses. Of the 


were charged after the protests based 
on video tapes of property destruc- 
tion. The Direct Action Network (DAN) 
legal team has recently chosen to sup- 
port everyone arrested in the pro- 
tests, including the felonies. Money 
is needed at the DAN office, and do- 
nations are more than welcome. Feel 
free to send checks to Direct Action 
Network, c/o CAN, POB 95113, Se- 
attle, WA 98145. Forinformation con- 


www.agitprop.org/artandrevolution. 


No matter how appealing physical 
action (breaking windows) is, we need 
torecognize that the success or failure of 
revolutions hinge on the effective, un- 
compromising use of language and the 
building of a mass movement. Despite 
the isolated incremental victory in Se- 


attle, the WTO is still operating. Even if 
we abolished the institution tomorrow, 
we would still have the rest of the sys- 
tem of global corporate rule to defeat. 
We still have a lot of basic outreach to 
do (most of the country still doesn’t 
know or understand what the Seattle 
WTO non-round really means), a lot of 
alliance building to begin or solidify 
and much strategic thinking to do. 

For instance, how will we deal with 
the likelihood of the WTO holding its 
next meeting in a police state where 
protest is put down with massacres? 
What other ways can we use to bring 
down the WTO and other institutions 
of corporate governance? How do we 
prevent the emergence of similar insti- 
tutions in their wake? How do we stem 
public demand for cheap goods made 
through sweatshop labor, unsustain- 
able exploitation of lands and processes 
driving the extinction of species? How 
do we work with “Third World” delega- 
tions so that workers’ rights, social wel- 
fare and environmental protection are 
seen by them as necessary to their coun- 
tries’ well-being and future? How do we 
reconcile the need to protect small coun- 
tries from transnational corporate gover- 
nance with the need to avoid installing 
and perpetuating political dictatorships 
(i.e. make real the guiding ideals of 
anarchism in an ever more difficult 
geopolitical context)? And how do we 
do all this fast enough and in coordina- 
tion with other efforts to prevent more 
irreplaceable losses of culture, species 
and ecological integrity while not los- 
ing the democratic values of consensus 
process, gradual trust-building across 
movements and the preservation of a 
nonviolent praxis along the way? From 
a purely pragmatic perspective, we lose 


real fast if we give the weapons-rich 
state the excuse in the public eye to 
murder us en masse. 

We have a lot to think about. We 
need to start doing this thinking 
together, to come out of closets of 
pacifying technology and meet face 
to face so real discussion of ideas can 
take place—not just in the elitist 
choir of CIA-monitored e-mail, but 
out in the real world where everyone 
else works, talks and takes action. 
We must move from the bottom up, 
from deep currents based on masses 
of unified thought waves, like rip- 
tides and tsunamis. It will take a lot 
of us. Leaders denote followers and 
become targets in isolation. We must 
all be leaders. 

Some tangible steps: 

Direct Action: The next big day of 
resistance currently under planning is 
May Day 2000, a significant day in labor 
history, so work with labor activists! As 
with June 18, planning is decentralized. 

Outreach: Set up a venue and partici- 
pants for workshops and strategy dis- 
cussion on ending corporate dominance 
in your area. Networks and organiza- 
tion's focusing on ending corporate rule 
are forming study groups and speakers 
bureaus, including facilitators for work- 
shops and more intensive training. 

Join an existing labor/environmental 
alliance. Write Alliance for Sustainable 
Jobs and Environment, POB 3536, Eu- 
reka, CA 95502. 

Come to the next End Corporate 
Dominance conference in Portland, 
Oregon, in late May to hook up with 
like-minded folk and learn more. 

For more information, contact Wol- 
verine c/o Earth First! Journal, POB 1415, 
Eugene, OR 97440. 
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eeOrganizers Conference Correctionee 


ecorrect directions: from Baker, take Kelbaker Rd. south 34.5 miles to 
- Kelso, go through Kelso and continue on Kelbaker 7.2 miles to a signed dirt 
road, turn right go to the end of the road. 
*correct ride contact number: (541) 617-1620. 


EXPERIENCED ACTIVIST NEEDED FOR BLUE 
Mountains BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 


This is a paid (minimum wage salary) position with the Blue, Mountains 
Biodiversity Project. Experience with legal timbersale monitoring required a and: also - 


_necessary. No computer nue ee Must be self-motivated and cary gto a8 


GREEN ANARCHIST #59 


DIRECT ACTION NEWS INCLUDING N30 
IN LONDON/END OF HUMANITY? CORE 

ta From tribal resist. inst 

THEME/LEwis MUMFORD’S “ENCAPSU- ‘a . A arp ayy we 

LATED MAN”/” ONLY CONNECT” TECH- bag } REM oon the financial heart of 

i oe , ‘ London on June | 8th these 

NOLOGY SUPERCEDING HUMANITY/JOHN die the Wicks. not of wal: 
Moore “THE Sixties” /Ros Los Ricos 


Do or Die Nan nagieas Rieniabatios 


Da or Die No. ® is 380 AS 
Pages crammed with reports 
and analysis from the world. 
wie cevlogical frontlines 


 siders, journalists wr acade- 

E  omics, but of those involved in 
the struggles themselves. In 
these times of concrete alicn- 
ation these voices shine hope 
from movements that aim to 
defend nature, create revolu- 
tion and re-wild humanity... 


“ImposeD ImBICILITY”/BLACK BLOCK 
COMMUNIQUE AND SEATTLE N30/ 
JouRNO WATCcH/PLUs 
LETTERS, REVIEWS, 


ad =< 
PIRATE RADIO AND LS A+ Die Number 8 send a cheque or postal order made 


an We no longer take subscriptions but for a copy of Do or 


S> & = = payable to ‘Do or Die’ for £5.00 UK or £6.00 elsewher: 

MORE/$2 FROM SS. — 7s (including postage) to: Do or Die, cho Pita euhe, 

GA POB 11331, ¥ TWbury Place, Brighton, East Sussex, NZ 2GV, UK. 
mail; doordtp@yahoo. 

EUGENE, rs 

97440 


have sold out but are on the web at: 
http://www.eco-action.org/dod/ 


Who Says You Can't 
Change the World? 


Check out E/The Environmental Magazine and learn 
how you can make a difference in your world! 


ether you want to simply “green up” your own personal life- 
style — or join in efforts to clean up oceans, save wildlife, or 
climinate pesticides from our food — E will inform and inspire you 
6 times per year! 


E covers the “big” issues, like global warming, the state of our oceans, and the 
impacts of growing population — all with contact information so you can plug into 
efforts to turn the tide. PLUS, E’s “Green Living” departments will provide you 
with loads of information and ideas for living more in harmony with the Earth. 


“Where have I been to miss such an outstanding publication?” 
— Dean Whitehead, West Hollywood, CA 


SEND FOR A FREE TRIAL ISSUE TODAY! 


MYES! sure 
@ trial issue of E/The | 


Environmental Magazine. If | like it, | can NAME \ 


subscribe for one year (6 issues) for only 
$19.95. If not, HII just return the subscription 
invoice marked “cancel” and return it to you. 
The FREE issuc is mince to keep with no cost i 
or obligation to me. anv.sncz.. AS98630. 


| E Magazine, P.O. Box 2047, Marion, OH 43305 


For Faster Service Call 1-800-967-6572! * 
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ADDRESS 


_ interest or background in ending corporate dominance. Office and _ skills — 


UNDERGROUND PUBLISHER'S CONFERENCE 
June 10-11, Bowling Green, Ohio 


Last year readers and writers came together to talk about the culture of 
independent publishing. Participants proposed and conducted panel discus- 
sions, workshops and mini lectures covering the politics, economics, ethics and 
aesthetics of the zine world. 

Weare planning to do the same thing in June, and the scope of the conference 
has been expanded to include an even wider range of underground publishing 
projects. We are taking suggestions for proposed panel discussions, workshop 
and speakers so let us know what you would like to see. 

For more information contact Jason at 216 South Church St., Bowling Green, 
OH 43402; upcon2000@hotmail.com; (419) 353-7035. 


DRAGONFLY-CONSEJO de VISIONES 
February 14-21, Full Moon 2000 
Teporzlan, mor. Mexico 


eBenefit Event for alternative and Indigenous communities in the US 
and Mexico. A gathering of souls in solidarity with and benefiting the 
Mayan Zapatistas of Chiapas, Mexico, the Sovereign Dineh Nation of Big 
Mountain, Arizona, flood relief in Oaxaca and the Tukipa Land Trust. 

eA reunion of peace to honor the spirits of the Muse as manifest in all 
beings and cultures through art, music, poetry, dance and magical cer- 
emony. A building of crystal bridges to dissolve the barriers of classism, 
racism and sexism; Uniting the diverse families of labor, environmental- 
ists, women’s rights, progressive politics, and indigenous self-determina- 
tion, free from the chains of corporate colonialism once and for all. 

A caravan is going to depart from San Francisco in early February. 

Located on a beautiful 300 acre mountain park in the international 
arts and indigenous community of Tepotzlan, Mexico, 1.5 hours south- 
east of Mexico City. 

Discussions will include: Grassroots Democracy, Permaculture/Organic 
Agriculture, Healing Arts, Community, Sustainability, Ecology, Activist 
Networking, Indigenous Skills and much more. 

For tickets, directions and information contact (707) 869.3114; 
deluix@hotmail.com orlumeneye@hotmail.com; www.dragonfly-consejo.org. 


GOT AN EXTRA PHOTOCOPIER? 


Have aspare or are about to upgrade? 
contact the EF/] for arrangements. 


pickAxe: Now Showing 


The eleven month blockade of the 
Warner Creek arson fire timber sales 
lives on in the memories of Journal 
_ readers: now nearly f five searelater . 

_ We are happy to announce a world — 
: eee pickAxe at the 


LIVE RENT-FREE, WORLDWIDE 


#1 Source for Cares, 
¥ So, 
Sr, 


March 3 a: neat Rae ae 
“tee TC cee 
Tour. If you are able to screen a 
_ showing of pickAxein your commu- 
nity contact us at pickAxe produc- 
tions, 1430 Willamette, PMB 506, 
Eugene, OR 97401; 1-888-PICKAXE; 
pickaxeprod@igc.org. 


The Caretaker Gazette is for 
those who would.like to live rent- 
free and caretake properties 
worldwide. Published since 1983, 
subscribers receive 600+ property 
caretaking opportunities cach year. 
Subscriptions are only $27/year. The 
Caretaker Gazette, Box 5887-EF, 
Carefree, AZ 85377.(602) 488-1970. 

www.angelfire.com/wa/carctaker 
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Headwaters Action Video Collective 
is nearing the completion of a feature 


TREE-SIT; 


The Art of Resistance 


this grass-roots, non-profit effort by 
ordering an organic "Tree-Sit" tee-shirt 


sizes S M L XL 
gag Of Order one of our videos below. 
j Send donations to: 
HAVC - P.O.Box 2198 
Redway CA 95560 


$3.50 shipping (USA) $8.00 (worldwide =i 


Videos from HAVC www.havc.org 
Timber GAP $20 * PAL avaliable 
Showdown in Seattle $25 
*Luna - The Stafford Giant Tree-Sit $20 
* Fire In The Eyes $15 
Headwaters ‘97 - Call to Action $15 


Headwaters - No Compromise! $15 <8 
415-820-1635 Ask for our activist rates | 


“"WAES SFI ETS TIME FOR BEYOLETION 
pate Patter f. 
www.itreest t org 


ANNOUNCEMENTS... ANNOUNCEMENTS... 
Mayday 2000: The Next Action Against Global Capitalism 


Global Day of Action, Resistance and 
Carnival against Capital. Start Plannin’! 


The two Global Days of Action against Capitalism on June 18 and 
November 30 last year were generally very successful. Our networks grew, we 
learned much, and we saw many new people engage themselves. Now many 
groups around the world are preparing for a new Global Day of Action in the 
same spirit on May 1 next year (M1), in recognition that the capitalist system, 
based on the exploitation of people, societies and the environment for the 
profit of a few, is the prime cause of our social and ecological troubles. This 
day will continue the process of building up a strong, bold, and creative 
grassroots movement for a society in which people do not exploit or oppress 
each other, communities or the environment, but one that is based on 
solidarity, cooperation, grassroots democracy and ecological sustainability. 

May 1, which offers a perfect symbolic and real opportunity to do this, 
has been endorsed as a day of action by the Peoples Global Action (PGA) 
international conference in India in August. Coordinative efforts are 
already being undertaken in major cities like Sydney, Toronto, London, 
Chicago, New York, and Washington DC. As on previous occasions, people 
of different movements and different countries will join forces for a day 
against the social, political and economic institutions of the capitalist 


system. Workers, the unemployed, students, trade unionists, peasants, the 
landless, fishers, women groups, ethnic minorities, indigenous peoples, 
peace activists, environmental activists, ecologists and so on will work in 
solidarity with one another in the understanding that their various struggles 
are not isolated from each other. The simultaneous occupation and 
transformation of the capitalist social order around the globe—in the 
streets, neighbourhoods, fields, factories, offices, commercial centres, 
financial districts and so on—will strengthen mutual bonds at the local, 
national and international levels. 

As before, the day will be organised in a non-hierarchical way, as a 
decentralised and informal network of grassroots groups that employ non- 
authoritarian, grassroots democratic forms of organisation, struggle inde- 
pendent of the social, political, and economic institutions of the capitalist 
system, and seek to effect change directly through their own action. Each 
event or action will be organised autonomously by each group, while 
coalitions of various movements and groups can be formed at the local, 
regional and national levels. 

Get ready global capitalism, here comes another blow from the fists of true 
democracy. 

Send inquiries to mayday2k@email.com and to join the discussion group 
subscribe at mayday2000-subscribe@egroups.com. Also check out 
www.freespeech.org/mayday2k. 


Natural Building & Social Justice 


_ A talk and slide presentation, western US tour 


‘Rob is looking for contacts all over the United States, but in particular, in 
Washington, Oregon, California, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, 
Kansas, Colorado, Utah, Nevada, Iowa and Wisconsin. Natural Building & 
Social Justice takes about 80 minutes. It is presented using two projectors 
placing images on side by side screens thereby allowing for the comparison — 
and a acositon, of imag es and. id This also. coable theo presentation to — 


Help our Cui Bono fanzine 


Cui Bono fanzine from Malaysia will meet you all as soon as possible. 
I need contributions from all of you to make this fanzine exist in so- 
called Hc/Punk scene. You can send your articles, scene reports (I hope 
to get the latest news from your scene), columns, info/activity about 
anarchist groups/squats that you form or join, direct action/protest/ 
demo with photo please, etc. Classified ad is for free. So labels, distros, 
bands, fanzines, anarchist groups/squats and individuals, please get in 
touch. Please no racist/fascist/sexist/homophobic fucking shit! 
Contact us at Cui Bono Zine, c/o Din, No 80 Blok 4, F. Kledang 81900 
Kota Tinggi, Johor, Malaysia; cui_bono81@hotmail.com. 


CALIFORNIA WILDERNESS (CONFERENCE 


May 5-7, CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-SACRAMENTO 
CELEBRATE 35 YEARS OF THE WILDERNESS ACT 


Wilderness advocates from across California will come together in 
Sacramento to learn, celebrate and take action on behalf of the last wild 
places in the Golden State. 

In May, the California Wilderness Coalition intends to unveil plans to 
gain permanent protection for millions of acres of additional California 
wilderness. 

For more information contact CWC at 2655 Portage Bay East, Suite 5, 
Davis, CA 95616; (530) 758-0380; 758-0382 (fax); info@calwild.org. 


A HUNTERS VOICE: 


SUPPORTING WILDLANDS AND BIODIVERSITY 


A Hunter’s Voice is a new organization of hunters and non-hunters formed 
to provide an identified hunters voice on a host of natural resource issues. A 
Hunter’s Voice, in the tradition of Aldo Leopold, will be an articulate spokes- 
person for ecological integrity. A Hunters Voice supports greater wildlands 
protection, and the restoration of native ecosystems, native species, including 
predators, and natural ecological processes. 

Executive director, George Wuerthner, a former hunting guide, says that 
many hunting organizations are perceived to be anti predator, pro roads, anti 
park and wilderness protection, and supporters of anything that someone calls 
“hunting.” This has allowed right wing politicians and anti-wildlands oppo- 
nents to claim they represent all hunters. Says Wuerthner, “Many hunters, 
including myself, see wildlands protection and native species restoration as a 
prerequisite to a quality hunting experience. Nothing thrills me more than to 
come upon a wolf track when I’m out stalking a deer or elk.” 

A Hunters Voice will work for the restoration of predators like wolves and 
grizzlies. We will be a hunter’s voice supporting parks, refuges, and wilderness. 
We will support road closures on public lands, and other measures that provide 
greater protection for all wildlife. We will even oppose some forms of mindless 
killing like prairie dog contests and indiscriminate predator control. 

Among the positions A Hunter’s Voice supports is the continued restoration 
of wolves in Idaho, Wyoming, Montana and the Southwest. We also want 
wolves restored to Oregon, Washington, Colorado, Utah, Texas, California, 
New England and the Adirondacks. We oppose the efforts of groups now 
forming in Montana and Idaho that promote wolf eradication and control in 
Yellowstone and Central Idaho. We endorse creation of a Maine Woods 
National Park in Maine, a Hells Canyon National Park in Oregon, protection of 
southern Utah Canyon country and wilderness protection for all BLM roadless 
lands in Alaska. We support restoration of grizzly bears to Idaho’s Central Idaho 
Wilderness. Recognizing the keystone influence of prairie dogs to grassland 
ecosystems, we are opposed to prairie dog hunting and indiscriminate control. 

For more informations contact George at POB 3156, Eugene, Oregon 97403; 
(S41) 684-7872; wuerthne@teleport.com. 


KEEP SPACE FOR PEACE 


Four Days of Protest Events 
No BMD © No Star Wars 


Donate tothe — 
Earth First! Journal : 


The Journalneedsyourhelp!' We're 

April 14-17, 2000 ‘poor and in need of a financial — 
weonnaton. D.C. boost. We have tired, old hardware 
and a grossly underpai staf ae 3 


Join with activists 

rom around the 
me. world as we 

ae protest plans to 

weaponize space. 


eve cs 5 att 


-if you can help a LW 
donations (G3s, Gas and larg arge 
monitors), we'd love it. eur be 


be tax-deductible, send checks to. 
the Earth Defense Education Project 
atl POB 134, eae ete (All | 
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Butt Raisin Loves Bug Guts: 


BY Butr RAIsIN 


“When you suck ass in a vacuum of greed there’s just shit at the top of the fuck 


that you find.” 


Ah yes! Last fall we rolled wildly like puppies in autumn’s 
colorful leaves to the irreverent, anti-corporate, depraved, 
witty and eco-revolutionary musical madness of Bug Guts’ 
new CD release, Great Spangled Fritillary! Like the classic 
works from their previous CD, Big Bowl of Warm Fur, we 
are treated to wailing, gothic incantations dished up 
with raw, electric guitar jams, driving drum beats, 
pulsating bass tones and funky, melodic, transcenden- 
tal riffs that’ll guarantee your alternative satisfaction 


and make you writhe in pleasure. 


Two songs of extra-special note are “Butterfly Feat” 
and “Gypsy Free-State.” “Butterfly Feat” is a tribute to’ 
Julia Butterfly’s nearly two year, steadfast occupation of 
the threatened ancient redwood tree, Luna. “She 200feet 
high/ancient forest goddess/sweet peace warrior/pureheart YW. 
she capture...” Hyper-electric guitar and drums liquefythe ‘ 
lyrics of this tribute in aremembrance of slain forest defender 
David “Gypsy” Chain, to the charismatic spoken word of late 
Earth First! organizer Judi Bari: “Butterfly brigade/kick down 
peacelove grenade/blow this canopy of clear-cut legislation/and 
when her feet kiss ground/the raging giants sound/Sequoia’s victory 
breath/beyond sweet Gypsy’s death/cuz nothing lasts forever/never remem- 
ber forever./Resist much, obey little, resist./Serve some civil disobedience...” 


BY THOMAS HANDY LOON 


Colombia's Gaviotas isa community only dream- 
ers could visualize, and only outcasts could build. 
Surrounded by rebel-infested Ilanos (savannas) 
and vast coca plantations, the presence of its 
peaceful rhythms and homegrown technologies 
is as hopeful as it is unlikely. A super-efficient 
pump fills water cisterns every time children play 
on the teeter-totter. Innovative lunar collectors 
have been designed for refrig- 
eration. Ostracism, not jail, pun- 
ishes criminal behavior but is 
rarely needed in this society of 
no police and no politicians. 

Alan Weisman’s Gaviotas: A Vil- “é 
lage to Reinvent the World furrows 
deeply the soil of sustainability 
that is both the premise and 
promise of Gaviotas. A veteran 
journalist, he first encountered 
this model community while liv- 
ing in Colombia in 1988 and has 
been returning ever since as part 
of a personal and professional 
quest to find and publicize points 
of light that could illuminate a 
path out of impending ecological 
overload. Nobel Laureate Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez calls Gaviotas 
founder Paolo Lugari the “inven- 
tor of the world.” Lugari himself 
shuns suggestions that he has created a utopia, 
saying “Utopia means, literally, no place. We call 
Gaviotas a topia, because it is real. We’ve moved 
from fantasy to reality.” And it’s a rural reality, 
reflecting a disillusionment with cities. Sixteen 
lonely hours of bumpy roads—more when mud or 
guerrillas slow passage—separate this topia from 
Bogota and the outside world. 

Gaviotas was not hatched in an ivory tower, an 
idea perpetuated by interminable scholarly papers 
and conferences. It is a functioning, hands-on, 
socio-ecological work in progress, designed and 
constructed cooperatively by a patchwork ensemble 
of refuge-seeking urban visionaries, resourceful tink- 
erers, and indigenous Guahibo Indians. Engulfed in 
non-linear, barrio-meets-boondocks wisdom, they 
eschew blueprints and discover solutions first; docu- 
mentation and structure, if it arises at all, comes 
later. “Something from the Third World, by the 
Third World,” explains Lugari, describing the home- 
grown technology of his vision. “When we import 
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A Music Review 


Whining guitar jams and hypnotic vocals intensify the brutally chilling 
authentic audio cuts taken from activists’ video tape documenting the violent 


threats of homicidal logger, big A. Ammons, less than one hour before he felled 


a tree on Gypsy in the Gypsy Free-State. “Gnawin’ on the mutha’s 


—Buc Guts 


solutions from the United States or Europe, we also 
import their problems.” 

And Colombians know about problems. They’ve 
been enduring the injustice and brutality of a 
narcocratic system for decades. In chronologically 
choppy but colorful prose, Weisman presents a 
tumbling mountain waterfall of this community’s 
ideas and inspirations. He skillfully weaves the story 
of each significant participant into Gaviotas’ tapes- 
try; what inspired their involvement, what they 

brought and learned there, how 
they came to stay, or moved on. 
Against the unavoidable back- 
drop of Colombia’s insurgents as 
well as its opportunistic politicians, 
Gaviotas is constantly portrayed as 
a scrappy survivor always one step 
away from being consumed by fires 
unrelated to its mission but inte- 
gral to its context. Visionaries are 
often cast fictionally. The Fifth Sa- 
cred Thing, We, Brave New World, 
and even Atlas Shrugged, show that 
in model societies the implausible 
is always possible. Weisman makes 
Gaviotas sound almost fictional; 
sometimes writing like a novelist, 
*he folds reality into surreality and 
back again. Projects on the brink of 
failure are suddenly fine-tuned into 
successes. Just as the money runs 
out, angels with checkbooks swoop 
in to save the day. People facing handicaps are 
nurtured instead of ridiculed. More nonfiction 
should look—or better yet, be—like this. The pro- 
gression of their topia from vision to viability con- 
stantly forces Gaviotans to pay heed to the delicate 
ideological lines of Colombia’s turmoil. 

Founder Lugari says, “We’re not communists. And 
we aren’t acommune either... We’re not ideologues. 
All ideologues do is start trouble.” Practically, this 
ambiguity is an asset. During a visit by armed rebels 
seeking their support, confrontation seemed Immi- 
nent until the rebel commander said, “We have 
orders not to touch you... what you’re doing is too 
valuable.” Wiesman occasionally discusses Gaviotas’ 
precarious finances, and its past funders, who range 
from individuals to the United Nations. 

But from the beginning, its founders have said if 
they cannot evolve true sustainability and ulti- 
mately pay their own way, they would fail. Early 
experiments with appropriate technology coalesced 
into a cottage industry for the construction of low 


Ah 


ancient bones/clear-cut you another Maxxam haul/stumblin’ 
thru the stumps/the loggers bawl/clear-cut you a coffin, one 
and all...” This song starkly reveals the intensity of fight- 
ing the greed and insanity of the timber industry on the 
frontlines, something all too many forest activists 
have experienced first hand. 


Each track on this nugget is complete with 
artistic illusion. It is a naked celebration of free 
thought delivered with a Blair Witch Project- 
esque sense of suspense and anxiety. Samples of 
speeches, distorted sheep bleetings, the gut- 
tural teeth-gnashings of trolls, answering ma- 
chine messages, creaking doors and assorted 
computer-automated voices are mixed like fine 


spices into this fiery brew with tender loving care 
by Rosebud and Scott Ireland, two amazing DIY 
anarcho-pagan, sage-scrub warrior musicians. With 
Great Spangled Fritillary, Bug Guts masterfully blend 
the obscurity of Ween, the instrumental wizardry of 
Jane’s Addiction, the sarcasm of Negativland and the 
politics of Consolidated into a truly awesome form of hard 
Indy rock. Touch it. Feel it. Know it. Love it. Buy it! 

To order the Great Spangled Fritillary CD, send $12 to Vinyl Communications, 

at POB 8623, Chula Vista, CA 91912; www.vinylcomm.com. 


A BOOK TO READ—Gaviotas:‘A Village to Reinvent the World 


cost water-heating solar panels and wind turbines. 
A Bogota factory extends the Gaviotas mission into 
the urban wasteland by employing dozens of former 
street kids in the construction and sale of such 
renewable energy hardware. Current components in 
their evolving economy include cultivation of or- 


ganic coffee and selling purified water to nearby 
communities. A recent and ambitious endeavor is 


intended to lure coca growers into legitimacy through 
the growing of medicinal plants that can sell for up 
to $500 a gram. They also require little of the political 
baggage and weaponry that narcotraficantes normally 
must lug to protect their profitability. 

Perhaps their most significant triumph clearly 
illustrates the beauty and synergy of Gaviotas. They 
discovered that Caribbean pines held the key to 
their future. Fast-growing exotics, the pines were 
planted years before when Gaviotas was treeless, 
following long discussions of the ecological impli- 
cations of their planting. Resin from the maturing 
trees provides a natural alternative to petrochemi- 
cal solvents, and growing world-wide demand for it 
was outstripping supply. Anewindustry was born as 
they began tapping the trees for this renewable 
resource. Suddenly, they had a long-term economic 
base and began planting more trees across the sa- 
vanna. Besides providing an economy, Weisman 
writes, “the pines have also created what biologists 
call an unimaginable miracle. In their sheltered 
understory, a tropical forest not seen for millennia 
in these savannas has regenerated, restoring the 
habitat of already proliferating deer, hawks and 
anteaters.” Noting the vast expanses of similarly 
treeless savannas in other tropical regions of the 
world ripe for similar rebirth, Lugari explains, “Ev- 
erywhere else they’re tearing down the rainforests. 
We’re showing how to put them back.” 

Weisman generally avoids discussion of personal 
conflicts and other negatives that could reflect poorly 
on this community. Even paradise has its imperfec- 
tions. But why not overlook the shortcomings— 
none of which have been fatal—and portray Gaviotas 
as positively as possible? Progressives well-versed in 
the rhetoric of skepticism sometimes need to be 
reminded that though all that glitters is not gold, 
we're still allowed to celebrate victories. In a world 
dominated by linear thinking and specialists, the fact 
that the creative generalists of Gaviotas are succeed- 
ing—and inspiring others to emulate their innova- 
tions—is clearly reason to cheer. 

To purchase the book check www.amazon.com. Tho- 
mas Handy Loon, Leech Lake Tribal College, Rt. 3 Box 
100, Cass Lake, MN 56633; (218) 335-2828. 


FROM THE EARTH es LIBRARY 


Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. This anarchist version of Ani- 
mal Farm will inspire activists young and 
old. A great read! Fiction, 192 pages, $10. 


Concrete 

By Paul Chadwick, A full-color, illustrated 
comic (graphic) novel about a group of EF !ers 
who contact Concrete (a mountaineer/writer 
trapped in a large concrete body) to help save 
an old-growth forest. Full of EF! history and 
philosophy. Fiction, 160 pages, $18. 


Desert Solitaire 


A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Our favorite naturalist 
poetically shares his experience as a ranger 
in desert country. Nonfiction, 337 pages, $7. 


Do or Die #8 


Voices from Earth First! 


This journal is filled to the brim with direct 
action, resistance, theory, critique, sabotage, 
and subversion. British EF!ers have put to- 
gether a must read for revolutionary ecolo- 
gists. This may be the last issue, so order 
now while supplies last! 345 pages, $15. 


Earth First! 


Direct Action Manual 

The antidote to despair. Everything you 
need to know about blockading tactics, 
techniques and devices to defend the Earth, 
from monkeywrenching to civil disobedi- 
ence. Fully illustrated, lots of diagrams and 
graphics, 154 pages, $8. 

_ Earth First! Campfire Poems 
An Anthology of Biocentric Poetry 
Edited by Dennis Fritzinger, Karen Coulter 
and Dwight Metzger. Dozens of poets includ- 
ing Rod Coronado, Karen Coulter, Darryl 
Echt, Dennis Fritzinger, Peter Galvin, 
Mathew Haun, Lone Wolf Circles, Asanté 
Riverwind, Snaggletooth, and Faith Walker. 
Reading list, 237 pages, $10. 


ECODEFENSE: 


A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 
Edited by Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. 
Forward! by Edward Abbey. The monkey- 
wrencher’s bible. (Make sure to read the 
security chapter!) Extensively revised, ex- 
panded 3rd edition. Illustrated, 352 pages, $18. 


Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical 


and Popular Environmentalism 
Edited by Bron Taylor. A thorough study of 
the driving forces behind radical environ- 
mental movements around the world. Non- 
fiction, 422 pages, $20. 
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The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. A Compilation of apoca- 
lyptic theory and bottom-line solutions. 
McKibben pulls no punches in this enlight- 
ening science-based thrashing of industrial 
civilization. Nonfiction, 226 pages, $12. 


Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and 
the Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. A brilliant defense 
of radical environmentalism, challenging 
the ethics of modern industrial society and 
asserting the right of the natural world to 
blossom, evolve and exist for its own sake. 
Nonfiction, 291 pages, $13. 


Grizzly Years 


~ In Search of the American Wilderness 


By Doug Peacock. A chilling account of 
tracking grizzly in the wilderness of Mon- 
tana. Grizzly Years is a soul jerking adven- 
ture story. Nonfiction or Fiction?, 288 
pages, $14. 


The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. A damn good book about 
people who are fed up with development and 
do something about it. Fiction, 387 pages, $7. 


Refuge 

By Terry Tempest Williams. res unnatural 
story of life in the radioactive American West. 
Tempest William’s masterpiece interweaves 
her mother’s breast cancer and shorebirds 


tened by the rise of the Great Salt Lake. 
Nonfiction, 304 pages, $12. 


A Sand County Almanac 


And Sketches Here and There 
By Aldo Leopold. Introduction by Robert Finch. 
Illustrated by Charles W. Schwartz. Special 
edition commemorating Leopold’s 100th birth- 
day. A classic description of land preservation 


ethics. Written in 1945, Leopold was way ahead - 


of his time. Nonfiction, 228 pages, $10. 


Think Like a Mountain 


Toward a Council of All Beings 
By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming 
and Arne Naess. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 
This revolutionary book probes into how we 
are all really animals at heart. Nonfiction, 
128 pages, $10. 


Waste of the West: 


Public Lands Ranching 


By Lynn Jacobs. Encyclopedic overview of 
grazing. Contains contact list, graphics, charts 
and maps. A monster of a book. Nonfiction, 
large format, illustrated, 602 pages!, $28. 


MERCHANDISE 
CATALOG 


EF! Fist Patch 
Quality 3-inch patches $3 


EF! Tools Bandana 
Unbleached 100% cotton. 
Slogans printed with non- 
toxic ink, $3 


Monkeywrench Pendant 
12” necklace, sterling siver $15 
One post earring $10 

One dangle earring $10 
Lapel pin $10 


EF! Rubber Stamp 
Sturdy wood-block stamps 
from unfinished scrap lumber 
EF! fist or tools $5 


EF! Fist Hemp Wallet 
Tan with black and green 
fist and black lettering. 
Specify wording “Greed 
Kills” or “Earth First!” $10 
EF! Fist Hemp Cap 
Tan with black and green 


embroidered fist, black 
lettering, adjustable size $14 


EF! Window Sticker 
3-inch EF! Fist, 4 for $1 


Cotton Caps 


Desert camo, multi-sizable $12 


# description 


Name___* 
Street 


City 


EF! Merchandise Order Form 


State/Country 


Make checks payable to the Earth First! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Questions? Call (541) 344-8004, Mondays 4-6. 
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os mis The Nihilist Princess 
ihilist Princess a novel by 
ce Abeibioca ts Louis M. Gagneur 


) Turn Your Phone Into An 


EarthPhone! 


You make the call: Do you want your telephone bill supporting obnoxious 
corporate ad campaigns, or Earth First! Journal? 

With our Affinity Long Distance service, every time you make a dis- 
tance call, $% of your charges po to Bart First! joornal mh 


We offer you a choice of rate : 15¢/minute all the time; 10¢ k/25¢ 
peak (Mon.—Fri. 7-7); or 10¢ Py Seber ioe oad rebel 
$30). Also, low rates for in-state calls and business phones; calling cards; etc. 


More information: Steve Freedkin, 510-644-2778, Steve@InternetAddress.com, 
or on the Web at: http://home.sprintmail.com/~sfreedkin/affinity.htm! 
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q Ue 0) GLEN CANYON DAM 


— JOIN DAVID BROWER AND OTHER 

4 P ANTI-DAM ACTIVISTS FROM AROUND 

i : . ie aa THE NATION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL 
pea DAY OF ACTION AGAINST DAMS. 


Ape — HONOR THE ELEVENTH ANNIVERSARY 
Lis plane | OF EDWARD ABBEY’S DEATH. 


— DEMONSTRATE... EDUCATE. CELEBRATE. 


SPONSORED BY 
GLEN CANYON ACTION NETWORK 
PO. Box 466, Moas, UT 84532 


INFORMATION: 435.259.1063 
FOR ONGOING UPDATES, VISIT: 
WWW. DRAINIT. ORG 


How ‘bout a subscription to Earth First!, the Radical Environmental 


| clip and send to: : 


| Earth First! Journal-subscriptions, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 


©) $500 LireTiME SUBSCRIPTION 
C2 $25 Regular Rate , $35 Surface Mail, International (US$) 

©) $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library ©) $35 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

CD $35 Anonymous Envelope (Ist class) Cz $45 Air Mail, International (US$, no foreign checks) 


©) $____ DONATION ©) $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate | 
Subscriber Name Credit Card Orders | 
. Visa/MC (circle one) 
Address Card # 


; Exp. date (month/year) 


City Stele: hi Se ip ea  Gountry 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential and never traded. If you use an alias, make sure that the 
post office knows that you, or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. 
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US Earth First! Directory 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

Séren Wuerth 

c/o Alaska Action Center 

POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523 
(907) 566-2468; akmedia@surfcafe.com 


Arizona Wildlands Museum 

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 

Tucson EF! 

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
tucsonef@juno.com 

Ponderosa Wingnuts 

2155 E. Maple #17, Flagstaff, AZ 86004 
(520) 774-6542; reg3@dana.ucc.nau.edu 


Northcoast EF! 

POB 28, Arcata, CA 95518 

(707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldt1.com 
Circle of Life Foundation/Julia Butterfly 
POB 388, Garberville, CA 95542 

(707) 923-9522; fax 923-9532 
lunanews@humboldt1.com 

Redwood Action Team/Darryl Cherney 
POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
Sonoma County EF!/Biotech Last! 
POB 3321, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
Sierra EF! 

228 Commercial St, Dept. #174 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 

(530) 753-1678 

Fairfax Action Team 

POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938 
F.R.E.A.K. of Nature EF! 

POB 8493, Green Valley Lake, CA 92341 
Sacramento EF! 

POB 376, Carmichael, CA 95609 

Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
hotline/message (510) 848-8724 
Genetix Action 

1334 42nd Ave, SF, CA 94122 

(707) 789-8454 

Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 

(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 


(CA 93107 © 


(805) 961-2516; sbef@rain.org 

Action Resource Center 

POB 2104, Venice, CA 90294 

Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 

Tribes EF! c/o DR Chance 


POB 10487, San Bernadino, CA 92423 © 


DRChance3@aol.com 

Mojave EF! 

POB 492, Lancaster, CA 93584 

(80S) 948-6291 

Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738 

Southcoast EF! 

POB 1333, Orange, CA 92856 

Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 7745, San Diego, CA 92107 
(760) 740-1174; sdef@envirolink.org 

COLORADO 


San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
fax (617) 687-2598 
wildernessdefense@email.com 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Culebra EF! 

POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152 
afr@amigo.net 


Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 

Clearwater EF! 

POB 17838, Clearwater, FL 33762 
(727) 538-9050 
Clearwaterfnb@hotmail.com 
Alachua EF! 

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616 
(904) 462-3374 

Miami EF! 
EarthFirstMiami@hotmail.com 


Students for Environmental Awareness 
Univ. of Georgia, Tate Student Center 
Athens, GA 30602 

Kataah Foothills EF! 

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603 
HAWAII 


Oceandream Media Foundation 
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714 
(808) 826-1711 


IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation Project 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 

POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83483 

(208) 882-9755; fax 883-0727 
cove@moscow.com 


ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! c/o The Autonomous Zone 
1573 N. Milwaukee Ave. #420 
Chicago, IL 60622 

(773) 252-6019; azone@wwa.com 

Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
friends@enteract.com 

Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 351-0312; sprkiblu@siu.edu 
INDIANA 


Indiana Forest Alliance 

POB 174, Bloomington, IN 47402 
(812) 332-4878 

IOWA 

Prairie Fire EF! 

POB 1284, Dubuque, IA 52004-1284 
prairiefireef@hotmail.com 


Tornado Vally Resistance 
5905 W. S6th St, Mission, KS 66202 
(913) 568-9525 


LOUISIANA 

Louisiana EF! 

POB 113262, Metairie, LA 70011-3262 
Baratopia EF! 
baratopiaef@yahoo.com 


MAINE 

Maine EF! 

RED 1, POB 6000, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
noreastah@acadia.net 


MARYLAND 

DC Area EF! Collective 

3123 Montgomery Hall 

College Park, MD 20742; (301) 314-3712 
MASSACHUSETTS 


Mass EF! 
POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
on 


igh St, Apt. 3 
Boston, MA 02215; (617) 859-8155 


MICHIGAN 

World Tree Peace Center 

POB 50814, Kalamazoo, MI 49005 
(616) 383-9317 

Huron River Valley EF! 

POB 1735, Ann Arbor, MI 48106 


MINNESOTA 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Mpls, MN 55405 
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org 

Big Woods EF! 

POB 580936, Mpls, MN 55458-0936 
(612) 362-3387; bigwoodsef@hotmail.com 
Wilderness First! 

POB 16075, St. Paul, MN 55116 
wdurness@aol.com 


MISSOURI 

Ray O. McCall 

Rt 1 Box 89, Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(573) 443-6832 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-6463 


Northern Rockies Pro 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 

Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 

Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 


NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 


NEVADA 

Western Shoshone Defense Project 
POB 211106, Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
(702) 468-0230; wsdp@igc.org 


New Hampshire EF! 
POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 


NEW JERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 

Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 


Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(50S) 588-8128 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 
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NEW YORK 

NYC EF! c/o Wetlands Preserve 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 

(212) 966-4831; fax 925-8715 
adam@wetlandspreserve.org 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 

Love Canal EF! 

(716) 282-7777 

Steven Smith 

Sarah Lawrence College 

1 Mead Way, Bronxville, NY 10708-9902 
paralipsis@crosswinds.net 

OFF! 

SUNY Binghamton, NY, 13902-6000 
(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com 
Project Harmony 

216 W. 122 St, NY, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 
More Gardens! Coalition 

50 Avenue B, NY, NY 10009 

NORTH CAROLINA 


Katdah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

(828) 285-0631; mountainfaction@cs.com 
Kataah ds EF! 

POB 223, Deep Gap, NC 28618 

(910) 973-7032 


QHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave 

Cleveland, OH 44119; (216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 

(513) 281-6892 

Oberlin EF! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
oearthfirst@oberlin.edu 

Lake Erie EF! 

2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581 

Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255 


at 


POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 684-8977; mickey@efn.org 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net 


Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburgh, PA 15217 
Antoinette 

102 Third St, Apt 2, Carnegie, PA 15106 
Allegheny Defense Project 

POB 24S, Clarion, PA 16214 

(814) 223-4996; fax 223-4997 
adp@envirolink.org 

TENNESSEE 


Katéah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(423) 949-5922; johnjgb@mindspring.com 
French’s Lick EF! 

200 Creekwood Dr., Whitehouse, TN 37188 
TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 

South Texas EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 

East Texas EF! 

Rt 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Lusus Naturaes Environ. Collective 
1421 Longhorn, Houston, TX 77080 
lususnaturae7 1@hotmail.com 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W. 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 


VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB S7, Burlington, VT 05402 
Save the Corporations 

169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; fax 254-7358 
VIRGINIA 


Vv EF! 

Rt 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(540) 885-6983 

PAW Southwest Virginia 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 
(540) 982-0492 


EF! Collective @ VCU 

Student Activities Center, Box 93 
POB 842035, Richmond, VA 23284 
(804) 353-5055 


Seattle EF! 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

tel/fax (206) 632-1656; sea-ef@scn.org 
Direct Action Network 

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145 

(206) 632-1656; hotline (206) 654-6779 
dan@frizzle.com 

Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 
(360) 867-9054 
olyearthfirst@hotmail.com 


Central ee endian Wace 

Rt 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV ose? 
(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 


Midwest Headwaters Action & 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St, Madison, WI 53711 

(608) 255-8765 : 
North Forests EF! ’ 
748 Algoma Blvd Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(920) 424-0265 

Chippewa Valley EF!, POB 1151 

Eau Claire, WI 54702; (608) 782-6997 

Sand County EF! 

308 Nelson Hall, Stevens Point, WI 54481 
dchur199@uwsp.edu 


Check out the international 
Earth First! web page at: 
www.k2net.co.uk/ef 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21 85 05 

Australian EF! Action Update 
ef_au@hotmail.com 

EF! Australia Community 

Lot 9 Halliford Rd. Via Dalby, Qid 4405 
tel/fax 61 (0) 7 3207 0033 
admin@earthfirst.org.au 


CANADA 
North American ALF Press Office 
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC V9N 7P1 
(250) 897-0791; fax (419) 858-9065 
naalfpo@tao.ca 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 
Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba . 

599 Talbot Ave, Winnipeg 
Manitoba R2L OR7; (204) 453-9052 
EF! Toronto 

POB 195 Stn. B, 119 Spadina Ave 
Toronto, Ontario MST 2W1 


Cascadia Forest Alliance earthfirst.toronto@tao.ca 
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208 EF! Ottawa 
| £503) Pollen ee ie ss # Box 4612, StationE 
ong a 97202 ‘4 Ottawa, Ontario K1S SH8 
to 
(503) 771- ‘1112 7875 “\ ths el oan Oiics 
Southern mette EFL Ontario K1S SH9; net 
POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
swef@efn.org 
Cascadiin Fisest Dictiuideas c/o Librairie Alternative 


2035 St. Laurent, 2 e étage 
Montréal, Quebec H2X 2T3 
CZECH REPUBLIC 


Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 16041 Prague 6 
zemepredevsim@ecn.cz 

Car Busters Magazine & Resource Ctr 
Kratka 26, 100 00 Praha 10 

+(420) 2-781-08-49; fax 781-67-27 
carbusters@ecn.cz 


EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe, County Mayo 
Limerick Talamh Glas 

41 Glasgow Park, Limerick 

00 353 61 313308 


ENGLAND 

Over 30 Earth First! and radical 
ecological direct action groups exist in 
England. As well as these, there are a 
number of other anarchist/revolution- 
ary groups and projects. For a list or 

; for general news from the UK, contact: 
1 EF! Action Update 

1 c/o POB ITA, Newcastle Upon Tyne, 
! NEI ITA; 0797 479 1841 
! actionupdate@gn.apc.org 
! Do or Die 

| c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place, 
, Brighton, East Sussex, BN2 2GY 
, doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 
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FINLAND 

Finland EF! 

Viivinkatu 17 AS 17 

33610 Tampere 61; ransu@sci.fi 
GERMANY 


EF! Germany (c/o Avalon) 
Friedrich-Ebert Str 24, 45127 Essen 


EF! Projects 
& Campaigns 


Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
Video Project 

POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 

(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org 
Earth First! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

(925) 376-7329; fax 631-7958 


POB 14, Nizhni N 


| International EF! Directory : 


INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Ba: 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 


Groene Front! 
Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 


groenfr@dds.nl 


Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Road, Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 

1105 Quezon City 


POLAND 

Workshop for All Beings 

POB 40, 43-304 Bielsko, Biala 4 
tel/fax 048-33-8183153 

In Defense of the Earth 
Towarzystwo Ekologiczne 

“W Obronieziemi” Domonika Baryla 
ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 

91-038, Lodz (+48 42) 653-38-16 
morale Woz. nost ose Pk 


‘Rainhow Keepers (10 local groups) 


Toyiin 


(6312) 3370 


(Moscow) 
(09S) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! — 
Moskovsky prospekt 120-34236006 
Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
tel/fax +7 (0112) 43 72 86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 
SCOTLAND 


- 4» eee 


Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 

44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 

fax 424 3688; scotree@gn.apc.org 


Slobodna alternativa 
Staromestskaé 6/D, 811 03 Bratislava 


Earth Action! 
POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 


Green Korea United 

10F Garden Tower Building 
98-78 Wooni-dong, Chongno-gu 
Seoul 110-350; environ@chollian.net ! 
SPAIN : 
Manuel A. Dernandes, Taller de E. A. 
A. Curuxa, J. B., Xelmirer J 

Campus Universitario, 1570S Santiagon 
(81) 584321; fax 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
Action For Social Ecology 

Box 34089, 10026 Stockholm; 
+46-70-7560195; ekologisten@usa.net 


UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
Nadia Shevchenko 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

+7 38 (044) 265-7628; fax 550-6068 
rk@cci.glasnet.ru 
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End Corporate Dominance 

HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 

(541) 468-2028 

Northeast Forest Practices Campaign 
POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
noreastah@acadia.net 

Sea Defense Alliance 

POB 400, Williams, OR 97544 
sedna@cdsnet.net 

Warrior Poets Society 

PMB 361, 108 Student Union #4510 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 


eee ek oR 


ee eed 


ee es 
‘ ' 


- on 


Earth First! Journal 


Daily Planet Publishing 


PO Box 1415 

Eugene, OR 97440 

USA 

Address Service Requested 
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Remains of a grizzly skeleton shot by hunters in the 
Mussel River Valley in the Great Bear Rainforest, 
British Columbia. 


Innards 


Post-WTO analysis 
Wolf reintroduction in East?.............. 4 
Yosemite's face-lift 


Chellis Glendinning talks 
Dineh at Big Mountain 
Frankentrees 
Night time gardening guide 
New Jersey banner rocks 


Original painting by Bill Ohrmann 
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expired. Time to renew. 


Party down at Glen of the Downs...14 
Jamaican mining gone crazy 

Mad deer are coming 

Stopping Mobile Chernobyl 

Two ideas for movement 

Powerful poetry 

Hungerstriking: prepared to die?....29 
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